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ABSTRACT

Title: “A Research Review on Selected Urdu Translated Novels in a
Postcolonial Context”

Many countries of the world were under the influence of colonialism.
These include the subcontinent, Arab Countries, Africa, Egypt, etc.
Postcolonialism is the study of the situation after the end of colonization from
any region. While the colonists subject the colony to economic and economic
exploitation, they also cause psychological exploitation of the culture and
people of the region, and this effect lasts for a long time. In post-colonialism,
these effects are studied both externally and internally. Homi K Bhabha has a
unique position and identity in English literature and criticism with regard to
post-colonial concepts. His identity and uniqueness in literature and criticism
are the post-colonial concepts he developed, which he explained in his work
The Location of Culture, published in 1994. He has added a new chapter to
literature and criticism by coining new terms such as Mimicry, Hybridity,
Cultural Difference, and Ambivalence.

In this research, three selected Urdu Translated novels "Twilight in
Delhi", "Gora", and "Jhoota Sach" have been studied in the light of Homi K
Bhabha ‘s concepts. Ahmed Ali’s novel portrays the old culture of Delhi at the
time of Muslim rule. It has symbolic elements which can be studied in the
light of Postcolonial studies. Nove “Gora” highlights the issues of identity of a
colonial man. Same way the novel “Jhoota Sach” presents the events of

divisions in the light of colonialism.
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“Empire is a relationship formal or informal, in which one
state controls the effective political sovereignity of
another political society. It can be achieved by force , by
political collabration, by economic, social, or cultural
dependence”.(15)
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“In our time, direct colonialism has largely ended;
imperialism, as we shal see, lingers where it has always
been, in a kind of general cultural sphere as well as in
specific political, ideological, economic, and social
practices..(even after independence) Yet that era clearly
had an 1dentity all its own, the meaning of the imperial
past is not totally contained within it, but has entered the
reality of hundreds of millions of people, where its

existence as shared memory and as a highly conflictual



texture of culture, ideology, and policy still exercises
tremendous force.”(16)
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“Colinialism and Imperialism have not paid their score
when they withdraw their flags and their police forces
from our territories. For centuries the capitalist have
behaved in the underdeveloped world like nothing more
than war criminals. Deportations, massacres, forced labor,
and slavery have been the main methods used by
capitalism to increase its wealth, its gold or diamond
reserves, and to establish its power.”( 17)
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Of all these Progressive writers Ahmed Ali (1910-1994)
occupies a prominent place. He is a socially committed
writer who firmly believes in the betterment of social life.
He is a prolific author of poems and world-class novels,
translator of the Koran and the ghazals of Ghalib, and
critic of poet T. S. Eliot.(18)
e J.M;-LLJ”L;(L&‘A ugt«’f(qurf—l‘ih)d‘jl DAL J](V" Ji27)
Uk Lo St s s p B S S S a3k 2t e p T
(-wjdiatuiué/%mﬁ/“‘iu)jJ.,Jumun’}:wé
“Ocean of Ustl <55 _1s LI UL 197+ “Twilight in Delhi” Jst g 6
{MUT}LU/Lé&;IM"“OfRats and Diplomats”uw‘WVNights”
st FiE .
/.'f‘i/,o)uifJ}L’Jl_‘ggﬁﬁau:/glficag;@f]p{l.g&‘ii"rlfid/d)"dﬁt’
uvv{lJJﬁu’m}/'&Jme c;‘,f“ﬂ(‘/_wiujf‘u/?f;) J,“;';}lé
Jl‘,‘/;pl’*;,?)d/ HNEE 21525 ) '%ud}tw <& s Ldu/ Ses
S 2964 o duss
“A History of Indian Literature in gl:@’,.' 173 22 Unm b Lc;;ﬁ! J J}L‘
229 J4English”

re



“It deals with the decline of Northern India’s Muslim elite
at the turn of the century through the eyes of one family and
its intimates. It addresses India’s changing social, political,
and cultural climate following colonialism.” (19)
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“Ahmed Ali’s picture of the middle-class Muslim family
of Mir Nihal and its relationship with other Muslim
families in early twentieth century Delhi is indeed drawn
with painstaking attention to detail.”(20)
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“A superficial resemblance of one organism to another or
to natural objects among which it lives that secures it a
selective advantage.” (1)
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“In this comic turn from the high ideals of the colonial

imagination to its low mimetic literary effects mimicry

emerges as one of the most elusive and effective

strategies of colonial power and knowledge.”(2)
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“The desire for a reformed, recognizable Others, as a

subject of a difference that is almost the same, but not

quite. The discourse of mimicry is constructed around an

A



ambivalence; in order to be effective, mimicry must
continually produce its slippage, its excess, its difference.
The authority of that mode of colonial discourse that I
have called mimicry 1s therefore stricken by an
indeterminacy: mimicry emerges as the representation of
a difference that is itself a process of disavowal.”(3)
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“Colonial discourse encourages the colonized subject to
‘mimic’ the colonizer, by adopting the colonizer’s cultural
habits, assumptions, institutions and values”.(4)
Jﬂ J&&luulﬁl TRy I (}’Uﬁ JJK}LT}’/U}A:L e JE}LT}’ 12 7)
ot /Apder § S
oﬁ,ﬁﬁ-t'/du’/}‘bg'%l‘ﬁ&r;jgﬁ;u,);%;]d/é_/ffu;ﬁl,u’lﬁ’u%ﬁ]
_4"_%(54"!/»"@'?;!

(A



TS B § 47 I Ssed e ses e e SUSHI L E S
ugb,&./(;l‘,v_‘g L"n/""‘gf: u:“ﬁm&l}!/?,?; Jild/u‘l_‘gt’nbﬁgdgc—
JJ@X)L/EJ/&@JJ’Gﬁ@d@*?%l},}y}]‘f&@fdf)&gid’.}‘y
§ i 302 2" (el sl U ) s " Gt T P L oS
3 g
A0 lnnf e b o8 S L2 p
<tk Jyu/utu?%uz’g1{8/.u3Ln‘;f»ﬁ
(6).-"s
KT dn e A $o £t u-utdneln TUL S P Sundise
)@T}jﬁj}’oﬁ_uj"L/M}!}JgéumlwL/u:)ﬁd//LuKJ)dGAJVZ:
Gl Ll L S e FOdnurz i) Lusk
:ug“&“LnLﬁ/Lﬁud )J}%wuﬁ"bf G
“We have seen that the nationalist parties copy their
methods from those of the Western political parties; and
also, for the most part, that they do not direct their
propaganda toward the rural masses. In fact if a reasoned
analysis of colonized society had been made, it would
have shown them that the native peasantry lives against a
background of tradition, where the traditional structure of
society has remained intact, whereas in the industrialized
countries it is just this traditional setting which has been
broken up by the progress of industrialization”.(6)
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“The country people are suspicious of the townsman. The

latter dresses like a European; he speaks the European’s

language, work with him, sometimes even lives in the

same district; so he is considered by the peasants as a

turncoat who has betrayed everything that goes to make

up the national heritage.”(7)
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“Mimicry reveals something in so far as it distinct from
what might be called an itself behind. The effect of
mimicry is camouflage ... It is not a question of
harmonizing with the background, but against a mottled
background, of becoming mottled — exactly like the
technique of camouflage practiced in human warfare.”(8)
Qoo Lof e b2 o6 F o (nd B35t A F 120
e LS Leilr Suf b Lo 7 pif e AL L 2, o
e St Gt L B s AP o
S e 5138 s L6 miE S L sl TI LTI
2 Ll L5 S8 id 18 KNI St 29 e b S S
d&'»uﬁé&gﬁ-‘at‘/‘_)h’pl;ﬂaoﬁé£L/ugd}4(}§.ijg;gfi-u,?
2l S L S 38 T
“There is a fact: White men consider themselves superior
to black men. There is another fact: Black men want to
prove to white men, at all costs, the richness of their
thought, the equal value of their intellect.”(9)
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“Bhabha demonstrates how post enlightenment English
colonialism is dependent on a logic of imitation or
mimicry: the colonized other is obliged to mimic the
language, and to varying degrees to imitate the customs,

gestures and even dress of the colonizers”.(10)
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“We must form a class who may be interceptors between
us and the millions whom we govern; a class of persons
Indians in blood and color, but English in taste in opinion,
in morals and in intellect.”(11)
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“As a unique Muslim culture during colonial
times, the culture showed resistance against
the dominant and non-dominant cultures. For
a unique identity existence, the Muslim culture
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had no space for associations with other
cultures. In the novel, Mir Nihal is the
representative of the Muslim culture, shown
by the writer as a very religious man, criticizing
his son for making appearances of English
culture, showing his complete reverence for
Islamic cultural values.”(15)
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“The character of Molvi Dulhan is quite problematic. He
belongs to a mystic order who renounce this world to
dedicate their lives to God. He, however, at the same time
is interested in Alchemy which is the art of converting
metals into gold. Having claimed to renounce the world,
he at the same time is attracted towards its vagaries. In an
attempt to stick to one identity, these characters ignore
certain aspects of their own selves.”(22)
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“It is the closest narrative to people’s history of the events

around partition in South Asia fiction. Told through the

thoughts and dialogues of characters who are all Lahoris

of various persuasions. In the Ghola Pandhe gali, none

except one, a physician has travelled outside Punjab. They
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look at rest of India as an alien land. Although living in

segregated lives, the lives of Hindus and Muslims mingle
all the time.”(32)
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“Active domination of the non- Western world by the
West, now a canonically accepted branch of historical
research, is appropriately global in its scope. There is a
convergence between the great geographical scope of the
empires, especially the British one, and universalizing
cultural discourses. Power make this convergence
possible, of course; with it goes the ability to be in far-
flung places, to learn about the people, to codify and
disseminate knowledge, to characterize, transport, install,
and display instances of other cultures (through exhibits,
expeditions, photographs, paintings, surveys, schools) and
above all to rule them.”(2)
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“Such a question impedes the language of relativism in

which cultural difference is usually disposed of as a kind

of ethical naturalism, a matter of cultural diversity.”(3)
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“Colonial discourse encourages the colonized subject to
‘mimic’ the colonizer, by adopting the colonizer’s cultural
habits, assumptions, institutions and values”.(4)
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“The black man has two dimensions. One with his
fellows, the other with the white man. A Negro behaves
differently with a white man and with another Negro. That
this self-division is a direct result of colonialist
subjugation is beyond question”. (5)
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“The work of the word impedes the question of the
transparent assimilation of cross—cultural meanings in a
unitary sign of human culture. In between culture, at the
point of articulation of identity or distinctiveness, comes
the question of signification. This is not simply a matter
of language; it is the question of culture’s representation
of difference manners, words, rituals, customs, time-
inscribes without a transcendent subject that knows,

outside of a mimetic social memory. What becomes of



cultural identity, the ability to put the right word in the
right place at the right time, when it crosses the colonial

non-sense?(6)
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“Hybridity is a problematic of colonialrepresentation and
individuation that reverses the effects of the colonialist
disavowal, so that other 'denied' knowledges enter upon
the dominant discourse and estrange the basis of its

authority — the rules of recognition”.(7)
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“At the same time, paradoxically, we have never been as

aware as we now are of how oddly hybrid historical and

cultural experiences are, .. Who in India or Algeria today

can confidently separate out the British or French

component of the past from present actualities, and who in

Britain or French can draw a clear circle around British

London or French Paris that would exclude the impact of

India and Algeria upon those two imperial cities”. (8)
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“Thus, Mir Nihal did not allow his son Asghar to study

there because he feared that this institution would corrupt

the young minds. Apparently, it is simple to know that Mir

Nihal was not in favor of English learning. But it quite

skillfully pinpoints the general concern of the Muslims

during colonization regarding English learning.”(10)
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“The story depicts a society experiencing considerable

changes due to British colonial control, with the

protagonists attempting to balance their culture's

traditional rituals and ideals with the modernizing forces

of British influence.” (23)
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“The first scene of racial tension is very telling when two

female activists of Hindu Defense Committee enter the

street and ask a Muslim fruit vendor, an Arain to leave the

street. Then they gather all the ladies of the galli and

explain to them the massacre of Hindus in Calcutta by

Muslims and encourage them to support Hindu street

vendors and not Muslims.”(40)
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“In disavowing the culturally differentiated condition of
the colonial world — in demanding 'Turn white or
disappear' — the colonizer is himself caught in the
ambivalence of paranoic identification, alternating

between fantasies of megalomania and persecution”.(1)
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“The objective of ‘colonial discourse’ is to construe the
colonized as a population of degenerate types on the basis
of racial origin, in order to justify conquest and to
establish systems of administration and instruction”. (2)
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“The colonial presence is always ambivalent, split
between its appearance as original and authoritative and
its articulation as repetition and difference”. (3)
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“Ambivalence as term first developed in psychoanalysis
to explain a repeated variation between desiring one thing
and wanting its opposite.” (5)
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Asghar is the greatest example of the ambivalence
prevailing in India. On the one hand, he is very proud of
having English manners e.g., wearing a nightgown,
having sofas and couches etc. On the other hand, he
imagines himself as a “Rajput knight or a chivalrous
Mughal prince rescuing a lovelorn maiden. (11)
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“Ambivalence as a Cultural Imperative in Twilight in Delhi St & )
;22 by Ahmed Ali”
“Ambivalence is presented as such a natural element of
Asghar’s character that the reader does not sense the
smooth transformation of Asghar’s spiritual experience
into a sexual one. This worldly love, too, vanishes after
the marriage, signifying more deterioration in his
morals.”(26)
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“Gora is a paradoxical character. On the one hand, he

wants to be part of the oppressed multitude by willingly

going to jail and sharing their plight, on the other hand, he

wants to undergo a penance after being freed from jail

thinking that his stay there has made him impure. He

practices and believes in untouchability. However, he is

not blind to the all-embracing humanism and acceptance

of diversity inherent in Hinduism.”(40)
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