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"Religious Studies Curricula in Pakistani Universities: An
Analytical Study with Reference to the Contemporary
Era"

Abstract

This study analyzes the curriculum of Religious Studies in Pakistani universities,
particularly in the context of contemporary educational, social, and cultural
needs. Pakistan is a country with deep-rooted religious, historical, and cultural
foundations, where education, society, and national ideology are closely linked
with religion. It is a multi-religious state where, alongside Muslims, communities
such as Hindus, Christians, Sikhs, Parsis, Baha’is, Buddhists, and Kalash also
reside. Within this context, it becomes increasingly important for universities to
design curricula that not only reflect national values but also align with
international academic standards.

The central question of this research is whether the current Religious Studies
curriculum 1s capable of addressing modern challenges such as interfaith
harmony, religious tolerance, human rights, sectarianism, and extremism. It is
therefore crucial to examine whether the curriculum provides balanced
knowledge about different religions, considers the academic and cultural needs
of minority students, and creates an environment conducive to peaceful
coexistence. This research employs a mix methodology, analyzing university
curricula, teaching frameworks, and relevant scholarly literature. The findings
suggest that while some positive aspects exist, the curriculum still requires both
intellectual and practical reforms to adequately address issues of interfaith
harmony, religious tolerance, minority needs, sectarianism, and extremism.
Hence, universities can play a constructive and effective role in addressing these
growing challenges through improvements in curriculum development, teaching
methods, teacher training, and research initiatives.

In this academic and social context, it is essential to evaluate the curricula,
teaching methodologies, research trends, and co-curricular activities related to
Religious Studies in Pakistani universities. This paper is presented to fulfill this
academic and intellectual need.

Keywords: Interfaith Studies, Pakistani Universities, Educational Curriculum,
Minorities.
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el bl £ T
Institution Frequency Percentage | Valid Cumulative
Name Percentage percentage
Fatima Jinnah 7 14.9 14.9 14.9
Numl Uni 17 36.2 36.2 51.1
Islamic Uni 11 23.4 23.4 74.5
Allama Igbal 12 25.5 25.5 100
Total 47 100 100 100
e International ista
23.4%
Allama Iqbal open... |
Numl Uni

36.2%
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Responses Frequency Percentage | Valid Cumulative
e 44 Percentage percentage
Bachelor 17 36.2 36.2 36.2
M-Phil 25 53.2 53.2 89.4
PHD 5 10.6 10.6 100
Total 47 100 100 100
6%

S53.2%

Bachelor
RE 5O,

36.2%
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Responses Frequency Percentage | Valid Cumulative
yey 44 Percentage percentage
Male 20 42.6 42.6 42.6
Female 27 57.4 36.2 78.8
Total 47 100 100
Male
42.6%
Female

57.4%
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Responses Frequency Percentage | Valid Cumulative
e 44 Percentage percentage
Yes 43 91.5 91.5 91.5
No 4 8.5 8.5 100
Total 47 100 100
No

8.5%

Yes
91.5%
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Responses Frequency | Percentage | Valid Cumulative
Wi 14 Percentage | percentage

Social harmony 1 21 2.1 2.1
For the ' 7 14.9 14.9 17
understanding of
different religions
For religious 1 2.1 2.1 19.1
tolerance
All these are included 38 0.9 80.9 100
Total 47 100 100
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Reponses Frequency Percentage | Valid Cumulative

N4 24 Percentage percentage
Fully 15 31.9 31.9 31.9
To some extenet 27 57.4 57.4 89.4
Absolutely Not 5 10.7 10.7 100
Total 47 100 100

31.9%

To some extent
57 .4%
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Reponses Frequency Percentage | Valid Cumulative
N4 24 Percentage percentage
Yes 36 76.6 76.6 76.6
To some extenet 10 21.3 21.3 97.9
No 1 2.1 2.1 100
Total 47 100 100
No

2.1%
To some extent

21.3%

Yes

76

.6%
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Reponses Frequency Percentage | Valid Cumulative
N4 24 Percentage percentage
Yes 41 89.5 89.5 89.5
To some extenet 5 10.5 10.5 95.7
No 1 2.1 2.1 100
Total 47 100 100
No

4.3%
To some extent

10.6%

Yes
85.1%
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T
Reponses Frequency Percentage | Valid Cumulative
1y x4 Percentage percentage
Yes 23 48.9 48.9 48.9
To some extenet 20 42.6 42.6 91.5
No 4 8.5 8.5 100
Total 47 100 100
No

8.5%

Yes

48.9%

To some extent

42 6%
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Reponses Frequency Percentage | Valid Cumulative
A4 24 Percentage percentage

Yes 43 91.5 91.5 91.5
No 4 8.5 8.5 100
Total 47 100 100

No

8.5%

yes

91.5%
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Reponses Frequency Percentage | Valid Cumulative

N4 24 Percentage percentage
Yes 33 70.2 70.2 70.2
To some extenet 6 12.8 12.8 83
No 8 17 17 100
Total 47 100 100

To some extent
12.8%

No
17.0%

Yes
70.2%
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Reponses Frequency | Percentage | Valid Cumulative
i 24 Percentage | percentage

Coverageof 23 48.9 48.9 48.9

contemporary social

1ssues

Benefit from global | 23.4 23.4 72.3

religious studies

E@pha51s on interfaith 13 277 27 7 100

dialogue

Total 47 100 100

Benefit from glob... .
23 . 4% Emphasis on inter. ..
27.7 %

Coverage of cont...
a8 9%
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Reponses Frequency Percentage | Valid Cumulative

N4 24 Percentage percentage
Yes 34 70.3 70.3 70.3
To some extenet 7 14.9 14.9 85.2
No 6 14.8 14.8 100
Total 47 100 100

To some extent
14.9%

No
12.8%

Yes
72.3%
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S L aipalicld
Reponses Frequency Percentage | Valid Cumulative
1y x4 Percentage percentage
Yes 40 85.1 85.1 85.1
To some extenet 7 14.9 14.9 100
No 0 0 0 100
Total 47 100 100

To some extent
14.9%

Yes
85.1%
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Tg-bln
Reponses Frequency Percentage | Valid Cumulative
1y x4 Percentage percentage
Yes 46 97.9 97.9 97.9
No 1 2.1 2.1 100
Total 47 100 100

No

21%

yes

97.9%

FTatit el S € b ar397.0 e tnp bt nz, i S b oo
Ln'uf‘/f‘al/fglu’ﬂd 2.1,Jy/?_%(gtn)w!ﬁﬁ:%}&)/wu‘r‘}éLf/}/.éc.«f’b/,ﬂl
Kué%,g/uce:’y#:ug&‘a{’g Jbﬂd 97.95}&)4;%*/,1/4‘_!%()1’”4;(]1&:_%[5

160

— S 26




PRV L YOI BRI SIS (VU 1%

Reponses Frequency Percentage | Valid Cumulative

N4 24 Percentage percentage
Yes 35 74.5 74.5 74.5
No 12 25.5 25.5 100
Total 47 100 100

No

25.5%

Yes

74.5%
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Reponses Frequency Percentage | Valid Cumulative

N4 24 Percentage percentage
Yes 38 80.9 80.9 80.9
To some extenet 8 17 17 97.9
No 1 2.1 2.1 100
Total 47 100 100

No

2.1%
To some extent

17.0%

yes
80.9%
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