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Abstract
Title of the PhD Dissertation
Poetic Citations in Banuri’s Ma’arif Al-Sunan:
Lexical & Analytical Study

This study examines the significance of Arabic grammar and poetry in Hadith
commentary through a linguistic and analytical exploration of Ma‘arif al-
Sunan fi Sharh Sunan al-Tirmidhi by Al-Shaikh Syed Muhammad Yousaf
Banuri (d. 1977), a renowned Pakistani scholar and Arabic poet. The objective
was to analyze how Banuri employed classical Arabic poetic citations to
clarify meanings in Hadith interpretation. The method used for the research
was qualitative, focusing on collecting and categorizing poetic references
based on its grammatical, morphological, rhetorical, and lexical functions.
Primary sources were consulted to understand Banuri’s methodology and
scholarly aims. The research found that Banuri’s integration of Arabic literary
tradition into Hadith explanation reflects a high level of linguistic mastery and
offers valuable insights into the relationship between language and religion. It
also concluded that Pakistani scholars have made noteworthy contributions to
Hadith sciences through such literary and linguistic efforts. The study
recommends further critical and comparative research between Ma'arif al-
Sunan and other Hadith commentaries to explore the broader practice of citing
poetry in Islamic scholarship.

Keywords: Citation of poetry, Ma‘arif al-Sunan, Al-Shaikh Banuri, Hadith
commentary, Arabic linguistics

Hafiz Muhammad Saleem
PhD Scholar

Arabic Department
NUML-Islamabad
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