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ABSTRACT

Topic: The social use of the prevailing judicial language in

Pakistan: issues and suggestions.

Legal linguistics plays a crucial role in shaping social interactions,
power dynamics, and access to justice. The social use of legal
linguistics examines how language influences legal outcomes,
perpetuates inequality, and affects marginalized communities. It
explores how legal language is used to. Legal language can limit
access to justice, particularly for non-native speakers, minorities, or
low-income individuals. Legal language can be used to challenge
unjust systems, promote social change, and advocate for human
rights.

Legal language problems arise when the complexity,
ambiguity, and inaccessibility of legal language hinder
communication, perpetuate inequality, and compromise justice. These
problems include, Unclear or conflicting meanings of legal terms and
concepts, Difficult-to-follow sentence structures and convoluted
language, Overuse of specialized terminology, alienating non-experts,
Language and cultural differences limiting access to justice,
Voluminous and complex legal documents, overwhelming
individuals, Legal language used to assert dominance or intimidate.
These problems can lead to, Misunderstandings and
misinterpretations, Inaccessibility to justice, Inequality and
discrimination, Incefficient legal processes, eroding trust in the legal
system.

Addressing  legal language problems  requires a
multidisciplinary approach, involving legal professionals, linguists,
and policymakers, to, Simplify legal language, Promote plain
language drafting, Enhance linguistic accessibility, Develop
culturally sensitive legal communication, Foster critical legal literacy.
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Legal linguistics 1s still a paradigmatically largely
undetermined area of knowledge. What is more, legal-
linguistic subject matters and methodological approaches
adopted in the research are considerably underexplored.
Therefore, legal linguistics is scrutinized in this book from the
perspective of its method. The author recommends adapting
the legal-linguistic method to the fundamental characteristic
features of law that follow from the finding that law is a
discursive practice. The book shows how to build up legal
linguistics upon legal discursiveness and how to integrate
legal discourse into a broader conception of legal linguistics.

It proposes a two-prong approach in that it proceeds with the



material investigation of legal constructs such as 'statute of
limitations with the aim to clarify the legal-linguistic method.
The scrutiny of legal constructs paves the way toward the
understanding of the legal discourse. Methodically, the
description of the legal discourse is also the final word in legal
linguistics as this discipline is defined by the tasks of

identification and characterization.
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“A register is a linguistic repertoire that is associated, culture
internally, with particular social practice and with persons
who engage in such practices.The repertoires of a register are
generally linked to systems of speech style of which they are

the most easily reportable fragments.”1
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A- The Court resolves, with the sanction of his
honors the Deputy Governor, that the urdu
Language shall, infuture be the language of
record in all proceeding and order in the sudder
Dewanny and nizamut adalt, at the presidency,
and that The Same shall be written in the
persion character.

B- The proceeding and papers in all civil Cases
transmitted to his court which may be written
either in the persion, urdu or bangali language
Shall be Unaccompanied by translations but in
Criminal trials for the crime of Thagse, all
papers which may be drawn up in the persion or
Urdu language, shall be accompanied by
translation in the urdu

C- All papers in the Mogh, orissa and other
diatects shall be accompanied by Urdu

transtation.
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D- The authorities in the bangal district Shall
correspond with each other in the vernacular
language ,and empaty the urdu in their
correspondence with Courts of other districts
the Same rule mutandis , in cuttack and the
previnces subjects to the jurisdiction of this

court." 2
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"The very distinction between Law and language or in
the reverse order distinction between Language and
law Seems to be rather of stylistic than of substantial
nature.Indeed, There is no law without Language

and to suppose it Seriously would mean to fall in to
one of the numerous metaphysical trap existing both in

the legal theory and in the more practically oriented



Legal reasoning. It seems that the conception of law

existing independently of legal Language had never

been earnestly considered.2"
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