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ABSTRACT

Effects of English on Spoken Urdu: An Analytical Study

English, as a global language, not only facilitates global communication but
also serves as a storehouse of the latest knowledge. It is the language through which
scientific and economic developments are shared worldwide. The increasing
influence of English on the world's languages, especially those of developing
nations, 1s driven by globalization, financial dominance, and technological
advancements such as the internet and social media. Some linguists suggest that
such influences contribute to the extinction of numerous languages. Even Urdu, our
national language known for its adaptability to external influences, is experiencing
the impact of English. Meanwhile, the historical influence of the English language
on Urdu can be traced back to the British colonial era in India present-day impact is
even more pronounced. This research paper aims to examine the effects of the
English language on Urdu discourse, presenting an analysis of both the positive and
negative impacts, and proposing solutions to mitigate the adverse effects by

understanding their underlying nature.
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https: // www.researchgate net/ publication/ 260354086 Positive and Negative

Aspects of the Dominance of English

English clearly dominates in the world today because English is the

acknowledged lingua franca of science, technology, and business.

20135 25 1 Sl Fe etV Gt (L3 B3

https:/ / repository.uksw.edu/ bitstream/ 123456789/4225/2/PROSEndang#20

Fauziati English#20as#20a%#20Global“20Language fulltext.pdf

The twentieth century has witnessed the phenomenal spread of English.
Modern English that was once a native tongue of the inhabitants of England
in the fourteenth century has now become the most popular lingua franca

around the world.
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In the British empire linguicist policies favoured English in an equivalent
way. In the mid 19th century a grammatical knowledge of the English
language was regarded as the most important agent for the coloured
population of the colonies. Even though greater use was made of local
languages in the early stages of education in the British empire than in the
French, local languages had low status, and education through the
exclusive medium of English was the norm after the initial years English
was the key to success in a colonized society.

(6
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https://Www.researchgate.net/publication/2603 54086 Positive and Negative

Aspects of the Dominance of English

The consequences of English linguistic imperialism are found the world
over. In India, Gandhi protested that English died education because the
time spent learning English led to decreased standards in other subjects.
More recently, in Kenya showed how English upholds the domination of a
small elite and the foreign interests with which they are allied. In France,
Haut Conseil de la Francophonie saw the worldwide spread of English as
leading to linguistic uniformity and thereby threatening cultural and
creative values. Indeed, in all of Europe, English is seen by many as a threat
to the languages and cultures of the European Community as it is in

Mexicoand Quebec.
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English as a 'killer language’ is a gross over simplification of a complex
situation. The effects of a dominant language vary markedly in different
parts of the world. In Australia, the presence of English has, directly or
indirectly, caused great linguistic devastation, with 90% of languages

moribund.
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Various grammatical principles have been proposed for switching such as
the one called ‘the equivalence constraint’, which predicts that code
switches will tend to occur at points where the juxtaposition of elements
from the two languages does not violate a syntactic rule of either language.
Switching should occur at points where the surface structures of the two
languages map onto each other. This means that a language switch ought to
take place only at boundaries common to both languages, and switching
should not occur between any two sentence elements unless they are
normally ordered in thesame way.
55213
57 -4
The kind of ‘mixed’ speech found in (1) is quite common in the Panj abi/
English bilingual community in Britain, where contact with English is so
intense, especially among the younger generation, that many fear the
language will be lost in the future. This anxiety is widely shared by
members of many other minority language communities. It has often been

said that bilingualism is a step along the road to linguistic extinction. It is
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not hard to find cases where language death 1s preceded by bilingualism

and extensive codeswitching.
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Students who are allowed to code switch in the classroom are better able to

convey their knowledge of subject matter to their classmates and teachers.
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In the immersion classroom where code switching was not allowed or
understood, children often stopped themselves mid-sentence or declared
that they did not know the answer to a question (when perhaps they did
know the answer but lacked the vocabulary.
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https:/ / intelek.com.my/ linguistic—code—switching—pros—cons/

Applying code-switching in daily communication give people the freedom
to express themselves in the way they see comfortable to speak.
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https: // www.researchgate net/ publication/ 260354086 Positive and Negative

Aspects_of the Dominance of English

Although the negative aspects may predominate, the dominance of English
also has positive implications. These include the acceptance of
international responsibilities, the setting of useful standards, and the
function as a medium between arcane professional language and individual
nonprofessional access.
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httpst/ / intelek.com.my/ linguistic—code—switching—pros—cons/

Codeswitching has become an integrated new way of intercultural
communication in every domain, from education to corporate world. It is

undeniable that codeswitching can be a powerful psychological tool when
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used properly. Every language, whether French, Japanese, or English, 1s a
message, and the most important part is that it is delivered and understood.
220235 5ebur da FATZ w36 B2 T /,g‘z;L S 45

https:/ / www.linkedin.com/ pulse/ power-language-code-switching—double-

edged-sword-cynthia-fortlage

Codeswitching can help speakers to communicate more effectively with
others who speak different languages or dialects, especially in multilingual
communities. Codeswitching can help people feel more included in
different communities and social situations, as it can demonstrate a
willingness to engage with and understand different cultures.
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httpsi//www.noslangues—ourlanguages.gc.ca/en/blogue—blog/langue—

internationale-global-language-eng

A global language allows for communication between different cultures.
Language has always been the focal point of cultural identity. A global
language dismantles communication barriers and offers individuals a

gateway to understanding one another’s cultures.
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There is an agent involved in causing the death of languages. The agent
can be active or passive (letting a language die or unsupported coexistence
also often leading to the death of minority languages). There is thus
nothing natural in language death. Languages cannot be treated in an
anthropomorphic way, as organisms with a natural lifespan. Language
death has causes, which can be identified and analyzed.

3S w2
Linguicist policies were an important weapon in the colonial armoury.
This required the sacrifice of the cultures and languages of origin. In the
early stages of education in the British empire than in the French, local
languages had low status, and education through the exclusive medium of
English was the norm after the initial years English was the key to success
in a colonized society.

1223
These dominant or majority languages expand at the expense of minority
(or minorized) languages. Learning dominant languages has often been a
subtractive experience for minority language speakers, whereas those
dominant language speakers who learn other languages mostly do so in an

additive way.

2 -4
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The concept language death does not necessarily imply a causal agent.
Language death is seen as occurring because of circumstances beyond the
control of any agents. The "effects", for instance language death as a result
of "modernization", are often regarded as inevitable concomitants of social
change.

76607 52004852 ¢ 4B g 1 2l B ol 130 50E B Pl
The most common type of language death, and the one most critical for our
examination of language variation here, is the case of language loss due to
the gradual shift to the dominant language in a contact situation In such
cases, there is often a continuum of language proficiency that correlates
with different generations of speakers.

20205181 B (s Clotol ST -6

httpst/ / www.routledge.com/ blog/ article/ language-loss—native—tongues—in-

Crisis

Globalization is clearly increasing our impact on endangered languages.
By being progressively interconnected we have more universal cultures,

with lifestyles, fashions and trends adopted across the world, but in so
doing, we are losing linguistic range.
480‘@2005&@'u}fﬂfujfcu’fl,uﬁgcéjt’o%ﬁ/ﬁr&J//L/..7
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https://Www.madarisweb.com/ur/articles/4801

Cosmopolitianism: The Philosophy that one is A Global )1 Lk 3¢ frlﬁ’u? !u“.l}’ I-9

+2023.231 24 Citizen upholding Humanism and justice
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Instead of superior races certain ethnic groups (or cultures) and languages

are now presented as fitter to rule and expand. Others are expected to adopt
these cultures and learn the languages for the sake of modernization,
development, democracy and the technology and values associated with
dominant market forces.
7P 2003745 540 A5 6 F Syt

The term most often encountered in this connection is cultural
assimilation: one culture is influenced by a more dominant culture, and
begins to lose its character as a result of its members adopting new
behavior and mores. Alternatively, one culture may exercise its dominance
over another without a huge influx of immigration, perhaps through its
initial military superiority or for economic reasons. Population size is not
always critical: a smaller group can dominate a larger one as was seen
repeatedly in the European entry into Africa.
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https:/ / www.noslangues—-ourlanguages. gc.ca/ en/ blogue-bIOg/ langue-

internationale-global-language-eng
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In this last century, some 400 languages have become extinct about one
language every three months and in the next century, 50% of all remaining
languages will become extinct. Needless to say, this is worrying, because
simply put, an extinct language means the loss of a unique culture.
. Vi
+2024%.415«Multan in PSL)S 1k sebols 52/-15

https: / /youtu.be/HQHHEbM8 800?s1=KRH Wil5SIxyjemg

+201 9."«/?’2‘(HOW to Bowl A Bouncer)J&J:};l#- 16
https:/ /youtu.be/ 3MAMZENitCQ?si=gIBGZVNhp25tJY Dv
1202454285 H e § FES LIS A e S s Mlidotin =17

https:/ / youtu.be/ 1MomB8nFDTw?si=J3xM-obCFHGsBpmt

¢2024% A3 Women's Writing & F—ijNsm)J th s = V4 :J‘ 18
https:/ / youtu.be/ RY XK-uMwESE?si=JODQiX8dO4F-kviN
471996 F Skt S 1 25 K S G B g B e w19

Linguicist policies ensure the allocation of resources to the dominant

language in education, the media, public life and the "modern" sector of the
economy. As a result, most people in the "Third World" are governed in a
language that they do not understand. The presumed superiority of the
West is now less represented by the gun and the bible than technology and
the textbook. Language is therefore of even more central importance in the

maintenance of social structure nationally and internationally.
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httpsi/ /www.bbe.com/ future/ article/201 40606-why-we-must-save-dying-

languages
Languages usually reach the point of crisis after being displaced by a
socially, politically and economically dominant one, as linguists put it.
Sometimes, especially in immigrant communities, parents will decide not
to teach their children their heritage language, perceiving it as a potential
hindrance to their success in life.
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httpst/ / www.snexplores.org/ article/ saving-vanishing-tongues-3000-world-

languages—face—extinction—-apps—can—help—save-them

Today there are many languages around the world that are spoken by no
more than a few dozen elderly people. But some languages with many
speakers also are at risk. Often, their descendants aren’t interested in
working to learn the language and keep it alive.
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httpsl//Www.inquilab.com/features/articles/urdu-literature-languages—

ZBE2%80%8B#E2%80%8Bexpand-their-vocabulary—-by-incorporating-words—from-

other-languages—-55115
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The first is immense pressure on the people to speak the dominant language

pressure that can come from political, social, or economic sources. Stage
two is a period of emerging bilingualism, as people become increasingly
efficient in their new language while still retaining competence in their old.
This leads to the third stage, in which the younger generation becomes
increasingly proficient in the new language, identifying more with it, and

finding their first language less relevant totheir new needs.
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Most inventories of language endangerment include economic, political,

ideological, ecological, and cultural factors. One of the most prominent
factors is economics; in fact, Grenoble and Whaley point out that for
endangered languages one must take into account the potential of
economic issues.
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