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Abstract

The philosophy of existentialism gives priority to subjectivity over
objectivity. This philosophy speaks of human freedom by prioritizing
existence over essence. Scientific progress, scientism, rationalism and
mechanized life have given rise to many problems. The philosophy of
existentialism raised its voice against these problems. These problems gave
rise to anxiety, tension, worry, stress, terror, loneliness, suffocation and
indifference in man. The problems of man were not solved by science and
Hegel's philosophy of rationality. Existentialism felt this gap in man and
tried to fill it. The horror of world wars, through them, fear and terror and
the anxiety of situations worried man. These wars put into practice the
concepts of human dignity. There was widespread killing of human beings
and loss of property, which created the thought among humans that science
and religion cannot offer a solution to our problems. There must be some
attitude that can save man from future destruction. In such circumstances,
the philosophy of existentialism flourished. This philosophy is a
philosophy of loneliness, otherness and alienation, and it also makes man
responsible. Man is what he wants to be. This philosophy is the slogan of
existentialism. Man has the freedom to decide. The twenty-first century
novels: Kaghzi Ghat, Le Sans Bhi Aahista, Khuda Ke Sa’ay Mein Aankh
Macholi, Jandar, Shajar-e-Hayat and Maut Ki Kitab contain elements of
existentialism. These novels contain elements of existentialism and non-
existentialism. The characters in these novels contain aspects of
existentialism. The characters in these novels contain aspects of
existentialism. The expression of this philosophy becomes clear from the
characters in these novels. The main character Moona created by Khalida
Hussain, Musharaf Alam Zaugi's Kardaar, Rehman Abbas's Abd-ul-
Salam, Akhtar Salimi's Wali Khan, Shajar-e-Hayat's Behzad, Khalid
Javed's Unees Auraq, have existential thoughts. These characters highlight
the political, social and psychological problems of the twenty-first century.
This research is a reflection of the life of a 21% century human being.

Keywords: rationalism, scientism, horror of wars, subjectivity, objectivity,
existential elements of determinism
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1. Existence precedes essence. what you are (your essence) is the
result of your choices(your existence) rather than the reverse.
Essence is not destiny. you are what you make yourself to be.

2. Time is of the essence. We are fundamentally time-bound
beings. Unlike measurable, ‘clock' time, lived time is
qualitative: the 'not yet' the 'already' and the 'present’ differ
among themselves in meaning and value.

3. Humanism. Existentialism is a person-centered philosophy.
Though not anti-science, its focus is on the human individual's
pursuit of identify and meaning amidst the social and
economic pressures of mass society for superficiality and
conformism.



. Freedom/responsibility. Existentialism is a philosophy of
freedom. Its basis is that fact that we can stand back from our
lives and reflect on what we have been doing. In this sense, we
are always 'more’ than ourselves. But we are as responsible as
we are free.

. Ethical consideration are paramount. Though each
existentialist understands the ethical, as with 'freedom' in his
or her own way, the underlying concern is to invite us to
examine the authenticity of our personal lives and of our

society.
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““We are concerned with the in-itself from two

fundamental points of view. First, how can we be in

the midst of the In-itself without losing our

freedom. Here, we find the fullest exposition of

Sartre's ideas on freedom and facticity. Second, we

discover that our fundamental relation to Being is

such that we desire to appropriate it through either

action, possession, or the attempt to become one

with it.”[11]
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“The forms of despair must be discoverable
abstractly by reflecting upon the factors which
compose the self as a synthesis. The self is com—
posed of infinity and finiteness. But the synthesis is
arelationship, and it is a relationship which, though

it 1s derived, relates itself to itself, which means
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freedom. The self is freedom. But freedom 1is the
dialectical element in the terms possibility and
necessity. [ I¥]
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“Dread is not a determinant of necessity, but neither
is it of freedom; it is a trammeled freedom, where
freedom is not free in itself but trammeled, not by
necessity but in itself. If sin has come into the world
by necessity (which is a self-contradiction), then
there 1s no dread. If sin has come into the world by
an act of abstract liberum arbitrium (which no more
existed at the beginning than it does at a later period
of'the world, for it is anon—sense to thought), neither
in this case is there dread. To want to explain

logically the entrance of sin into the world is a
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stupidity which could only occur to people who are
comically anxious to get an explanation.”[ ]
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“It has much in common with the situation of the
moribund when he lies and struggles with death, and
cannot die. So to be sick unto death is, not to be able
to die yet not as though there were hope of life; no,
the hopelessness in this case is that even the last

hope, death, is not available. When death is the
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greatest danger, one hopes for life; but when one

becomes acquainted with an even more dreadful

danger, one hopes for death. So when the danger is

so great that death has become one's hope, despair is

the disconsolateness of not being able to die.” ["]
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“In order, however, to avoid confusion, it should
immediately be kept in mind that the issue is not
about the truth of Christianity but about the
individual’s relation to Christianity, consequently
not about the indifferent individual's systematic
eagerness to arrange the truths of Christianity in
paragraphs but rather about the concern of the
infinitely interested individual with regard to his
own relation to such a doctrine.” ’[F]
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““That this condition is nevertheless despair and is
rightly so denominated may be taken as an
expression for a trait which we may call, in a good
sense, the opinionative-ness of truth but this
opinionative—ness of truth is, to be sure, held in scant
honor, as also it is far from being the case that men
in general regard relationship to the truth, the fact of
standing in relationship to the truth, as the highest
good, and it is very far from being the case that they,
Socratically, regard being under a delusion as the
greatest misfortune; their sensuous nature 1is
generally predominant over their intellectuality. So
when a man is supposed to be happy, he imagines
that he is happy (whereas viewed in the light of the
truth he is unhappy), and in this case he is generally
very far from wishing to be torn away from that
delusion.” [ ]
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“Finally, the question implies the existence of a

truth. By the very question the questioner affirms

that he expects an objective reply, such that we can

say of'it, "It is thus and not otherwise." In a word the

truth, as different from being, introduces a third non-

being as determining the question-the non-being of

limitation. This triple nonbeing conditions every

question and in particular the metaphysical

question, which is our question.”[®]
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“In a deeper sense that the more highly we value

man, the more terrible death appears. The beast

cannot properly be said to die; but when the spirit is

posited as spirit, death appears terrible. The dread of

death therefore corresponds to that of childbirth,

though with this I do not subscribe to what in part is

said truly, in part only wittily, in part

enthusiastically, in part lightly, about death being a

metamorphosis. At the instant of death man finds

himself at the ex— trimmest point of the synthesis;

the spirit cannot, as it were, be present, and yet it

must wait, for the body must die.”[F/]

fl:g_jjé’.//ﬁo)&]dxe Juw(”cfuﬁur‘”z_f’:x}

-CﬁlgL‘»(uﬁ}t/a.u.@/uuf_‘a&nﬂw:af.fﬁf@

éuﬁjﬁfar?9t@gﬂ4/)Lc,J/c,J,eug

Lu”fUla‘éLJ:.VL&)U}J};g&}”édl-‘a&)

170



Qo e\ § o LS SIS
r/,:u)’ 17 e Jﬁ4/:” U7 e Jlaos 3~ /,:ub Ss7
Pl e S Ly St L oy
sadd o S e bl o S £ S5 3
tp o 7 e ot et A A e
() b
u;&@!iﬁ‘éu’lf%t‘l?ﬂguﬁoguﬁlVg/@rﬁvr‘uw-‘aéu}lpvg:«r
o bk T & o o S I L e b el TS0t Pl e 2B S U U
S UlT (U1 sl st U2 ijt/jvi'g/f"fuwzc‘_ﬁuil.,{wr-c‘_
L"lg%/@gdfég)d/aru:a&w&z)‘%,lul,ﬁ!..iu!‘dj}ﬁ:’)é[gc«r-c‘,&}ug
:MJS?lLJl}'sl,g/-c‘_
“Death is not the last phase of the sickness, but death
is continually the last. To be delivered from this
sickness by death is an impossibility, for the
sickness and its torment and death consist in not
being able to die.” [F]
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“Regraded as a dramatic utterance at the moment of

death, Hegel's statement is best regarded as
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delirtum, as thoughtlessness on the part of one who,
now in death, wants to take paths he had never taken
in life.” [F]
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“Being unable to cure death, wretchedness and
ignorance, man has decided in order to be happy, not
to think about such things.” [4]
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