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ABSTRACT

Title:

Literature and multicultural society: Reflection of Issues of Minorities in Pakistani

Novels
Abstract

Literature refreshes Human Emotions and feelings all the time, bestows spiritual
peace, teaches the art of live and let live at the level of love, binds in the strings of
civilization, peace and huminity and strigs together all those who have different
views.Novelization has distinguished significant trends in its evoluationary proess.
The universality of subject matter and style has made Novel a popular genre in the
realm of Urdu Literature.A Novelist does not only write a story through Novels, he
also look through the cracks to open the layers of different periods, situations and
problems, unravels the comelexities of social, economic and religious codes and
reveals the dimensions.A revelation that destroys your prejudices and reservations
and transforms a person's personaly, thinking and ideology.The prominent
Novelists of Pakistani society have reflected the problems of minorities through
their Novels. This dissertation/ paper is devided into five chapters.The first chapter
is about rights of monorites in light of charter of Madina, Pakistani Constitution and
Law, United Nation's Declaration on minorities and Will Kymlicka's views on
minorities. The second chapter reflects economic problems of monirities like
possession of property, forced labour, political monoply, extreme poverty and
prejudice etc.The third chapter cxplains social issues faced by minorities like
negative social behavior, Maltreatment, fear of society, punishment for patriotism,
oppression of powerful, rebellious attitude against social oppression, sexual abuse

of minorities women etc.The fourth chapter describes the religious issues of

vii



minorities like superstitions,issues of identity, hat speech, religious monoply class,
attacks on woriship place,forced conversion etc.The Fifth chapter is the
conclusion.All the rights for minorities ensurd by Constitutions and Law are mere
paper work,when it comes to implementation. For the said resons minorities are
facing above mentioned problems. The selection of this research paper has been
made by keeping in view the reflections of problems or issues of minorities. No

work has been earlier on this topic either at academic and literature level.
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(i) P ¢ U A ebelonging to enthic religious and linguistic minorities"

"A group numerically Inferior to the rest of the population
of state, in a non dominant position,whose members begin
Nationals of the state possess enthnic, religious or
linguistic characteristics differing from those of the rest of

the population and show, if only implietly, maintain sense

n(
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“A small group a community or nation, differing from

others In, religion, language.”(r)
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“People of racial, religious or cultural groups sometimes
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“Multicultural citizenship: A liberal theory of minority rights”
w2 35 Lo UG Uy et Sl e

"Most countries today are culturally diverse .According
to recent estimates, the world’s 184 independent states
contain over 600 living language groups, and 5,000 ethnic
groups .In very few countries can the citizens be said to
share the same language, or belong to the same

ethnonational group.

This diversity gives rise to a series of important and
potentially divisive questions. Minorities and majorities
increasingly clash over such issues as language rights,
regional autonomy, political representation, curriculum,
land claims, immigration and naturalization policy, even
national symbols, such as the choice of national anthem or
public  holidays.Finding morally defensible and

politically viable answers to these issues is the greatest
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challenge facing democracies today .In Eastern Europe
and the Third World, attempts to create liberal
demonocratic institutions are being undermined by
violent nationalist conflict. In the West, volatile disputes
over the rights of emmigrants, indigenous peoples, and
other cultural minorities are throwing into question many
of the assumptions which have governed political life for
decades. Since the end of the Cold War, ethnocultural
conflicts have become the most common source of
political violence in the world, and they show no sign of
abating. This book outlines a new approach to these

problems. '
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"Protecting national minorities does provide benefits to
the majority, and these are worth pointing out .But these
diffuse benefits are better seen as a desirable by product

of national rights, rather than their primary justification
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.To date, most majority cultures have not seen it in their
enlightened self- interest to maintain minority cultures
.No doubt this is due in part to ethnocentric prejudice but
we must recognize the powerful interests that majority
nations often have in rejecting self- government rights
for national minorities-e.g increased access to the
minorities land and resources, increased individual
mobility, political stability, etc. It is unlikely that
majorities well accept national rights solely on the basic
of self- interest, without some belief that they have an
obligation of justice to accept them. Conversely, it is
unlikely that majorities will accept their obligations of
justice towards national minorities without a belief that
they gain something in the process. The diversity
argument works best, therefore, when it is combined with

arguments of Justice. (e
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" In the millet system of the Ottoman Empire, for

example, Muslims, Christians ,and jews were all

47



recognized as self- governing units and allowed to

impose restrictive religious laws on their own members.

The Ottoman Turks were Muslims who conquered much
of the Middle East, North Africa, Greece, and Eastern
Europe during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries,
thereby acquiring many jewish and Christian subjects
For various theological and strategic reasons, the
ottomans allowed these minorities not only the freedom
to practice there religion, but a more general freedom to
govern themselves in purely internal matters, with their
own legal codes and courts.For about five centuries,
between 1456 and the collapse of the Empire in World
War I, three non-Muslim minorities had official
recognition as self- governing communities __ the Greek
Orthodox, the Armenian Orthodox ,and the Jews ---The
legal traditions and practices of each religious group,
particularly in matters of family status, were respected and
enforced through the Empire. However, while the
Christian and Jewish millets were free to run their internal
affairs, their relations with the ruling Muslims were
tightly regulated.They were to enjoy complete self-

government, obeying their own laws and Customs. Their
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collective freedom of worship was guaranteed, together.
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"With their possession of churches and monasteries, and

they could run their own schools.

This system was generally humane, tolerant of group
differences, and remarkably stable.For nearly half a
millennium, the Ottomans ruled an Empire as diverse as
any in history .Remarkable, this polyethnic and multi
religious society worked . Muslins, Christians, and Jews
worshipped and studied side by side, enriching their

. r
distinct cultures. n(re)
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"Clarify the basic building blocks for a liberal approach to
minorities rights. The Western political tradition has been

surprisingly silent on these issues..

Some minorities were physically eliminated, either by
mass expulsion or by genocide. Other minorities were
coercively assimilated, forced to adopt the language,
religion, and Customs of the majority. In yet other cases,
minorities were treated as resident aliens, subjected to
physical segregation and economic discrimination, and

denied political rights.""™
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"I have argued that any theory which does not accord
substantial civil rights to the members of minority
cultures is seriously deficient from a liberal point of
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"Basic human Rights such as freedom of speech,
association, and conscience . Where these individual
rights are firmly protected, liberals assumed no further
rights needed to be attributed to the members of specific

. . . .. (O]
enthnic or national minorities."

52



ol h._,emﬁ 2l S f’ MNP §T S 8 5 du Sz

GIE S S S PP (e S 5P 6 f

e Sl S OP s e L U
/,M_Lz(ﬁ'%lg&x”/uumu:‘f}afuwmu“}/uia)lfé"@/:U; "
é_//n/u?@.,{iLdﬁ')‘fu;:l’"no}jpjvéu’l_%ﬁﬁ;‘yﬂ{i»fgﬂfr@
o0 e bt p LtV S S S Us 2 S 1 in
RTINS B8 Lo o2 eptho § 26 a1 e
u‘f&t}?un,t’éLJ}VLu;ﬁ¢c}619dw1ﬁgﬁﬁﬁj/ﬂLgﬂ;@/’f
G S

"In short, they must be resolved politically, by good-
faith negotiations and the give and take of democratic
politics. This means that we need to think about the
fairness, not only of specific group- differentiated rights,
but also of the decision- making procedure by which

these rights are defined and interpreted.

Fairness in a decision- making procedure implies,
amongst other things, that the interests and perspectives of

o : : +n
the minority be listened to and taken into count."
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"For example: One government commission in Canada
developed a list of seven such values which Canadians

shared:
1) A belief in equality and fairness
2) A beliefin consultation and dialogue
3) The importance of accommodation and tolerance
4) Support for diversity
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5) Compassion and generosity
6) Attachment to the natural environment

7) A commitment to freedom, peace, and non- violent

change.

The hope is that focusing on these shared values will

provide grounds for social unity in Canada.""™"
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"A liberal democracy,s most basic commitment is to the
freedom and equality of its individual citizens. This is
reflected in constitutional bills of rights which guarantee
basic civil and political rights to all individuals,

regardless of their group membership."(w)
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" It is important to recognize that religious tolerance in
the West has taken a very specific form-namely, the idea
of individual freedom of conscience .it is now a basic

individual right to worship freely ,to propagate one,s
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religio to change one,s religion or ineeded to renounce
o . . . .« . b .

religion altogether. To restrict an individual's exercise of

these liberties is seen as a violation of a fundamental

human right.

There are other forms of religious toleration which are not
liberal. They are based on the i1dea that each religious
group should be free to organize its community as it see

fits, including along no- liberal lines. W)
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“Multicultural citizenship: A liberal theory of minority rights”
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"I have presented a more optimistic ,view in this book .1

have tried to show that many of the demands of ethnic

and national groups are consistent with liberal principles
of'individual freedom and Social Justice. I would not say
that these issues can be resolved in any final sense.The
issues are too complicated for that.But they can be
managed, peacefully and fairly, assuming there is some

level of goodwill. )
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Encyolopedia Americana, Americana Corporation, New Yourk 1961

246
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