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ABSTRACT

Title: Urdu novel and soft science fiction: Comparative study of
“Poke maan ki dunya” and “Sifar se aik tak”

A comparative study involves the comparison or evaluation of two
or more objects, fields, or arts to identify their similarities and
differences and draw conclusions. This process acts as a mental
stimulus for us. In our daily lives, whether consciously or
unconsciously, we are constantly comparing and contrasting two
things. During this process, various branches of knowledge can
assist us.

Science and fiction are two distinct fields. Science is an
observational and concrete experimental discipline. Theories and
laws in science can be tested through experiments, and these
experiments can be repeated multiple times. Fiction, on the other
hand, is a branch of the arts that involves storytelling or narrative
based on specific literary rules and imaginative or conceptual
elements.

The genre that bridges the deep gap between science and literature is
science fiction. This genre speculates on the development and
impact of science and technology. Its subgenre, soft science fiction,
focuses on social sciences while maintaining an element of
speculation. It illustrates the benefits and implications of future
technology and the environments it creates.

Today’s era is defined by technology, particularly digital
technology. Technology and society are inseparable, especially in
contemporary times when life without technology is unimaginable.
Digital technology has interconnected individuals and societies
across the globe. This interconnectedness has introduced new
challenges for both individuals and society.

Mirza Athar Baig’s scientific insight stems from his graduation in
science, while his higher education is in philosophy. This
intersection of science and philosophy has enabled him to observe
society and its issues through a scientific lens. In his novel Sifr Se Ek
Tak (From Zero to One), Baig addresses themes like feudalism,
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computers, technology, globalization, and their impact on
civilization, culture, ethics, and psychology. The advent of modern
technology in a semi-feudal and semi-developed society has given
rise to numerous issues.

On the other hand, Musharraf Alam Zauqi inherited his passion for
literature. His father was a poet, and frequent exposure to his father’s
poetry fostered an emotional attachment to the craft. This connection
was so profound that his father nicknamed him "Zaugi." In his novel
Pokémon Ki Duniya (The World of Pokémon), Zaugi explores neo-
colonialism, consumerism, media, globalization, the internet,
technology, and the influence of Western civilization. He portrays
chaotic future scenarios under the dominance of media and digital
technology.

A comparison of the two novels reveals that Mirza Athar Baig has
speculated on technology while highlighting both its positive and
negative impacts. In contrast, Musharraf Alam Zaugi has focused
solely on the negative effects of technology. Compared to Zaugqi,
Mirza Athar Baig has made a commendable effort to present both
sides of the picture.
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“A  literary genre whose necessary and
sufficient conditions are the presence and
interaction of estrangement and cognition, and
whose main formal device is an imaginative
framework alternative to the author’s empirical
environment.  Estrangement  differentiates
[science fiction] from the ‘realistic’ literary
mainstream, while cognition differentiates it

from myth, the folk tale, and fantasy.”(1)
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“This would be science fiction in which the
major impetus for the" exploration which takes
place is one of the so-called hard, or physical,
sciences, including chemistry, physics, biology,
astronomy, geology, and possibly mathematics,
as well as the technology associated with, or
growing out of, one of those sciences. Such

sciences, and consequently any science fiction
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based on them, assume the existence of an
orderly universe whose laws are regular and

discoverable.”(A)
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“Stories whose speculative content does not
involve physics, space travel, or other elements

of physical science.” (3)
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“A second general category can be labeled Soft
Science Fiction. This encompasses science
fiction in which the major impetus for the
exploration is one of the so-called soft sciences;
that 1is, sciences focusing on human activities,
most of which have not been fully accepted as
being as rigorous or as capable of prediction as
the physical sciences. Soft Science Fiction
would include any stories based on such
organized approaches to knowledge as
sociology, psychology, anthropology, political
science, historiography, theology, linguistics,
and some approaches to myth. Stories about

any technology related to these would also
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come under this heading. In this category as
well, the assumption of an orderly universe
with regular, discoverable laws is a basic
criterion for inclusion. As in Hard Science
Fiction, under the category of Soft Science
Fiction we also have Extrapolative stories and

Speculative stories.”(I+)
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“Fiction, literature created from the
imagination, not presented as fact, though it
may be based on a true story or situation. Types
of literature in the fiction genre include the

novel, short story and novella.”(1)
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“Post-traumatic Stress Disorder is a mental and
behavioral disorder that develops from
experiencing a traumatic event, such as sexual
assault, warfare, traffic collisions, child abuse,
domestic violence or other threats on a person’s

life or wellbeing.”(r+)
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“The internet industry in Pakistan has come a
long way when the first dialup E-mail service
was introduced in the country by Imran net
1992-93. Serious support was accorded to E-
mail services in Pakistan with the launch of a
UNDP funded project called SDNPK-
Sustainable Development networking Program

in Islamabad in 1993.(4)
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“2006 Tran world Associates launched
Pakistan’s first alternate submarine cable

linking Karachi to UAE” (&)
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“In 2001 just 1.3% of population used internet,
by 2006 this figure had grown to 6.5% and in
2012 to 10%. As of July 2021, the percentage
of internet user in Pakistan 1s 54% which
translates in approximately 118 million citizens

having access to internet.”(A)
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"The history of the Internet in India began with
the launch of the Educational Research
Network (ERNET) in 1986. The network was
made available only to educational and
research communities. ERNET was initiated by
the Department of Electronics (DoE), with
funding from the Government of
India and United Nations Development

Program (UNDP)" .(9)
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“It was on August 15, 1995 Videsh Sanchar

Nigam Limited (VSNL) formally launched the

Internet for the Indian public.” (I+)
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”August 1995. By 2023, India had more than 900 million -«
w-‘amrmmq‘aqw;gt’d/ sk s Zorerr Ji- Internet users.”(11)
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“One study reveals that young men who are
habitually aggressive may be especially
vulnerable to the aggression-enhancing effects
of repeated exposure to violent games, said
psychologists Craig A Andersen Ph.D. and
Karen E Dill, Ph.D. The other study reveals
that even a brief exposure to violent video
games can temporarily increase aggressive

behavior in all types of participants.”(14)
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“Media can conceal facts and project doctored
ideas to influence the electorate and thereby the
voting outcome. Values like objectivity and
truthfulness in presentation of news and ideas
can be totally done away with the corporate
giants have also engaged in severe competition
among themselves dishing out news and
content which is primarily dominated
sensationalization, sleaze and glitz to capture
under markets. The disturbing trend that has
emerged in the present media scenario is the
use of media in the battle between rival

political groups.”(19)
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