The present research is an analysis of 'Social Consciousness in Urdu Novels'. An attempt has been made to review
how social changes emerging in different periods provided food for through to novelists. The period included for this
research extends from the beginning of Urdu Novel to the end of 19th Century. The focus of the research is those
social changes that took place after the War of Independence of 1857 in the Indian society, under the influence of
the West. This was a transitory period when old and new traditions, both, co-existed; and which were equally
reflected in Urdu Novel. Since the very beginning of 20th Century, defensive attitude changed into a more aggressive
sentiment, and newer visions of nationhood. This evolution of thought and attitude strongly influenced Indian

culture.

The researcher has tried to trace this ‘consciousness' and the resultant social changes from the beginning of 20th
Century till the creation of Pakistan (1947). The new social set up of post-partition days was dominated by class
conflicts and influenced by Islamic thought. As such, the 'social consciousness' of the society that emerged after
Pakistan's independence was different from that of its predecessors. The researcher has discussed this 'Social
Consciousness' in the perspective of novels written during that period. The research is a journey through the social
changes that occurred and influenced Urdu Novel from its beginning to the 20th Century and a critical analysis of
their conscious and unconscious expression in Urdu Novel.



