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Abstract

Comparative Study is a research methodology used to make comparison
across different cultures or countries to explore the common factors or
point of differentiation.

In this piece of work | used this methodology to compare the writings of
two famous poets, Fehmida Riaz and Maya Angelou, Particularly
focusing the area of Feminism in their poems.

Thesis consists of five chapters cover the feminism thoughts,
background of feminism thoughts in Fehmida Riaz and Maya Angelou’s
Poetry, Comparative analysis in the writings of both writers and
Concluded with the recommendations.

First chapter of the thesis discusses the theories of feminism, movements
in Afro-American society, feminism thoughts and history in Pakistan and
comparative analysis of both of the societies. Second and third chapters
specifically focus on Fehmida Riaz and Maya Angelou, briefed the
social, psychological and sexual elements in the poetry of both writers.

Chapter four contains the similarities and differences in the poems of
both writers. Last chapter is concluded with results and
recommendations, and set a bench mark for the future researcher to work
onward.

VI



w5

LSS I P e e F U et fEna 3 K P sd
ot s b sd e L1 GE WL s I L Gk
JJL{“MJU;!@CA@B{f,é:‘zduéidgmdu?;J_:,/iLu,/'i’_‘gngl:w
-u.?/u@/f—éi-/dg/z/?u”&jééig

E fhol 2 Un? waf?@mf"duéjygéruog£/1#4gt
MWL LT LA TEE Ll S I IF 1 Los st los”
de

(ka@f}f?«/’ﬁﬁ/&;{—&cfw&f@U‘”‘Eic«'/@&l“/@uﬁ&"”gw'
Feibs vne P LAt bdba lirlaifefi
F Lo 2 skt 2ok B G L el fEGn
Sl f e e o fo e pm g/ 1 S FEF T L
L bles ot fel S

VIII



/@.Jb‘»g'

e U SAITE FuT i o p6 e LL 6 3F L Lon P
Lt G G652 e Ut usE S Plasd Err e o
ugvnuvf,lv/gﬁﬁ‘,c;éwz;@d/ﬁ-é_m/’fﬁL}i‘ﬁ/"%unfLLw;ﬁ'
e e A AV SIS E A L LU Sl S
s Jf“,wﬁ’z Y-

S oSG P s Bk e o d LS SL 63 A
)u-&l./’&w’utrwﬁuu,'r)t):_rfavg/uLn;)MmJ@?KLJ}Q_
LB AL 8o e S B b EASE i JE Sl
239 P15t s P5lon? 1 il B G5 e 2ie § o Gl £ L
S uﬁ‘_}f"gf LUl un? ey’ ok L1l /’”(5 jfu(‘/ 1

_U//uf/u}£u§lp;&.l,%'¢uﬁ‘aﬂ}f /’J LA ST

-yl as



ol
Lol Sl g G

o’/rgd{l{%::—ggt‘—l

LrEIET bV L7 bt 2 & e Sue bl o Sl G
el Bl o3 L op P A KOP Lot 10 sl Gl Sl U Ga
LIl S e L1 L Uit AR U TGS e b e
~Canada.s/USA, UKU:;LC:leMu:}’I}Al]'TLUMQ}’fiJﬁju‘?[fﬁ_z
E LN BOP L st $ote SUT5 S 4 i 4 otk (T b
s 5245 Married women property act 187011 (7 §asd UT# -
Qs ert Felo = b £ bk & 1ng® We 59 Lo d
dn#

SO Gor U Kl sl Szt G IS F1990 219602 /65 5
FLATEEEIALerr (0582 TS el S U S Ut
P LI L s 5P S R 3I6 S B s 2
pﬁ.uf‘}.l?‘d}bu";gi Jﬁ)}'./ft}"{"Personal is Political"ﬁd;’,w{fﬁmzfja«%
K Flon

Sl Ut bt £ Bl (Tl S o et G d
(}Wd/;;4u;;g&31;uu"euﬁujm_u:a&”}f;fiuLiuMJi/:.é»}ugJu:g}

(l:ZiWoman, Race and ClasscLliu’lLAngela Davis-ﬁﬁ)lllﬁfu;"n’
1



Kimberle 0 * (fﬂf({d‘llﬁ(f&l)?lm%u Lu)"..aﬁ;u:u’u"gutﬁﬂga
Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, :lﬂu;‘”v{!LCrenShaw
/,luuwﬁldentify politics and violence against woman of color
i AT 38199052 )6 A Wb S iy Ul (57
Serb6 5 Setie o b S L2 P af w8 S
e Fugdas J St taws iy

"The belief and aim that women should

have the same rights and opportunities as

"
men. 1

J?d,t,»c/‘n{;/f.wff;a"fu(ggm)
(-ﬂ%ié!}”/}l

ce o § T e e e eIl

dd)ui‘fu/m.;gufwg%w
Uil a2 1t A ST Keof £
2" Jbrbes(

(tugv'aLfiJuf93‘ug£up%&/&%’@&db’m@}bﬂJwi

$3)5 <A Room for One's Own=1920 /S itz s g1k L e p g L B 15

SR LNA AL SEE SUE S esf i The Second Sex-1949§ i
Bl ls ST e poe L 1o et il S s S A1 Ut



"One is not born but rather becomes a

women'3
(-‘acjlgd}&.ﬂ.(}nufl,g:a/f)
w&/uy.ug,?m.,{1w,d;u/r/@wl_‘ag;/ﬁ/@gdz%u:

RIS S U
K eI E TP S 2tz S0k
e St A P o
Al‘lajdufjf'gnuf/fuﬁﬁ_‘auﬁg/f
PR N NI R
el Lo et e F ey
Sy~ cﬁz""’(‘}ﬂﬁmﬂ/l/rvg b ety
4" $n fln
A literature Jﬁb}f‘u&mi,Sexual Politics 1969.,.06@&@{»&&]1
-ulepd/of:’ugbf uﬁf/;/.;;!(‘.?ﬁd/a;{t’oftheir own
305 il flon P SN E Wit Foe Byl F T e
uﬁ/JliMJJu?lLa//-uga:?w,%uguéguguL}”u:f/"w@/’f
10 Uy A
ol L WS 2 s p e G
Liedct S e lis LF A

5" U sl 5
3



:d)io{:gd/ajf,’/‘atﬂa/uf_w“gfcayJ&GLJQ/:‘JJ&Q};M
J;u)ﬂfirf‘:swﬁvgwqﬁt-%lgtlgd,ggﬁ)v“/ﬂdu?' Jj,gl:g_uf‘j,gn
(13 Uy oo

"Feminism begins with the premise that
women's and men's positions in society
are the result of social, not natural and
biological factors. Although feminists do
believe that women's experiences,
concerns and ideas are as valuable as
those of men and should be treated with

equal seriousness and respect."6
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“We should start from the assumption
that we cannot define what ‘feminism’ is,
but only try to pick out common
characteristics of all the many different
‘feminisms’. Any attempt to provide a
baseline definition of a common basis of
all feminisms may start with the assertion
that feminisms concern themselves with
women’s inferior position in society and
with discrimination encountered by
women  because of their sex.
Furthermore, one could argue that all
feminists call for changes in the social,
economic, political or cultural order, to
reduce and eventually overcome this

discrimination against women.7
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within the family and conscious by
women and men to change this situation”
according to this definition anyone who
recognizes the existence of
sexism(Discrimination on the bases of
gender) male domination and patriarchy
and who takes some action against it is a

feminist".13
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"The definition of the term black
feminism is quite interesting. The
majority of the US citizens decribes
feminism as women's liberation. Its
main aim is to reach the social equality
with men. However, black feminism
certainly differs from white feminism.
The black women were aware of the fact
that their men did not share the same
social status with the white men and that
the situation among the women (black
and white) was the same. For the Afro-

American women the eradication of
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domination and elitism were the main

goals.”17
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And Still I Rise (1978)
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Fit Me Well (1975) Shaker: Why Don’t You



Sing? (1983)

(1990)
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On the Pulse of Morning (1993)

Now Sheba Sings the Song (1987)
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I Shall Not be Moved

The Complete collected

Poems of Maya Angelou (1994)” “Phenomenal Woman, Four Poems for

Women (1995)” “A Brave and Startling Truth(1995)”

‘LJqu‘WIUI,,{.,}qjjd/d/@JF%QLL(Nongkhlaw)uU@(j]

“Maya Angelou's poetry is a painful
process of recalling and remembering
a past that is broken into fragments.
Angelou's poetry will be studied as
deeply personal explorations of the
strategies for survival that the
African-American woman uses in
order to free herself from being

caged."2
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My Praises were on all men’s lips
They liked my smile, my wit, my hips,
They spend one night, or two or three
But....

(They Went Home)3
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"Should be tough, tender, laugh as
much as mush as possible, and the ....
Woman warrior who is armed with wit
and courage will be among the first to

celebrate victory"7
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“She is complete since she is a woman
and she needs not to gloss up herself
to soar above. This audactity of
thought, this proud claim, this
supreme confidence makes her a

phenomenal women”’8
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“T am a feminist. I've been female for

a long time now. I'd be stupid no to be

. 2»
on my own side 10
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The variety of our skin tones
can confuse, bemuse, delight,
brown and pink and beige and purple,

tan and blue and white.

I note the obvious differences

between each sort and type,
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but we are more alike, my friends,
than we are unalike.

(Human Family)11
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Too fat to whore,

Too mad to work,

Searches her dreams for the

Lucky sign and walks bare-handed
Into a den of bureaucrats for

Her portion.

'They don't give me welfare.

I take it'.

(Momma Welfare Roll)12
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He understands the female rage,
Why Eve was lustful and
Delilah’s

Grim deceitt.

He sighs for youthful death
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And rape at ten, and murder of
The soul stretched over long.
Our woman notes:

(This coffee’s much too strong)

(Lady Luncheon Club)13
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Your smile, delicate

rumor of peace.

Deafening revolutions nestle in the
cleavage of

your breasts

Beggar-Kings and red-ringed Priests
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seek glory at the meeting
of your thighs

A grasp of Lions, A lap of lambs.

Y our laughter, pealing tall
above the bells of ruined cathedrals.
(Woman Me)14
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But a bird that stalks
Down his narrow cage
Can seldom see through
His bars of rage
His wings are clipped and
His feet are tied
So he opens his throat to sing

(Caged Bird)"’
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Childhood whoring fitted her
For deceit, Daddy had been a
Fandler, soft lipped mouthing
Soft lapped rubbings.
A smile for pretty shoes.
A kiss could earn a dress.
And a private telephone
Was worth the biggest old caress.
(Born That Way)16
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“When I was seven and a half, I was
raped I wan't say severely raped, all
rape 1s severe. The rapist was a person
very well known to my family. I was
hospitalized. The rapist was letout of
jail and was found dead that might and
the police suggested that the rapist
had been kicked to death. I was seven

and a half; I thought that I had caused
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the man’s death because I had spoken
his name. That was my seven and a

halfyear old logic..” 17
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"So I stopped talking for five

years..Now to show you again how
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out of evil there can came good in
those five years I read every book in
the Black School Library. I read all
the books I could get from the white
school library... When 1 decided to
speak, I had a lot to say and many
ways in which to say what I had to

»
say. 19
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“Her voice slid in and curved down

through and over the words. She was

nearly singing 20
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Y ou were the image of
Everything

That caused me to sing

I don’t like reminiscing
Nostalgia is not my forte

I don’t spill tears

On yesterdays years

But honesty make me say
Y ou were a precious pearl

(Just for a Time)21
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"Look you have stepped into the new
world you have the possibility not
only of being a woman but becoming
a mother and this is an indication that
you have this door is opening for you
in a marvellous way a woman
liberates a woman, a girl into woman
hood and I think that, that’s probably
the great gift of a mother to a

daughter."22
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The way you posed your head
So that the light could earess your face
When you put your fingers on my hand
And your hand on my arm,
I was stuck with a sense of health
Of strength and very good fortune
(Mother a Cradle to Hold Me)23
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A Good Woman (Ejd/ufo/fb/./w‘}(UT/}!/.’qufz_/:'l:f/?/?Lu.Jé’

- (b Feeling Bad
Bitterness thick on
A rankling tongue,
A psalm to love that’s

Left unsung

All riddles are blues,
And all blues are sad,
And I'm only mentioning

Some blues I've had.

(A Good Woman Feeling Bad)24
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Funky blues

Keen toed shoes
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High water pants
Saddy night dance
Red soda water
And anybody’s daughter
( Country Love)2s
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I'm little and lean,

Sweet to the bone.
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Cause every man needs

To rest sometime

(Seven Woman’s blessed Assurance )26
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My man is Amber
Changing

Always into itself
New. Now. New
Still itself

Still

(To aMan)27
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Give me your hand
Make room for me
to lead and follow
you

beyond this rage of poetry.
Let others have

the privacy of
touching words
and love of'loss
oflove.

For me

Give me your hand

(A Conciet)30
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Come you death in haste, do come,
My shroud of black be weaving
Quiet my heart be deathly quiet

My true love is leaving

(The Gamut)31
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One day they hold you in the

Palms of their hands, gentle, as if you
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Were the last raw egg in the world. Then
They tighten up. Just a little. The

First squeeze 1s nice. A quick hug.

More. The hurt begins. Wrench out a

Smile that slides around the fear. When the
Air disappears,

Y our mind pops, exploding fiercely, briefly,
Like the head of a kitchen match. Shattered.
(Men)32
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Shadows on the wall

Noises down the hall

Life doesn't frighten me at all
Panthers in the park

Strangers in the dark

No, they don't frighten me at all.
(Life doesn’t frighten me)33
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"With dark skin, wide-nose, kinky-
curly hair, and curvy hips, my ability
to appreciate my own physical beauty
is only due to a historical accident.....
Maya Angelou’s Phenomenal Woman
articulated in words the powerful

images of beautiful black women who
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appeared on posters, magazine
articles, and Blaxploitation films..."34
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“Comparison is an important
cognitive aperation allowing making
judgments about similarities and
differences between the objects and
events of the surrownding world.
Comparison permits to reveal both
quantitative and qualitative

characteristics of the objects as well
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as to define the features determining
their possible connections and

. - »
interrelations. 2
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“I am a feminist. 've been female for
along time now. I'd be stupid not to be

on my own side”3
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“She was a walking talking work of
art. Being in room with her was like
being a room with the Mona Lisa. All

eyes were on her. 4
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Your hands easy

weight, teasing the bees

hived in my hair, your smile at the
slope of my cheek. On the
occasion, you press

above me, glowing, spouting
readiness, mystery rapes

my reason

When you have withdrawn
your self and the magic, when
only the smell of your

love lingers between
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my breasts, then, only
then, can I greedily consume
your presence.

( Rememberance)
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It is true

I was created in you.

It is also true

That you were created for me.

I owned your voice.

It was shaped and tuned to soothe me.

Y our arms were molded

Into a cradle to hold me, to rock me.

The scent of your body was the air

Perfumed for me to breathe.

( Mother a Cradle to Hold Me)
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One day they hold you in the

Palms of their hands, gentle, as if you
Were the last raw egg in the world. Then
They tighten up. Just a little. The

First squeeze is nice. A quick hug.

Soft into your defenselessness. A little

More. The hurt begins. Wrench out a

124



Smile that slides around the fear. When the
Air disappears,
Y our mind pops, exploding fiercely, briefly,

Like the head of a kitchen match. Shattered.
( Men)

ujdkvg-‘a&‘u‘&«f:«#/&wfuf-wb»u’?ufur”ui»w
2 S e GUTIIF o eBve niis porc SRS Fr e S
2ol St e LI A5 ST S uss poe FEZ A
e ol S0 P Tl Qo s kK e T2 f Sl £
5w ST A O S e Ut o Fa e 5 i
et QoL oih sz U P NS FaS I E st £
J/u{'gf;i'wfuu;ﬂ?gid/'wtgwu/J:Jjﬁu‘{ugﬁf.‘atl«uw
22 Ol L LS S fmd e pon F et e S
ST S5 Sl § St G e bl 08
SF e B by e B e ef S LU L oid
i s g N LS ap S f st o sisig il et
cﬂ,ﬁKg/ifb,gw/,lJ’“//,g-@‘ﬂnuﬁ’gﬂpui'oqu’@K/d/‘aﬁn
3 obus P ot S B U s e e Bmn e §
Ut
Quict ey
(Becnsmt £U1)

125



il f2 2 BES A
(d;(fcyffﬁwugu;)
EN P PR
écajduff;éau

(c«/f@ﬁ]l)

b ST/ LA Y2 2e O ST6UTF L Ui gd

S 230 QU UF U7 0P Lo SSK st S8 P LWt § 2 40 7S

L/il/f‘agtj.f/,g:bdﬁw;!u";é_/m:ﬁ)-u}:—,ﬁ:‘iu}?%&/’ugﬁﬁ

L A LA LG U 00 U5 T TG U e b U ST

PSP Kbl O - (o L Uit S I

Jf-‘éﬁc/'fd/lid/wﬁﬁv{'Lf'{b,«'ﬁu:f[}/c«@Jc«/f‘fﬂwu-u:?g/f{
s _,téﬁimf’n P o

When you see me sitting quietly,
Like a sack left on the shelf,
Don't think I need your chattering.

I'm listening to myself.
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Hold! Stop! Don'’t pity me!

Hold! Stop your sympathy!

Understanding if you got it,

Otherwise I'll do without it!

( On Aging)
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Thus she had lain
sugercane sweet
deserts her hair

golden her feet
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mountains her breasts
two Niles her tears.
Thus she has lain

Black through the years.

( Africa)
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He understands the female rage,
Why Eve was lustful and
Delilah’s

Grim deceit.
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(Lady Lunchean Club)
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You're breaking another heart

and I know it

And there's nothing

I cando

IfI try to tell her

what I know

She'll misunderstand

and make me go

Poor Girl

(Poor Girl)
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Give me your hand

Make room for me

to lead and follow

you

beyond this rage of poetry.
Let others have

the privacy of

touching words
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and love of loss
oflove.

For me

Give me your hand.

( A Conciet)
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"I'm going to write in Caged Bird
about all those black men with their
fists balled up who talk about nation-
building' time and then go home to
rape their nieces and step—daughters
and all the little teenage girls who
don'tknow beans about life. I'm going
to tell it because rape and incest are

rife in the black community".10
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Tired now of pedestal existence
For fear of flying

And vertigo, you descend

And step lightly over

My centuries of horror

And take my hand,

Smiling, call me

Sister.

( Family Affairs)
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Your smile, delicate

rumor of peace.

Deafening revolutions nestle in the
cleavage of

your breasts

Beggar-Kings and red-ringed Priests
seek glory at the meeting

of your thighs

A grasp of Lions, A lap of lambs.

Your tears, jeweled

strewn a diadem

caused Pharaohs to ride

deep in the bosom of hte

Nile. Southern spas lash fast

their doors upon the night when
winds of death blow down your name
A bride of hurricanes,

A swarm of summer wind.

Your laughter, pealing tall
above the bells of ruined cathedrals.

(Woman Me)
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I'm young ass morning
And fresh as dew
Everybody loves me

And so do you
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I'm fat as butter
And sweet as cake
Men start to trumble
Each time I shake

(Seven Women’s Blessed Assurance)
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