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ABSTRACT

This thesis investigates the pronunciation mistakes made by Pakistani students
learning Elementary Chinese. Learners from Pakistan frequently encounter unique difficulties
when attempting to acquire the complex phonetic nuances of Chinese. This study identifies
and examines five significant pronunciation problems that are frequently found in this learner
group.

First off, Pakistani Students usually have trouble understanding Chinese's tonal
aspects, specifically how to tell apart the language's four lexical tones. Mispronounced tones
can cause misconceptions and obstruct clear communication.

Second, certain Chinese consonants that do not have exact parallels in the Urdu or
Punjabi languages, like the retroflex "zh,” "“ch,” and "sh" sounds, can be challenging to
distinguish and pronounce.

Thirdly, it can be difficult to pronounce the vowel sounds in Chinese because
Pakistani learners frequently mispronounce the tiny differences between the "i," "e," and "u"
vowel sounds in Mandarin.

Fourthly, since Urdu and Punjabi do not have this specific phoneme, many Pakistani
pupils find it difficult to pronounce the Chinese "r" sound correctly.

Last but not least, Pakistani learners have difficulty with suprasegmental elements,
such as sentence-level intonation patterns and word stress, because they are very different
from their native languages and demand a lot of adaptation.

This study carefully examines these pronunciation problems and their underlying
causes using a combination of quantitative and qualitative approaches, such as pronunciation
tests, audio recordings, surveys, interviews, and classroom observations. The results indicate
focused ways for correcting these typical pronunciation issues and boosting the overall
learning experience for Pakistani students of Elementary Chinese, offering insightful
information for language educators and curriculum designers. Understanding and correcting

these pronunciation flaws will improve language learning and cross-cultural communication.
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