This study starts with generalizations such as: statement of the problem, hypothesis, research
objectives, formulation of the original question along with sub-questions, research methodology,
data and information gathering, research domain, pinpointing of the novel and the original in this
research and brief description of obstacles and problems faced during this venture, and then
proceeds to introducing the personality of Sayed Muhammad Noor Bakshsh with his academic
position and status, his uprising, a brief resume of his outstanding teachers and refutation with
proofs of the allegation of the claim of mehdi'ism ascribed to him by his opponents. This is
followed by a classificatory detail description of his academic and literary writings and works
listed under 84 headings on Quranic exegesis, jurisprudence, ethics, Gnostic science and Sufism,
physiognomy, history, etc. — an encyclopedic work subjected to necessary critical introduction.

Then there follows in-depth discussion of his Gnostic thought and teachings along with his
differentiation between:

Gnostic wisdom and science / knowledge, (b) gnosis and Gnostic science, (¢) gnosis and Sufism,
and (d) the Gnostic and the philosopher — all this followed by his discussion of his views on: (a)
the impression of gnosis and Sufism on the mystic journey and behavior, (b) the real Gnostic, (c)
the nature of Shariat, tariqat and haqiqat, and their inter-relationship, and then on subjects such as:

(a) ten principle, of the mystic journey and behavior, (b) their ranks and gradations, (c) their seven
evolutionary states of the 'heart', (d) seven 'presences' and universal realms, (e) illumination and
its gradations, (f) levels of phenomenological and intuitive tauhid (state of unity), and (g) dos and
don’ts of gnosis. His views and teachings on the foregoing make him figure out as an outstanding
original mystic thinker with a highly systematic metaphysics well-integrated and self-consistent
mystic ideas and concepts as found emerged out of this phase of the study — all grounded in a
gradual phase-wise strictly inductive and empirical process of mystic initiation and orientation,
which culminates into a triangular goal of self-purification and growth, self-illumination and
discovery and transcendental observation as logical and natural result of the methodology of the
theory and practice of the Gnostic science, strictly followed by a Gnostic seeker. In order to make
the outsider appreciate the nature of this journey in terms of its trio of initiation, orientation and
destination, Allama lgbal has very beautiful summarized its process in the word s of a question-
answer correspondence in which a Gnostic seeker and disciple writes to his renowned spiritual
master, saying: "Heavens and Earth and God's throne and Hell and Paradise have all ceased to exist
for me. When I look around, I find them now where. When I stand in the presence of somebody |
see nobody before me; nay even my own being is lost to me. God is infinite. Nobody can
encompass Him; and this is the extreme limit of spiritual experience. No saint his been able to go
beyond this".

To this his master replies: "The experience which is described has its origin in the ever-varying
life of the Qalb, and it appears to me that the recipient of it has not yet passed even of one-fourth
of the innumerable 'stations' of the Qalb'. The remaining three-fourths must be passed through in



order to finish the experience of the first “station' of spiritual life. Beyond this 'station' there are
other ‘stations' known as Ruh, Sirr-e-Khafi and Sirr-e-Akhfa, each of these 'stations' which
together constitute what is technically called Alam-e-Amr' has its own characteristics states and
experiences.

After having passed through these 'stations' the seeker of truth gradually receives the illuminations
of 'Divine Names' and 'Divine Attributes' and finally the illuminations of the 'Divine Essence’'.

This study moves thereafter to an in-depth probe of the spiritual (esoteric) thoughts and teachings
of Sayed Muhammad Noor Bakhsh on (I) moral and spiritual virtues such as: (a) steadfastness and
endurance, (b) self-accountability, (c) good and homely conduct, (d) sincerity and devotion, (¢)
self-contentment, (f) humility and meekness (humbleness), (g) forgiveness and ignoring, (h) fear
and hope, (i) indifference to and abstinence from worldly things (altruism), piety and cautiousness,
(j) departure (from one's homeland, kith and kin and belongings for higher cause), (k) modesty and
sense of honor, (1) truth, and on (II) moral vices such as: (a) self-conceit / vanity (egoism), (b)
self-aggrandizement, (c) false show, (d) false accusation / slander and double-dealing / duplicity,
(e) back-biting, and (f) telling lie. This part of the study highlights the transcendental pragmatism
of Sayed Noor Muhammad Bakhsh's esoteric metaphysic in terms of psycho-moral transformation
which the seeker of Reality undergoes during his Gnostic journey in the sense of passing through
the phase of meditative and contemplative 'thinking' towards the goal of "becoming' and 'doing,
that is, moral living.

The study thereafter goes ahead towards the realm of art as embedded in the literary thoughts and
teachings of Sayed Muhammad Noor Bakhsh with a critical discussion in terms of (I) definition
of literature with that of (a) its kinds, and (b) the impact of its literary figures on the creation of
the history of literature, and (II) glimpses of the Gnostic literature of Sayed Muhammad Noor
Bakhsh with glimpse of love and emotion, and (III) glimpses of his educational literature with (a)
aesthetics (beauty) of endurance, patience and steadfastness, (b) beauty of faith in human
existence, (c) beauty of immortal, everlasting literature, (d) beauty of the Perfect Man, (e) seeking
of God, (f) beauty of Godly life, (g) diction of Sayed Muhammad Noor Bakhsh's literary writings,
(h) symbolic representation, (1) meaningful benefiting from the scenes and phenomena of Nature,
(j) literary styles used and borrowed from the Quran and Hadith, (k) explicit and implicit literary
modes, and (1) fluency and intelligibility.

Thereafter, this study proceeds to a critical discussion of Sayed Noor Muhammad Bakhsh's
scholastic and philosophical thoughts and theories: first (I) the scholastic ones related to: (a) belief
in God's tauhid (singularity), (b) belief in Divine pre-destinations (decrees), (c) belief in angels
commissioned by God, (d) belief in the institution of prophets, (e) belief in the Sacred revealed
books, (f) belief in 'imamatc (g) belief in resurrection, (h) belief in the Mehdi of the ultimate last
era, (1) belief in the five holy persons (of the Prophet's family) in the light of the Quranic aya of
tathir, (j) a linguistic analysis in the context of 'imamat' from Sayed Muhammad Noor Bakhsh's



viewpoint, and (II) second, the philosophic ones related to (a) different and various currents of the
Islamic thought, (b) linguistic definition of philosophy, (c) probabilistic unity of existence, (d)
classification of existence into (i) necessary existence, (ii) possible (contingent) existence, and (iii)
impossible existence (e) the reason for the dependence of the possible existence on the necessary
existence, () cause and effect, (g) eternity and spatio-temporal occurrence, (h) kinds of the eternal
and the spatio-temporal, (i) Sayed M. Noor Bakhsh's view regarding the probable pre-mordial of
souls, and (j) classification of the existence.

Given this theoretical background of Sayed M. Noor Bakhsh's transcendental metaphysics
comprising his Gnostic, spiritual, literary, and scholastico-philosophical plus jurisprudentio-
political thoughts, theories and teachings, this study moves onward towards a critical discussion
of his practical wisdom based on that theoretical infrastructure, and embedded in his
jurisprudentio-political thoughts and theories with (I) first, his jurisprudential thoughts and
theories with discussion of (a) distinct and (b) his jurisprudential diction, and (II) second, his
politico-social thoughts and theories with linguistic probe of Islam's political jurisprudence.

Thereafter, this study moves to an in depth discussion of the impact of Noor Bakhshi's beliefs, first
(I) in Iran and Kashmir with special focus on (a) the spread of these beliefs in Kashmir, and (b)
some samples of their influence in that region, and (c) building of Noor Bakhshi monastery in Zadi
Bal, and second (II) in Pakistan with focus on a sample of the influence of these belief in Baltistan
— all this followed by a comparative study of the Noor Bakhshi's of Iran and those of the Indo-
Pak subcontinent.

This is followed by a discussion of the socio-political conditions of the Noor Bakshis in the
contemporary age with a necessary background of (a) the socio-political situation in Iran during
Sayed Muhammad Noor Bakhsh's time, and (b) the socio-literary environment of the ninth century,
and (c) the socio-political situation in Kashmir and Baltistan at the time of Sayed Muhammad Noor
Bakhsh. Given this background, this study moves to a discussion of the current socio-political and
literary conditions of the Noor Bakhshis especially (a) their socio-political and linguistic
conditions in Baltistan, and (b) their political and linguistic conditions in Kargal and Laddakh with
mention of their schools and religious study centers and their mosques and monasteries, followed
by an analysis of why the Noor Bakhshis sect did not spread.

All this is followed by a logical and natural inference in the form a comprehensive conclusion and
brief mention of data collection, and lastly the triple index of subject / persons, places, and libraries
visited and utilized, and then a detailed bibliography with a list of books and magazines / journals
/ periodicals.

All these part of the study relieve the keen student of the impression that Sayed Noor Bakhsh's
metaphysics may be a barren desert of abstract esoteric ideas and concepts; nay it is a rather a
fertile meadow of multidimensional creative thinking and imagination in which there is a happy



blend of his Gnostic, spiritual, literary, scholastico-philosophical, and jurisprudentio-political
thoughts, theories and teachings, as they bring home the point that Sayed Muhammad Noor Bakhsh
was a versatile genius, a linguist scholar and a poet, and a profound mystic philosopher with
invaluable academic, literary, and mystico-philosophic erudition.



