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ABSTRACT

J’)/u:/b/’&(u&;dffv
(uﬁfﬁjdﬁ@/bu!c«w.dﬂ/!)

The Role of Muslim Naval Force in the Modern Age

(In the Light of Islamic Teachings and History)

The Role of Muslim Naval Force in the contemporary era with reference to
Islamic Teachings and History has been critically and analytically evaluated in this
research work. The significance and value of Naval Force of Islamic countries has
come under discussion in scientific manners.

In the first chapter, an attempt has been made to highlight the importance of
Oceans in human life, in the light of the Holy Qur'an. As we are aware of the fact
that two third of this earth consists of water, the remaining is the land. Moreover,
this chapter elucidates pre-Islamic history of Naval Force in effective manners.

Second chapter deals with the concept of Jihad in Islam. Different forms
and manifestations of Jihad in Caliphate period have been discussed. The historical
perspective of Muslim Navy and its beginning has been explained.

In the third chapter, the golden period of Muslim Naval Force with special
reference to Umayyad and Abbasids period have been studied.

Fourth chapter discusses advancement of Muslim Navies under Fatimid and
the Ottoman empires. The contribution of Turks and the conquest of Cordova have
been critically evaluated. Different challenges during this period have also been
described.

In the last chapter, challenges to the Muslim Navies in general and to the
Pakistan Navy in particular have been identified. The achievements of Pakistan
Navy has also been highlighted and appreciated. Last but not least,
recommendations and suggestions for the uplift and advancement of Muslim
Navies have been discussed.
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The proposal for the first combined operation had come from the
latter [Muawiya]. Cyprus, he claimed, was so near to the Syrian

coast that it was almost possible to hear the barking of dogs. It is
interesting to note that when Usman R.A approval was solicited,

he replied that he had seen the refusal which Umar had
previously sent to Muawiya R.A concerning naval operations. If
Umar , in his later years, kept copies of his correspondence, we

have already progressed from the days when orders regarding
major political events were delivered verbally. Othman, then
having read the previous correspondence, graves his half hearted
consent. The expedition, he said could proceed, on condition that

all the men be volunteers and that Muawiya take his wife with

him. Presumably this quaint stipulation was intended to deter
Muawiya from undertaking too rash an enterprise. In 649,
IbnAbiSarh joined the Syrian armada with a fleet which he had
organized in Egypt, the sailors of which were Egyptians but the
fighting men Arabs. (Apparently the task of the sailors was
merely to row and to navigate but not to fight.(No sooner did the
Arabs land on the island (Cyprus) than the Byzantine governor
offered to surrender, before any fighting had taken place. A

curious agreement was signed between the two parties.’

1970csstecst 25T 211 Fep bl st e 2

Glubb, Lt. Gen, Sir John, The Great Arab Conquests, P: 288-289, London, 1963
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The Cypriots agreed to pay the Arabs an annual tribute of 7200
Dinars, the same amount which they were already paying to
Byzantiums. A clause was included, however, which left to the
people of Cyprus the right to continue payment to the Byzantine
government at the same time. Thus, after the signature of the
treaty, the Cypriots were paying tribute simultaneously to
Byzantium and to Medina. Other conditions recognized the
neutrality of the island in the events of hostilities between the

Arabs and Byzantine. '

& o3 GG n P s 22 ks 7200 20 £ UsF P i
Sl AT SLIET LUt sl A& cse s & Uil

Glubb, Lt. Gen, Sir John, The Great Arab Conquests, P: 288-289, London, 1963
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The first warlike activities of the newly formed Muslim fleet
were directed against the Byzantine island of Cyprus, Crete and
Rhodes, which were among the main bases of the Byzantine
navies in the Eastern Mediterranean. [He further writes] In 649,

the Caliph Usman somewhat unwillingly, permitted Muawiya to

carry out a first raid on Cyprus.”
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Bernard Lewis, The Arabs in History, London, P-116, 1950
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Thus if the effort and the armament expended in vain attacks on the walls of
Constantinople had been used elsewhere, they might well have sufficed to
conquer Italy, Spain and perhaps France. It is true that Spain was indeed to be
conquered some forty years later, but by that time the pristine enthusiasm of the
Arabs had yet further waned and their reputation no longer terrorized the
world. But in 661 their fame was still terrible and they had never been
defeated. If then they had occupied Italy , Spain and France, Constantinople
itself could not have survived longer.2
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. Frogman Operations through X-Craft
. Air borne Operations
. Commando Operations

. Salvage Operations
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5. Search and Rescue Missions
6. Training of SSG(N)
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