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ABSTRACT

This thesis, titled "Urdu Curriculum and Textbooks: Critical Analysis of Urdu
Textbooks in the Context of Single National Curriculum of Urdu 2020," investigates
the alignment and effectiveness of Urdu textbooks for classes 1 to 5 within the
framework of the Single National Curriculum (SNC) for Urdu 2020. The study explores
the degree to which the textbooks, which are central to the primary education system,
reflect the curriculum's objectives and facilitate a coherent and consistent educational
experience for young learners.

The SNC was introduced with the intention of standardizing education across
Pakistan, ensuring that all students, regardless of their socio-economic background,
have access to a uniform quality of education. Within this context, the Urdu curriculum
serves as a crucial component of the primary education system, aiming to develop
students' language skills in a structured and progressive manner. The effectiveness of
this curriculum, however, largely depends on the textbooks used to deliver its content.
This study, therefore, critically analyzes the extent to which the Urdu textbooks align
with the SNC's goals, principles, and pedagogical approaches.

The research is structured into four chapters, each addressing a different aspect
of the curriculum and textbook alignment. The first chapter provides an overview of
the Curriculum, Curriculum Models, curriculum Foundations, SNC, SNCF and
textbooks etc. This chapter also introduces the theoretical framework of the study,
which is based on Single National Curriculum Framwork (SNCF). A Single National
Curriculum for Urdu 2020 has been designed based on a Single National Curriculum
Framework. This framewok advocates for a gradual and logical progression from
simple to complex concepts, while serving as a lens through which the textbooks are
analyzed.

The second chapter focuses on the alignment between the learning outcomes
presented in textbooks and the goals, objectives and learning outcomes outlined in the
Single National Curriculum (SNC). This chapter critically examines how effectively
the textbooks reflect the intended competencies that students are expected to develop
and achieve according to the SNC. The chapter identifies which competencies have

been given significant emphasis in the textbooks and which competencies have been

neglected or insufficiently addressed in the textbooks. By contrasting the SNC’s

vii



objectives with the actual content provided in the textbooks, the chapter offers a critical
perspective on the strengths and weaknesses of the educational resources, suggesting
areas for potential improvement to better align with the curriculum's comprehensive

goals.

The third chapter delves into the content of the Urdu textbooks, examining how
well they align with the curriculum's objectives. This chapter analyzes the selection of
themes, topics, activities and linguistics issues included in the textbooks.This chapter
also focuses on the pedagogical approaches embedded within the textbooks. It evaluates
the extent to which the textbooks incorporate interactive and student-centered learning
activities, as recommended by the curriculum. This chapter also examines the
textbooks' emphasis on critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving skills, which

are key components of the SNC.

The fourth chapter provides a thorough review of Urdu textbooks, evaluating
them against the recommendations set forth in the Single National Curriculum (SNC).
This chapter critically examines various aspects of the textbooks, including their

physical and visual design, content organization, and pedagogical approach etc.

The findings of this study reveal both strengths and weaknesses in the alignment
between the SNC and the Urdu textbooks. While the textbooks generally reflect the
curriculum's objectives, there are areas where improvements could be made to enhance
consistency and coherence. The study concludes with recommendations for curriculum
developers, textbook authors, and educators, aimed at improving the alignment between
the curriculum and textbooks to ensure a more effective and meaningful learning
experience for students.

Overall, this thesis contributes to the ongoing discourse on curriculum
development and textbook evaluation in Pakistan, offering insights that can inform

future revisions of the SNC and the Urdu textbooks used in primary education.
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the experiences, knowledge and wisdom that an
individual acquires at different stages of one’s
life through different channels (.e., formally,

informally and incidentally) are termed as

education"
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"Manifold activities that go in the school,in the
classroom, library, laboratory, workshop, and
playground and in the numerous informal
contacts between teacher and pupils.Taba:
Curriculum is a plan for learning. Morroe:
Curriculum includes all those activities which
are utilized by the school to attain the aims of
education...Crow and Crow: The curriculum
includes all the learners’ experience in or outside
school that are included in a programme which
has been devised to help him developmentally,

emotionally, socially, spiritually and morally"""”
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"Curriculum is a structured series of learning

outcomes..Curriculum is an organized set of

formal educational or training intentions." “*
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Curriculum Development in —(/(5,/ 'Patrick Slattey' « 17l
:uj?f J«the Postmodern Era
"Curriculum in the postmodern era becomes an
aesthetic engagement and a search for deeper
understanding that will lead to justice,
compassion, and ecologically sustainability
where the boundaries between the center and the
margin are blurred, and all students have access
to the text. Educators and students do not
transcribe texts in silent isolation under the
unquestioned direction of a magisterial
authority___Rather, we all enter the hermeneutic
circle.""”
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"Definitions of curriculum are as numerous as
there are philosophers of education. Ralph
Tyler’s curriculum model brings the needs of the
child, society, and the academic disciplines
together in an attempt to formulate the general
objectives teachers are to teach and students are
to learn. J. Allen Queen, a futurist, views
curriculum as society’s requirement of the
formal educational process to prepare the next
generations for adaptability, acceptance,

diversity, and survival in an unknown world.""
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"Curriculum 1is useful in developing physical

intellectual, aesthetic, social, cultural, moral,

spiritual religious and vocational abilities of the

student. Suitable curriculum is necessary for the

complete and balanced development of

personality.""”
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"It is a curriculum that gives students practice
engaging with complex problems, dilemmas,
and conflicts whose resolutions are not
immediately apparent. And what is most
significant about these processes is that they are
as significant for adults as they are for students.
We refer to these processes as Habits of Mind—
that reflect the necessary skillful behaviors that
students will need to practice as they become
more thoughtful in their learning and in their
n(re)

lives.
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"Philosophy provides educators, especially
curriculum workers, with a framework or
frameworks for organizing schools and
classrooms. It helps them determine what
schools are for, what subjects have value,
how students learn, and what methods and
materials to use. It clarifies education’s goals,
suitable content, teaching and learning
processes, and the experiences and activities

that schools should emphasize.""”
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"The realists believe that the most effiecient and

effective way to find out reality is to study it

through organized, separate, and systematically

arranged subject matter." ™
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"Education depends heavily on psychology

because the kind and amount of education that
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the learner acquires is conditioned by his
psychologicl traits such as general mental
ability, aptitudes, temperament, interests, effort-
making capacity, physical condtion etc. Hence
the principles of education are principally based

n(re)

upon the facts and principles of psychology.
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"Education has become child-centred, in other

words, it has been psychologised. Psychological

foundation consists of the accumulated

knowledge which guides the learning process
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and allows the teacher who is executing the

curriculum to make intelligent decisions

regarding the behaviour of the learner.""™
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"Socialology of education is the scientific study

of the social processes and social patterns

involved in the educational system. This

assumes that education is a combination of

social act which deals with analysis of human

interaction... Thus in the socialogy of education

emphasis is laid on education in relation to
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social perspectives. The social interaction and
socialization within the school and community
gains prominence in the sociology of

education." ™
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:9&{@ rancis P. Hunkins.»/Ornstein
"AIl  professional  educators, including
curriculum specialists, needs an understanding
of history to avoid repeating the mistakes of the
past and also to better prepare the future.. An
understanding of various theories and ptactices
in education requires an understanding of
historical foundations.An understanding of
historical foundations in education helps us to
integrate ~ curriculum,  instruction  and
teaching.The history of education permits
practitioner to understand relationships between
what students of the past leran and what students

now learn." <
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"The study of the history of education is partly
the study of the history of intellectual ideas and,
like an onion, its multiple layers need to be

peeled back in order for its sources to be
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revealed. But history, as Cremin (1964) has
noted, is more credible and respectedas

discourse than mere political rhetoric- a passion

than often pervades educational discussion.""”
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"Tyler Model-Depicsts Rationale, logical and

Systematic approach to curriculum making."""
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"It has been suggested (Tyler 1949) that the
curriculum has to be seen as consisting of four
elements, and curriculum planning, therefore as
having four dimensions: objectives, content or

subject matter, methods or procedures and
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"Taba’s approach is based on the behavioral
approach to curriculum design. It is based on a
step by step plan, with specific goals and
objectives with activities that coincide and are
evaluated with the stated objectives. Taba
developed a process for determining what needs
to be taught to students and included a guide on
how to accomplish the outcome from

students.""™
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"A conceptual system for the curriculum or a

theory of curriculum is a way of organizing

thinking about all matters that are important to

curriculum development: what the curriculum
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consists of, what its important elements are, how
these are chosen and organized, what the sources
of curriculum decisions are, and how the

information and criteria from these sources are

translated into curriculum decisions.""™
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"Periodically, the State of Pakistan addressed

the educational needs of the people and the

aspirations of the state in this regards, in 1947,

1951, 1959, 1966, 1969, 1970, 1972, 1979, 1992

and lastly in 1998. Apart from the common

denominators of Islam and national cohesion, the

statements of vision and purpose for the national

education system in Pakistan has tended to

reflect the dominant political paradigm and

compulsions of the day. Impliedly, most of these
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noble assertions remained rhetoric, now

n ()

confined to the dustbin of history.
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feel more confident to demonstrate new
methodologies and relieving them from the
burden of responsibility for introducing

change." "
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"for the pupil textbook is the most accessible

guide, a dependilbe reference book and an all-

time companion.The pupil makes use of the

textbook to prepare himself in advance for

learning in the classroom; refers to it during the

course of learning in the classroom; revise and

reinforces the classroom learnings; does

assignment 1in home; prepares for the
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examination; reads for pleasure; and seeks
guidance and reference for the further

studies."""
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