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Abstract

Contemporary linguistic and critical trends have significantly transformed the nature and
essence of language and literature, leading to a shift in critical insights as well. Postmodern
critical theory explores the semantic linkages in literary texts that were previously
unexplored. The approach of this theory toward the discovery of these semantic linkages is
based on methods and strategies of text comprehension, analysis, and interpretation, which
form the core issue of this research topic. Postmodern theory consists of three primary
discussions: one theoretical, focused on the creative process; another practical, dealing
with the forms of reading and interpretation; and a third, applied, which relates to the
performance of these practical forms. However, more focus has been placed on applied
studies than on the practical forms of postmodern theory. This research focuses on the
second part, investigating the practical forms of postmodern theory alongside its semantic
interpretations, scope, and methodology. These critical discussions introduce a method for
interpreting and analyzing texts. Postmodern critical theory is multifaceted and
interdisciplinary, leading to a multi-dimensional quality in text interpretation and
understanding. This research work, in the light of Western postmodern theories,
particularly those of Jacques Derrida, Michel Foucault, and Julia Kristeva, investigates the
semantic interpretations of postmodern theory. In this context, the study of semantic
interpretations of postmodern theory in Urdu literature has been examined from its
linguistic, textual, and social dimensions. The tools of postmodern theory offer new
standards for criticism, providing insights into semantic depth. Concepts such as deferred
meaning, the situational context of meaning in the text, the uncertainty of meaning,
indeterminacy, the multiplicity and supplementarity of meaning, and the locality of
meaning are central to postmodern critical theory. This research analyzes the linguistic,
textual, and social constructs within the framework of postmodern theory to uncover the
linguistic, social, cultural, political, and ideological aspects of meaning. Finally, a scope
and methodology for the semantic interpretations of postmodern theory in Urdu literature

are also proposed.
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. Barthes, Roland. Image, Music, Text. Translated by Stephen Heath, Fontana Press, 1977, p.

159,
170 52000855 o5 FZ 21 SE S BT st

Derrida, Jacques. Of Grammatology. Translated by Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Johns

Hopkins UP, 1976, p. 158
952012641 U obl g FEMTL S Pli F Ul 2

Aristotle , Complete Works, ed. Jonathan Barnes, Princeton University Press , 1984. P.

645al — 645b1

“ Similarly, the true object of architecture is not bricks, mortar, or timber, but the house; and
so the principal object of natural philosophy is not the material elements, but their
composition, and the totality of the substance, independently of which they have no

. »
existence.

Derrida, Jacques, Structure, Sign, and Play in the Discourse of the Human Sciences, in The
Structuralist Controversy, ed. R. Macksey & E. Donato, Johns Hopkins Univ. Press, 1972.

P. 248

"The center is at the center of the totality, and yet, since the center does not belong to the

totality...the totality has its center elsewhere. The center is not the center."

Ferdinand de Saussure, Course in General Linguistics, tr. Wade Baskin, McGraw-Hill,

New York 1966,p.112.

"Without language, thought is a vague, uncharted nebula. There are no pre-existing ideas,

and nothing is distinct before the appearance of language."

Claude Lévi-Strauss, The Structural Study of Myth, in Structural Anthropology, tr. Claire

Jacobson, Basic Books, New York 1963, p. 216.
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"The myth has to do with the inability...to find a satisfactory transition between [the belief
in autochthonous origin| and the knowledge that human beings are actually born from the
union of man and woman...Although experience contradicts theory, social life validates

cosmology by its similarity of structure. Hence cosmology is true."
1447201005082 G5 v 223 S s B U e Bl ik a2 359
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. Barthes, Roland. Image, Music, Text. Trans. Stephen Heath, P.145

“Linguistically, the author is never more than the instance writing, just as/is nothing other
than the instance saying/ : language knows a ‘subject’, not a ‘person’, and this subject, empty
outside of the very enunciation which denies it, suffices to make language hold together’,

suffices, this is to say, to exhaust it”

Michel Foucault, Aesthetics, Method and Epistemology: Esseential Works of Foucault,

ed. James D. Faubian, The New Press, 1998. P.221

“the author is not an indefinite source of significations that fill a work; the author does not
precede the works; he is a certain functional principle by which, in our culture, one limits,
excludes, and chooses; in short, by which one impedes the free circulation, the free

manipulation, the free composition, decomposition, and recomposition of fiction.”
2167 -1

Michel Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge and The Discourse on Language, trans.
By A.M Sheridan Smith, Routledge, 1972. P.182
Michel Foucault, Aesthetics, Method and Epistemology: Esseential Works of Foucault,

ed. James D. Faubian, The New Press, 1998. P.222

“I think that, as our society changes, at the very moment when it is in the process of
changing, the author function will disappear, and in such a manner that fiction and its

polysemous texts will once again function according to another mode, but still with a
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system of constraint-one that will no longer be the author but will have to be determined

. »
or, perhaps, experienced .

16. Derrida, Jacques, Structure, Sign, and Play in the Discourse of the Human Sciences, in The

Structuralist Controversy, ed. R. Macksey & E. Donato, p. 249

“ It would be possible to show that all the names related to fundamentals, to principles, or
to the center have always designated the constant of a presence — eidos, arch ¢ , telos,
energeia, ousia (essence, existence, substance, subject), aletheia, transcendentality,

consciousness, or conscience, God, man, and so forth.

17. Jacques Derrida, Dissemination, trans. Barbara Johnson, University of Chicago Press,

1981, p. 292.

“ Numerous and plural in every strand of its (nots (that is, (kK)not of any subject,(k)not
any object, (l)not any thing), this first time already is not from around here, no longer has a
here and now; it breaks up the complicity of belonging that ties us to our habitat, our culture,

. 2»
our simple roots.

18. Kristeva, J. Desire in Language: A Semiotic Approach to Literature and Art, ed. L. S.
Roudiez, trans. T. Gora, A. Jardine & L. S. Roudiez. Columbia University Press, New

York. 1980. p. 66

"Any text is constructed as a mosaic of quotations; any text is the absorption and

transformation of another."
19. Tbid. p. 37

in the space ofa given text, several utterances, taken from other texts, intersect and

neutralize one another.

20. Ibid. 64



174

“each word (text) is an intersection of words (texts) where at least one other word (text)

»
can be read.
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Barthes, Roland. Image, Music, Text. Translated by Stephen Heath, Fontana Press, 1977,

p. 148.
12021l TPl sge SE I O P lbe 2 2Lr

Jameson, Fredric. Postmodernism, or, The Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism. Duke

University Press, 1991, p. 17.

Ifthe ideas of a ruling class were once the dominant (or hegemonic) ideology of bourgeois
society, the advanced capitalist countries today are now a field of stylistic and discursive

heterogeneity without a norm.
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7. Jameson, Fredric. Postmodernism, or, The Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism. Duke

University Press, 1991, p. 25.

There no longer does seem to be any organic relationship between the American history we
learn from schoolbooks and the lived experience of the current, multinational, high-rise,

stagflated city of the newspapers and of our own everyday life.

Kristeva, J. Desire in Language: A Semiotic Approach to Literature and Art,ed. L. S.
Roudiez, trans. T. Gora, A. Jardine & L. S. Roudiez. Columbia University Press, New

York. 1980. p. 262
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The text is therefore a 'productivity' and this means: First that its relationship to the
language in which it is situated is re-distributive (distructive- constructive), and hence can
be better approached through logical catagories rather than linguistic ones: and second that
it is a permutation of texts an inter textuality; in the space of a given text, several utterances,

taken from other tets, intersect and neutralize one—another.

9. Kuhn, Thomas S. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. University of Chicago Press,

1962,p. 150.

“The transition between competing paradigms cannot be made a step at a time, forced by
logic and neutral experience. Like the Gestalt switch, it must occur all at once (though not

necessarily in an instant) or not at all.”

10. Baudrillard, Jean. Simulacra and Simulation. Translated by Sheila Faria Glaser,

University of Michigan Press, 1994,p. 11.

“The territory no longer precedes the map, nor does it survive it. It is nevertheless the map
that precedes the territory—precession of simulacra—that engenders the territory, and if
one must return to the fable, today it is the territory whose shreds slowly rot across the
extent of the map. It is the real, and not the map, whose vestiges persist here and there in the

deserts that are no longer those of the Empire, but ours. The desert of the real itself.”

11. Foucault, Michel, The History of Sexuality, Vol. 1 trans by R. Hurley Vintage books

Penguin. 1990. P.100-101

“Discourses are not once and for all subservient to power or raised up against it.. We must
make allowances for the complex and unstable process whereby a discourse can be both an
instrument and an effect of power, but also a hindrance, a stumbling point of resistance and
a starting point for an opposing strategy. Discourse transmits and produces power; it
reinforces it, but also undermines and exposes it, renders it fragile and makes it possible to

thwart” .
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12. Foucault, M. Discipline and Punish: the birth of a prison. Trans by Alan Sheridan

Vintage Books 1979. P. 194

“We must cease once and for all to describe the effects of power in negative terms: it
‘excludes’, it ‘represses’, it ‘censors’, it ‘abstracts’, it ‘masks’, it ‘conceals’. In fact power
produces; it produces reality; it produces domains of objects and rituals of truth. The

individual and the knowledge that may be gained of him belong to this production”

13. Foucault, Michel, The History of Sexuality, Vol. 1 trans by R. Hurley Vintage books

Penguin. 1990. P.105

14. Derrida, Jacques. Aporias. Translated by Thomas Dutoit, Stanford University Press,

1993.P. 12

“Aporia suggests 'an impasse', a knot or an inherent contradiction found in any text, an
insuperable deadlock, or 'double bind' of incompatible or contradictory meanings which

are 'undecidable”.
15. De Man, Paul. The Resistance to Theory. University of Minnesota Press, 1986, p.11.

“The resistance to theory is a resistance to reading, and what it resists is not reading per se,

but reading as a mode of understanding that is always already caught in the undecidable.”

16. Tyson, Lois. Critical Theory Today: A User-Friendly Guide, 2nd ed., Routledge, 2006,

p. 170.

“ Reader-response theory.. maintains that what a text is cannot be separated from what it
does.. reader-response theorists share two beliefs: (1) that the role of the reader cannot be
omitted from our understanding of literature and (2) that readers do not passively consume

the meaning presented to them by an objective literary text.”

17. Iser, Wolfgang. The Implied Reader: Patterns of Communication in Prose Fiction from

Bunyan to Beckett. Johns Hopkins University Press, 1974, pp. 274-275.
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“If this is so, then the literary work has two poles, which we might call the artistic and the
aesthetic: the artistic refers to the text created by the author, and the aesthetic to the
realization accomplished by the reader. From this polarity it follows that the literary work
cannot be completely identical with the text, or with the realization of the text, but in fact
must lie halfway between the two. The work is more than the text, for the text only takes on
life when it is realized, and furthermore the realization is by no means independent of the
individual disposition of the reader—though this in turn is acted upon by the different

patterns of the text.”

18. Jauss, Hans Robert. Toward an Aesthetic of Reception. Translated by Timothy Bahti,

University of Minnesota Press, 1982, p. 21.

“A literary work is not an object that stands by itself and that offers the same view to each
reader in each period. It is not a monument that monologically reveals its timeless
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