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ABSTRACT 

Title: Lexical Bundles Employed in IELTS’ Self-Study Textbooks: A Corpus-Based Study      

Lexical bundles are essential components and building blocks of academic discourse. In 

the Pakistani context, IELTS students face difficulties in scoring the desired bands in the 

IELTS exam. Lexical bundles in various academic genres have extensively been studied. 

However, little investigation has been conducted into the frequency and nature of lexical 

bundles in IELTS self-studies textbooks. As a matter of fact, Pakistani students are not well 

aware of lexical bundles and their usage, especially those who appear in the IELTS exam. 

Therefore, the current study aimed to investigate lexical bundles in 10 IELTS textbooks. 

Corpus linguistics has been used as a methodological framework. A specialized corpus of 

these books was constructed and analyzed. AntConc software was used to identify and 

extract lexical bundles. Biber’s model of structures and functions of lexical bundles has 

been employed as a theoretical framework. Lexical bundles have been characterized 

according to the structural and functional taxonomies provided by Biber. The analysis 

revealed the frequent existence of lexical bundles with clear structures and discourse 

functions in these books. The findings revealed that there are three hundred and fifty-two 

bundles occurring in selected IELTS books. These bundles are preposition phrases, noun 

phrases, verb phrase fragments, and so on. Also, these bundles serve various discourse 

functions like referential expression, organizing discourse, and so on. The study also found 

some new structures and functions of lexical bundles, which have been added to the 

selected theoretical framework. The study has analyzed that LBs contribute to the overall 

effectiveness of communication by ensuring that the reader can follow the logical 

progression of ideas from start to finish. They also help to establish coherence in the text. 

This study offers corpus-informed teaching materials (a list of lexical bundles with 

structures and discourse functions). ELT book writers and material developers can also 

benefit from this study to write books and design materials. Moreover, the study has 

potential pedagogical implications regarding the IELTS performance of the students.  

Keywords: Lexical bundles, Corpus-Based Study, IELTS self-study books, Corpus 

linguistics, Academic discourse  
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION        

This corpus-based research study explores lexical bundles with structures and 

discourse functions employed in IELTS books. In this chapter of the dissertation, an 

introduction to crucial concepts is embedded in the research title. This chapter covers the 

importance of the English language, its needs, and how it can help students in educational 

and professional setups. The key concepts are explained by their relationship with one 

another. This chapter establishes the research territory, identifies the research gap, and 

occupies the research gap. This chapter also presents a statement of the problem, research 

questions and objectives, significance of the research, and delimitation of this study.           

The global and rapid expansion of the English language is an unprecedented 

phenomenon (Crystal, 2023). Nowadays, learning English is crucial as it opens up a 

plethora of opportunities in terms of jobs, employment, and education (Haidar, 2017). First 

of all, English is a lingua franca; lingua franca is a language that is used as a common 

means of communication by speakers whose native languages differ from one another 

(Henry, 2015). Secondly, people who speak English proficiently have a significantly higher 

chance of securing a good job in most English-speaking countries (Guo & Sun, 2014). 

Similarly, English-speaking nations host some of the world’s top educational institutions, 

such as Harvard University, Oxford University, and Stanford University. Students who 

aspire to study at these institutions must be proficient in English. These countries offer 

numerous scholarships to students. The only criterion, apart from being a good student, is 

proficiency in the English Language.      

Over the years, the English language has been accorded special roles and has 

opened up substantially greater carrier opportunities (Haidar, 2018). It has become the 

official language of technology, business, athletics, science, and, more recently, the 

Internet (Paltridge & Starfield, 2013). Similarly, international organizations and 

conferences such as NATO, Commonwealth, World Bank, UN, and IMF use English as a 

working language (Phillipson & Skutnabb‐Kangas, 2012). The significant role of the 

English language in the contemporary world is undeniable (Phillipson, 2016).     
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Moreover, a person with English language competency can easily flourish in the 

commercial sector, as they can efficiently communicate the technical skills they process. 

Language skills help them secure more excellent work opportunities compared to those 

who possess only technical skills. To settle down in the USA, Canada, and Australia, a 

person needs to be fluent in the English language. This will not only increase the chances 

of securing a good job in multinational companies in their native land but also enhance the 

prospects of achieving higher scores in English language tests like TOFEL or IELTS etc. 

A worldwide standardized test of English language proficiency for non-native 

speakers is known as the International English Language Testing System (henceforth 

IELTS) (Al-Habbash, 2021). It was established in 1989 and is jointly administered by the 

British Council, IDP, IELTS, Australia, and Cambridge assessment English (Read, 2022). 

The test is recognized by numerous institutions of higher education and immigration 

authorities in Australia, New Zealand, Canada, the US, and other countries. Some 

universities, particularly in the UK, are not permitted to issue a final offer without a valid 

and required IELTS score. The test aims to assist students in studying or working in 

countries where English is the primary or native language. The test assesses abilities in 

speaking, writing, reading, and listening. It is graded on a scale from 1 to 9. A higher IELTS 

score indicates a more effective and comprehensive understanding of the English language. 

In addition, there are two types of IELTS tests: 

 Academic: For individuals applying for higher education or professional 

registration for skill-based degrees.   

 General: For those who are migrating to English-speaking countries or seeking 

work experience or training programs.     

Moreover, different score bands are required for various programs. For instance, a 

minimum IELTS score of 6 is typically required for undergraduate programs, while for 

postgraduate studies, the minimum often increases to 6.5. Similarly, for specialized 

programs like medical studies, a minimum band score of 7.0 is often required. The 

prevalence of English in Pakistan is evident in all aspects of life (Rahman, 2020). Although 

it is not the native language, having a strong command of English can open many 

opportunities for the citizens of Pakistan (Manan, 2021). However, the Urdu-English 
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controversy persists in Pakistan (Rahman, 1997). In Pakistan, only 11% of the population 

uses English as a medium of communication (Raza, 2023). In Pakistan, the language of 

instruction represents a power struggle between different social classes (Rahman,1999). 

There are different types of schools in Pakistan: English medium and Urdu medium. Their 

performance levels also vary from others (Shamim & Rashid, 2019).  

Some argue that learning a second language (L2) might lead to the loss of one's 

native language. However, advocates for foreign language education contend that learning 

a foreign language (in this case, English) can enhance proficiency in one's mother tongue 

(Alptekin, 2010). Despite these perspectives, it's undeniable that there is a significant 

achievement gap between students in two types of schools: Urdu-medium and English-

medium. Moreover, the resources available to prestigious institutions far surpass those 

offered to public schools.    

  Similarly, the IELTS exam, particularly in Pakistan, is challenging for Pakistani 

students and scholars. Many students aspire to study abroad, but only a few of them get 

admitted to the institutions that fulfill their dreams. Many reasons make it difficult for the 

students to pursue education there. The most common reason is poor scores/band scores in 

IELTS, TOEFL, etc. Many students face certain difficulties and are in a state of panic; they 

make mistakes that cause them to fail the exam or acquire low marks in tests.  

By keeping in mind the above situation, the lexical bundles' approach is significant 

for developing and enhancing the basic skills that are required for IELTS, for example, 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills. If students understand and make appropriate 

use of those lexical bundles occurring in IELTS books in their language use, they can 

significantly improve their performance and language competence. Lexical bundles (LBs) 

were first explored and defined by Biber et al. (1999) as “bundle of words that show a 

statistical tendency to co-occur” (p.989). According to Biber, “Lexical bundles are 

combinations of  3 or 4 words that recur at least 10 times per million words across five or 

more texts” (Biber et al., 1999, p. 994). According to another view, “LBs are the 

reoccurring series of words” (Biber and Barbieri, 2007, p.264). They are reoccurring word 

sequences that a computer program extracts from a given corpus as chunks and clusters 

(Hyland, 2008; Salazar, 2011). According to Cortes, lexical bundles are defined as an 
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“uninterrupted string of three or more words that frequently recur in a register.” They are 

identified empirically by running a computer program in a corpus of language text. They 

are neither fully formed linguistic structural units nor idioms (Biber et al., 1999; Cortes, 

2006). In simple words, 2-6 or 7 words that commonly appear in one register are referred 

to as lexical bundles. Such combinations must frequently reoccur to be regarded as lexical 

bundles. According to some researchers, a group of words is deemed to be a bundle if it 

appears at least ten times PMWs in a register.   

The study of various corpora with the practice of computer technologies has 

advanced corpus linguistics research approaches. The most significant findings based on 

the study of corpora reveal that language is not merely a collection of vocabulary or 

grammar; rather, native speakers rely on lexical bundles and a stock of pre-fabricated 

chunks (Sinclair, 1991). Moreover, students need to be well-aware of lexical bundles and 

their functions and context, and it is useless to acquire lexical bundles unconsciously 

(Schmid, 2003).    

Such findings led scholars and researchers to consider word clusters that frequently 

take place together from speech and provide meaning; such collocations contribute to 

enhancing the sense of cohesion and coherence in the text. There is a belief that non-native 

speakers of the English language are not paying attention to lexical bundles; they are 

focusing on the individual words and overlook the meaningful combination of words 

effortlessly used by the L1 speakers of the English language (Dontcheva-Navratilova, 

2012). Biber et al. utilized the term ‘lexical bundles’ in 1999. This is a relatively new 

concept in the domain of corpus linguistics. It is a string of words that frequently appear 

together in a fixed sequence. Examples of lexical bundles are, on the other hand, as a result 

of, etc. typical examples of lexical bundles in the current study.            

Scholarly studies have shown that authors in some fields favor certain linguistic 

features and use them to advance their fields. Lexical bundles in academic discourse have 

been extensively studied. In academic text and conversational speech, Biber et al. (1999) 

investigated repeating sequences. Biber et al. (2004) expanded their conversational and 

academic study by examining lexical bundles in educational materials and classroom 

teaching. Furthermore, Biber (2006) identified the most common lexical bundles in 
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academic settings across fields, genres, and registers. Additionally, Stubbs and Barth 

(2003) and Pickering and Byrd (2008) examined the phraseological patterns that define 

particular discourse types in recurrent phrases or lexical bundles.  

Moreover, Allan (2017) also compared the use and prevalence of lexical bundles in 

five English language self-study books and in English as a lingua franca. She created and 

recommended a thorough list of lexical bundles for self-study books. Lexical bundles have 

been extensively studied in several fields. Lexical bundles in master's theses, doctorate 

dissertations, and research articles in business studies, electrical engineering, biology, and 

applied linguistics were examined by Hyland (2008). He found unique variances and 

frequencies in these academic fields' favorite lexical bundles. In addition, Cortes (2004) 

examined "Target Bundles," four-word lexical bundles that appear in biology and history 

publications. Neely and Cortes (2009) studied academic lecture lexical bundles. 

Additionally, Byrd and Coxhead (2010) found twenty-one 4-word lexical bundles utilized 

in science, arts, business, and law, underlining their instructional relevance.    

Yousaf and Shehzad (2018) examined prefabricated structures (lexical bundles) in 

Pakistani academic discourse using a corpus. They examined cross-disciplinary trends in 

Ph.D. dissertations from three disciplines and found that lexical bundles vary greatly in 

frequency and structure. The studies carried out on corpus have proved the necessity of 

lexical bundles as significant constructing textual units in academic discourse (Li & 

Schmitt, 2009; Biber and Conrad, 1999; Cortes,2006; Hyland,2008; Yousaf & Shazad, 

2018).     

Different studies have verified the pervasive and frequent use of LBs (Biber et al., 

2004; Biber & Barbieri, 2007). According to Warren and Erman (2000), lexical bundles 

make up 52.3% of a write-up. According to some researchers, the extensive practice of 

LBs in write-ups demonstrates the proficiency of language users, while less or no usage of 

bundles reveals the authors’ lack of writing expertise (Hyland,2008a; Cortes,2004; 

Haswell,1991; Chen & Baker, 2010). Lexical bundles have been extensively researched in 

different academic genres and registers. However, in the Pakistani academic context, there 

is not enough focus on lexical bundles. There is very limited research by some scholars 

and researchers on the significance of LBs in an academic context. It can improve learners’ 

academic performance, but unfortunately, lexical bundles are not being taught to Pakistani 
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students, and they’re not even part of their study courses. Consequently, due to linguistic 

variations and difficulty, the text is challenging and ambiguous for the learners.    

Similarly, lexical bundles in IELTS self-study textbooks are not explored in 

Pakistan, and students may have trouble interpreting the text, graphs given in IELTS 

written test portions, charts, diagrams, and figures in the books. Also, students face 

difficulties while speaking in the IELTS exam. Therefore, it is necessary to undertake the 

current study to examine the functional and structural taxonomies of LBs in IELTS self-

study books. Therefore, this study aims to investigate the four-word lexical bundles, their 

functions, and the structures used in IELTS books that are used in Pakistan. In this research 

study, the methodological framework has been taken from Corpus Linguistics. Corpus 

linguistic methodological framework is considered one of the most acknowledged 

methodologies for empirical research studies in linguistics (Sinclar, 2004; Biber et al., 

2002). Corpus linguistics as a methodology is simply described as the study of language 

based on real examples that are taken from real-life language use (McEnery & Wilson, 

2001). Furthermore, for this study, a specialized corpus was built consisting of texts from 

IELTS textbooks. Additionally, this study is a significant contribution to pedagogy. 

Teachers and teaching practices of IELTS can benefit from the study of clusters of words 

in academic discourse because it will allow teachers to concentrate on the specific ways of 

creating meanings rather than relying only on vocabulary and grammar. Moreover, it can 

help the students build their logical narrative/argument in order to convince the audience 

at the international and national levels. In sum, if students learn about these lexical bundles 

and their use, their academic and IELTS exam performance can be significantly improved.                  

The present study attempted to investigate four-word common LBs used/employed 

in these IELTS textbooks: Barron’s IELTS Super pack, Cambridge IELTS 3, Cambridge 

IELTS 6, Cambridge IELTS 7, Cambridge 10, Cambridge 17, IELTS Essentials by RW, 

IELTS Reading Recent Actual Test, Master IELTS Writing Band and The Complete 

Solution by ANH TOAN. Moreover, this study explored the structures as well as functions 

of the common four-word lexical bundles used in these textbooks. In addition, this study 

investigated how cohesion and coherence are achieved by employing lexical bundles. 
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In conclusion, this chapter presents the key concepts in the title of this study. Also, 

this chapter highlights the importance of English and its role in educational and 

professional settings for students. This chapter also lists important studies in the field and 

indicates a research gap at the end. This study also addresses that gap. The following are 

the problem statement, study objectives, questions, significance of the study, and 

delimitation of the study.                  

1.1  Statement of the Problem    

IELTS is an international standardized English language proficiency test for non-

native English speakers. It is essential for job and study opportunities as well as integration 

into the new community in English countries. IELTS, particularly in Pakistan, is 

challenging for students and scholars to achieve the required grades or scores for the best 

study and job opportunities. As a result, they remain unable to avail themselves of different 

opportunities. Those students who take IELTS face issues scoring higher because they only 

focus on grammar and vocabulary rather than lexical bundles, although there is no 

readymade list of LBs in IELTS books. Lexical bundles are the most common, frequent, 

and vital unit of academic discourse, and they are also referred to as the fundamental 

building blocks and significant components of fluent language production in academic 

discourse (Hyland, 2008). Moreover, LBs help shape or form meanings in a particular 

context and establish cohesion and coherence in the text. This approach is significant to 

developing and enhancing IELTS students’ writing, reading comprehension, speaking, and 

listening skills. 

A wealth of researchers exists on lexical bundles in spoken and written academic 

discourse; however, they have not been explored in IELTS books and study guides. In other 

words, linguistic features such as lexical bundles have not been studied in IELTS books, 

and it is unknown how far these books rely on lexical bundles. The students of IELTS in 

Pakistan are neither taught lexical bundles nor LBs are included in their instructional 

material. To shed light on this issue, Khan, Majoka, and Fazal (2015) stated that Pakistani 

students face a number of problems in writing for academic purposes. Two major problems 

that students face are a lack of analytical skills and inadequate command of the English 

language for academic purposes. Therefore, if Pakistani students are introduced to the 
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useful list of common LBs and exposed to learning the use of more frequent fixed and 

common phrases (lexical bundles) of a discipline, this can contribute to their understanding 

of the discipline as well as improve their academic discourse.  Deeper investigations are 

needed into the books concerning lexical bundles. To fill the gap, drawing on corpus 

analysis, the current study has employed corpus linguistics as a methodology to examine 

the structures and functions of 4-word lexical bundles utilized in IELTS books. The 

findings of the study can significantly help students with their academic and IELTS exam 

performance. As is to be expected, the utilization of a list of LBs employed in IELTS books 

explored in this study with structures and functions can be an effective and revolutionary 

approach to contribute immensely to comprehending or unpacking these books, which can 

be used to improve students’ language performance in IELTS. In this way, students would 

perform better on the test to get the desired results and avail themselves of the best job and 

study opportunities in English-speaking countries. In summation, the research findings can 

be potentially translated into formal IELTS instructional material used for effective 

pedagogical practices. For instance, lexical bundles employed in IELTS books can be 

utilized by book writers, curriculum developers, and IELTS material designers to enhance 

pedagogical practices in the English language and students’ performance in the English 

language.  

1.2 Research Objectives  

a. To explore structures of four-word lexical bundles employed in IELTS books  

b. To analyze the discourse function of 4-word LBs employed in IELTS books 

c. To investigate cohesion and coherence with the employment of lexical bundles 

1.3 Research Questions 

RQ1: What are the structures of 4-word lexical bundles employed in IELTS books? 

RQ2: What are the discourse functions of the 4-word lexical bundle employed in 

IELTS books? 

RQ3: How are cohesion and coherence achieved through the employment of lexical 

bundles?   
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1.4 Significance of the Study 

The research is helpful in multiple ways. It is helpful in identifying lexical bundles 

that are used in IELTS books, and it has investigated the structures as well as the functions 

of lexical bundles and provided a list of lexical bundles with structures and functions; this 

list will be used in ESP for IELTS teaching and learning which is useful to improve 

students’ performance in IELTS. The students should be able to use LBs because the 

correct use of lexical bundles signifies a language competency level in a specific register 

(Bamberg,1983; McCulley, 1985; Cortes, 2004; Biber and Barbieri, 2007). With the help 

of such bundles, the teachers help the students to develop a discursive style that can 

improve their ability to communicate fluently, bring cohesion and coherence, and allow 

them to rationally develop their arguments for the listeners and enable them to read and 

understand the language in a better way. In addition to this, the study is useful in 

determining the role of multiple word combinations in reading, speaking, and Constructing 

written discourse in Isles books. Other than this, the study is an addition to existing research 

in the area of corpus linguistics and lexical bundles, and it has contributed some new 

structural and functional categories to Biber et al. (2004). Moreover, the study is useful for 

book writers, material designers, syllabus designers, and curriculum developers because 

the research gathered information from authentic books and core resources. This 

information has provided active help to writers and material designers who want to write a 

book on IELTS or even on any other grammar book. 

After extracting the list of lexical bundles, the researcher explores structural 

features and discourse functions. In this way, this study has contributed a list of lexical 

bundles occurring in IELTS books with structures and discourse functions. Besides the 

exploration of lexical bundles, the study has potentially added more new structures and 

functions to the theoretical framework. The analysis has explored how significant the role 

lexical bundle can play in establishing cohesion and coherence in IELTS textbooks. The 

researcher highlighted the role of multi-word units in establishing cohesion and coherence. 

Finally, the specialized corpus constructed for this study can be significantly used by future 

researchers to study other linguistic features employed in such books. The overall 

methodology, ranging from compiling a specialized corpus to exploring lexical bundles, 
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can be adopted by future researchers for the study of lexical bundles in any genre, such as 

books, research, articles, or essays. This study offers a unique way to compile a specialized 

corpus from textbooks, clean the corpus, annotate it, and use it in the software to explore 

lexical bundles. This study has offered corpus-informed teaching materials (a list of lexical 

bundles with structures and discourse functions). ELT book writers and material 

developers can also benefit from this study to write books and design materials. Finally, 

the study will have recommendations for IELTS pedagogical practices.  

1.5 Delimitation of Study 

The study has been delimited to IELTS books that are being used in well-reported 

institutions of Pakistan; there are 10 books: Barron’s IELTS Super pack, Cambridge IELTS 

3, Cambridge IELTS 6, Cambridge IELTS 7, Cambridge 10, Cambridge 17, IELTS 

Essentials by RW, IELTS Reading Recent Actual Test, Master IELTS Writing Band and The 

Complete Solution by ANH TOAN. All the books were available in digitized form. Lexical 

bundles are analyzed structurally and functionally. Moreover, the researcher has explored 

how cohesion and coherence are achieved by employing lexical bundles. 

1.6 Limitations of Study 

There are some limitations: the study only looked into lexical bundles and written 

discourse, such as textbooks of IELTS, and spoken discourse, such as audio lectures at 

academic institutions, were not taken into account. Since the goal of this study was to 

examine four-word LBs, the limitation of the research is the length of bundles; only four-

word common lexical bundles have been examined. The research did not address LBs with 

three-, five-, or six-word lexical bundles. Thus, the analysis of four-word lexical bundles 

has been conducted. Moreover, only 10 IELTS textbooks were taken into account, so the 

findings cannot be generalized to other textbooks.    

1.7 Organization of Study  

This study consists of 5 chapters: the first chapter is based on the background of 

the study, statement of the problem, significance, research objectives, research questions, 

delimitation, and limitations. The second chapter of the thesis deals with a literature review, 

and gaps are emphasized in this particular chapter. The third chapter discusses in detail the 
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research methodology, which includes a theoretical framework, the procedure of data 

collection, and the corpus compilation process. The next chapter is based on the data 

presentations and analysis. The data has been presented in the form of tables and figures. 

The fifth chapter is based on the final section and contains a summary of findings, 

implications, and recommendations for future researchers.  
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CHAPTER 2 

LITERATURE REVIEW              

This chapter presents the existing literature related to the current study. First of all, 

there is an introduction to corpus linguistics. Secondly, an overview of formulaic language 

is provided. Then, there is a short discussion on IELTS and previous studies of LBs in 

academic discourse, followed by LBs variations across disciplines and a thorough review 

of corpus-based studies on lexical bundles that are associated with the current research. 

This chapter also extensively reviews relevant existing studies with reference to lexical 

bundles to find a gap for this study. In short, the chapter explores previous research or 

literature to emphasize key ideas, identify previous studies, and offer theoretical support 

for the ongoing investigation.        

2.1 Corpus Linguistics 

Corpus, a word in Latin, means “body” and it refers to a “body of texts” in the 

discipline of linguistics. Nowadays, a big collection of text that can be read by machines is 

referred to as a corpus. In short, corpus-based studies refer to studies where texts are read 

by machines and software are used to evaluate the text. As per Conrad and Biber (2005), a 

few crucial aspects of corpus-based research are: 

a) Systematic collections of texts. 

b) Use computers for automatic analysis. 

c) Such studies in corporate both quantitative analysis and functional 

interpretations.   

Sinclair, the pioneer of CL, defines it as “a collection of pieces of language text in 

electronic form, selected according to external criteria to represent, as far as possible, a 

language or language variety as a source of data for linguistic research” (Sinclair; 2005, 

p.16). In simple words, corpus linguistics is a large collection of texts that can be 

electronically accessed and used to study language.   
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Language teaching has often used corpus analysis. It aids in offering more insights 

and understanding. According to McEnery et al. (2006), there are four characteristics of 

corpora: 

a) Machine-readable texts 

b) Authentic texts 

c) Sample of language 

d) A representative of a particular language 

In the past two decades, corpus linguistics has achieved significance as a method 

for studying language. (Rundell, 2007) By using a corpus for language study, a huge text 

can be examined quickly, something that could not have been done with a manual 

examination in the 1950s and earlier. In addition to this, corpus linguistics is utilized to 

explore the individual word-to-word patterns and from semantics to discourse analysis. 

The usage of corpora in computer-assisted language learning can be considerably increased 

with the help of corpus tools, and with the help of corpus linguistics, learners can be 

introduced to very useful teaching materials that can be used to practice and learn a 

language. The resource material (text) in books isn’t very helpful for the students. Mostly, 

it is based on the authors’ intuitions, and language is not contextualized. When a language 

is taught in its actual context, learners learn it more successfully. Corpora provides 

understandable examples of how language is used in the actual world ( O’Keelfe et al., 

2007). 

Furthermore, useful teaching resources for instructions can be produced, such as 

course books, a glossary of common terms, grammar books, etc. For learning a specific 

language, students can obtain corpus-based materials like handouts with various 

assignments and activities (John, 1994); such things are referred to as data-driven learning 

(DDL). Similarly, corpus analysis has been the subject of numerous linguistic types of 

research because it can present the genuine usage of a target language. For example, the 

connection between lexis and grammar has been established with the help of corpus. The 

development of corpus linguistics allows researchers to examine a huge amount of data 
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containing millions of words. Such studies moved the focus of researchers beyond the word 

level, and they started to talk about phraseology.  

There are two major research approaches in corpus linguistics: 

1) Corpus-based studies 

2) Corpus driven studies  

Both approaches are different in terms of their goals. For example, the corpus-based 

method supports an existing study, theory, or hypothesis. However, the corpus-driven 

method aims to make a discovery that might lead to a new theory (Biber, 2009; Bonelli, 

2010).   

Bonelli introduced the difference between these two approaches (2010). Typically, 

corpus-based studies employ corpus data to investigate a theory/hypothesis with the intent 

of validating, disputing, or improving it. The corpus-driven method, on the other hand, 

rejects the idea and maintains that the corpus should be the exclusive source of the 

hypothesis. In simple words, the corpus-based study considers the linguistic forms obtained 

from linguistic theory.  

2.2 Formulaic Language 

A number of studies have recently analyzed formulaic terms which are used in 

various registers. Word clusters that commonly occur together in a language have been 

examined and reported in the literature under a variety of titles; different titles given by 

researchers are as under: 

Lexical Phrases (Nattinger & Decarrico, 1992), Formulaic Sequences (Schmitt & 

Carter, 2004; Wray, 2002), N-grams (Stubbs and Barth, 2003), Formulaic sequences 

(Schmitt & Carter, 2004), Lexical Chunks (O’Keeffe et al. 2007), Multi-word expressions 

(Nattinger and Decarrico, 1992), Multi-word expressions (Siyanova-Chanturia and 

Martinez, 2015), Lexical Bundles (Biber & Conrad, 1999; Biber, 2006), Prefabricated 

Structures (Yousaf & Shehzad, 2018)  
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The above-mentioned researchers employed different methodologies and analyzed 

different types of word combinations. The present study focuses on word combinations in 

IELTS books.   

2.3 International English Language Testing System 

As the researcher discussed earlier, IELTS is the main English proficiency test. 

Learners opt for education as well as for the migration process. There are some other tests, 

such as GRE, TOEFL, and CAE; however, IELTS is considered the most reliable criterion. 

The test consists of four skills: speaking, reading, writing, and listening. Aspirants are 

given an overall score based on their performance in four skills, a score of 1 denoting a 

‘non-user’, and a score of 9 is awarded to an expert user’ (IELTS, 2019a).  

Non-native English speakers may need to take IELTS to continue their studies at 

English-medium universities. There are four marking factors to evaluate students’ writings: 

lexical resources, task achievement, coherence and cohesion, and grammatical accuracy. 

Similarly, the score for speaking performance is determined by using four equally weighted 

criteria. The four standards are pronunciation, lexical resource, grammatical correctness, 

and fluency & coherence. Similarly, reading and listening sections are marked according 

to lexical resources, grammatical range, coherence, and cohesion.   

There is very little research on the study books published for IELTS. As far as 

lexical bundles are concerned, one research article was published by Iranian scholar 

Mansoor Ganji. Multi-word units from IELTS speaking preparation books written by 

Iranian writers served as the foundation for the study. This study compares two English 

learning textbooks (used to prepare for IELTS) with authentic spoken language data to see 

how lexical bundles are used. The aim was to see whether the language presented in the 

books was representative of the real-life language or not. In discussing, a list of lexical 

bundles was created using BASE and MICASE. After that, the list was used as a reference 

text to look at the language data of two commonly used books in Iran. The findings reveal 

the significant difference between MICASE and BASE concerning the frequency, 

structures, and functions of LBs. It was also discovered that both the corpora, as a whole, 

shared a few related lexical bundles with the books under consideration. Several helpful 

recommendations are offered to increase teachers' and curriculum designers' awareness of 
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the significance of related corpus linguistic studies. The current study is different from this 

research in many ways. For instance, the researcher has compared two corpora with 

authentic spoken language data. Thus, it is a comparative study. Other than this, this study 

is based on spoken data only; on the other hand, in this research, the researcher has explored 

the structures and functions of LBs and how the overall performance of the students of 

IELTS can be improved by using the list of lexical bundles. For this research, there are 

writing and reading passages. 

Another study was conducted by Miller (2015) at Nation Research University 

Higher School of Economics, Russia. The intended students were all Russian speakers, and 

they were all native speakers. About two-thirds of the students were female, and one-third 

were male. Their level of English fluency was around B1. According to the Common 

European Framework of References for Languages (CEFR), the course was based on six 

months, and the goal was to get students ready for the IELTS exam. The two areas were 

selected for this matter: vocabulary and writing. The first-year students’ restricted 

vocabulary is one of the major linguistics issues. Consequently, they struggled with the 

IELTS exam. The researcher offered a few corpus-based exercises that were used in writing 

skills to a group. The activity showed encouraging effects of corpus teaching, such as 

improvements in learners’ understanding of arrangements, a low percentage of frequency 

of collocation mistakes, and an improvement in students’ autonomy and self-correction 

abilities.       

In addition to this, the research shows the negative effects that can occur when test 

preparation courses just focus on the exam format and ignore the values of language skills. 

It is a well-known fact that some test preparation programs, including IELTS, often just 

focus on ‘practicing and mastering item types for the test and thus neglect the students’ 

actual language development ability to use the target language and improvement of their 

proficiency of the language” (Zhengdong, 2009). So, the corpus-based approach was 

chosen by the researcher because it allowed the researcher to handle language issues of 

students more appropriately and also encouraged independence and critical thinking. 

Secondly, it is extremely beneficial for writing as the students no longer depend on their 

judgments of grammatical corrections. In other words, it is corpus-attested and can be used 

in the same way.      
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To sum up, the study discussed above talks about the pedagogical significance of 

LBs. However, the present study aims to analyze lexical bundles in IELTS books in order 

to know the discourse functions and structures of LBs and to investigate cohesion and 

coherence with the employment of lexical bundles.   

2.4 Lexical Bundles in Academics Texts\Discourses 

Lexical bundles are “the most frequently recurring sequence of words” (Biber and 

Barbieri, 2007, p.264). They are recurring word sequences that a computer program 

extracts from a given corpus (Salazar, 2014) as chunks and clusters (Hyland, 2008). Later 

on, Cortes (2004) explained lexical bundles as extended collocations. Academic discourse 

has been the subject of several studies. In research, the use of the language of native or 

non-native people and the lexical choices of expert authors and learners have been 

investigated. In addition to this, some people have explored the use of corpus linguistics in 

language classrooms, and some of them have concentrated on the difficulties encountered 

by non-native learners. The researchers highlighted the importance of lexical bundles in an 

academic context and concentrated on how these bundles can be taught to students.  

In order to help pupils comprehend the practice of lexical bundles in their writings, 

Hyland (2008 a) and Cortes (2004) favor productive exercises. Cortes taught lexical 

bundles to university students and suggested that the students should be exposed to the 

corpus of such bundles for their better understanding. Similarly, the research of lexical 

bundles by Biber et al. (1999) reveals the prevalence of LBs across genres that include 

generic elements. In other words, these bundles provide generic features to a genre. For 

example, Biber highlighted that LB is used less in conversations and textbooks than in 

classroom interactions.    

According to Hyland, lexical bundles are crucial for language acquisition and 

production, as they “help to shape meanings in specific contexts and contribute to our sense 

of coherence in a text.” Additionally, he discovered differences in frequency across the 

disciplines. This research, along with similar ones, brought attention to the idea of teaching 

discipline-specific language with the help of LBs. Another well-known scholar, Salazar 

(2010), scrutinized the usage of LBs in texts from the British Medical Journal and a 

Philippine English language publication; these are two distinct varieties of English. The 
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research findings reveal a significant frequency of verbal lexical bundles in the British 

Medical Journal compared to Philippine English language publications. Other than this, the 

study also reveals some functional and structural differences between the two corpora. 

Similarly, Beng and Keong (2014) studied the structural types of LBs in reading passages 

of the Malaysian University English Test, and they suggested that instructors should 

incorporate corpora-based materials like LBs in learning tasks and activities. Further, 

Cortes (2006), after conducting experimental research on LBs, suggested that there is a 

need to include better and longer exposure to LBs in disciplinary writing courses. In 

addition, Neely and Cortes (2009) focused on the utilization of a set of LBs in academic 

lectures. Moreover, Byrd and Coxhead (2010) established the list of twenty-one 4-word 

LBs utilized in science, arts, commerce, and law for pedagogical implications. 

2.5 Lexical Bundles Variations Across Disciplines         

Research has been conducted by Jalali (2013). He compared master's and PhD 

theses of applied linguistics as postgraduate genres of linguistics. The study demonstrated 

that there were many structural and frequency differences between LBs identified in two 

different genres of the same field. However, the use of noun and preposition phrase 

fragments was prevalent in both genres. There is a higher use of phrasal bundles in PhD 

dissertations, especially the use of prepositional phrases, which may be related to the 

requirement of gradually developing arguments. On the other hand, noun phrases and 

prepositional phrases were employed more frequently in the masters’ theses. However, 

copula be + adjectival/noun fragments or passive+ prepositional fragments were not 

observed differently. There is only a little higher use of the diversity of clausal fragments. 

The research made recommendations such as enhanced pedagogical attention on various 

lexical bundles. The result may also emphasize the need for EAP (English for Academic 

purposes), particularly in writing courses/programs where learners are assisted in writing 

research articles. (Byrd & Coxhead, 2010)  

Another study was conducted by Johnston (2017) at Portland State University. The 

researcher investigated LBs in Literature and Applied Linguistics of professionals and 

intermediate learners. The study found that professionals use LBs with different 

frequencies and different structures in linguistics and literature because they have different 
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rhetorical requirements. Students of both areas relied more on lexical bundle repetition. 

LBs were employed more frequently by linguistic experts and students than by literary 

professionals and students. This could be a result of the formulaic nature of linguistics, as 

bundles are employed for certain rhetorical moves in linguistics. Additionally, when 

compared to professionals’ writing, the learners showed a difference: the students of 

linguistics used more types and tokens, while the students of literature used fewer lexical 

bundles. Moreover, the learners, as well as professionals from linguistics, used a higher 

frequency of LBs than literature students/professionals. Similarly, the variety of nouns used 

by professionals was higher than that of learners in both fields. This is similar to the 

findings of Chen & Bakers (2010); according to them, L1 authors had a limited range of 

nouns, while L1 student writers of English employed a greater range of nouns.  

Other than this, in Pakistan, Yousaf & Shehzad (2018) conducted research on 

structures of lexical bundles in dissertations written by Pakistani scholars. The study was 

based on the investigation of LBs in PhD thesis in Pakistan. The researcher explored 4-7 

word bundles in a corpus of 4.6 million words. The dissertations were taken from 3 

different types of disciplines, for instance, Bio-sciences, English studies, and Social 

Sciences, in order to see the variation, use, and structures of LBs across different 

disciplines. The findings of the research reveal that all three disciplines substantially rely 

on prefabricated words. The disciplines have different dominant structures. For example, 

a high percentage of prepositional phrase fragments are found in English studies. Similarly, 

social sciences have more noun phrase fragments, and bio-sciences have more fragments 

of verb phrases. It was found that LBs vary from discipline to discipline in terms of 

frequencies and structures. The study was useful for determining how the lexical bundles 

are used in different disciplines and how the bundles are different or similar in terms of 

their structure. Moreover, educationists can take help from the findings to develop a 

discourse style across the disciplines, which can improve learners’ fluency in their 

expression, enhance coherence and cohesion, and allow them to develop their arguments 

to convince the reader rationally. However, no research study addressed LBs occurring in 

Pakistani IELTS textbooks. 

Similarly, Cortes (2004) looked at four-word lexical bundles in History and 

Biology articles and contrasted the results with the writings of students of similar 
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disciplines. The results indicate that the students made improper use of bundles. The way 

they used bundles was different from the expert writers. The results showed that even 

though students may have regularly read the texts containing these expressions, only a 

simple exposure to lexical bundles does not help them learn these expressions.    

2.6 Function of Lexical bundles 

They fall into three main groups based on their functionality: referential 

expressions, discourse organizer and stance markers. Some of the stance markers or stance 

bundles are, it can be used to, I think it was, I do not think so, the fact that it is possible to, 

I think it was, you know what I mean, etc. The writers use such stance markers to convey 

their viewpoints, justifications, and attitudes towards the proposition (Biber et al., 2002; 

Navratilova, 2012). These lexical bundles, according to Biber et al. (2004), are utilized to 

convey writers’ convictions or doubts.  

Similarly, discourse organizers are used to connect concepts that have already been 

mentioned with the current notion. Discourse organizers can be used to elaborate on topics 

(Biber et al., 2004). For example, on the other hand, in the present study, in addition to 

this, as shown in figure etc. Other than this, some bundles are used to elaborate some ideas 

in writing, for instance, if you look at, what you think, such as in this chapter, etc.  

Similarly, the bundles of referential expressions are being used to create references 

to abstract intangible or concrete\physical entities (Biber, et al., 2004). Such lexical bundles 

include identification, for example, this is one of the, the most, the least etc. Moreover, 

some imprecision indicators are also there such as things like that, something like that etc. 

In addition to this, some specification attributes in which there are time/place/text 

references are included such as, there is a lot of, percent of the, the rest of the, at the same 

time, at the end of, at the bottom of, in the united states, on the surface of and shown in the 

figure etc.  

2.7 Structure of Lexical bundles 

Lexical bundles can be examined structurally. Biber et al. (1999) and Hyland 

(2008) divided lexical bundles into grammatical groups based on structural similarities. 

Be+ N/Adj. phrase, passive+ preposition, prepositional phrase+ of, Nps, PPs, Noun 
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phrase+ of etc. The writers use NP-based bundles in their writings, such as one of the, a 

wide range of.  Similarly, PP-based bundles e.g., with the development of, despite the fact 

that. VP-based bundles such as, do not have the, are related to the. In addition to this, noun 

phrases with the phrase fragment, for example, the beginning of the, the end of the, the base 

of the. Moreover, Passive verb+ prepositional\adjective phrase, for instance, be taken into 

account, are shown in the table, is based on the. 

Some researchers investigate the effects of how it can be helpful for students in 

language learning. Crossley and Salsbury (2011) examined the impact of LBs on English 

L2 speakers and found that LBs improve learners’ precision in speaking. Similarly, to 

increase proficiency in language acquisition, Petrovska (2012) proposed that tourist 

students need to know LBs as it is significant to improve their ability of language learning.  

Thus, teaching LBs is considered to be an essential linguistic component of 

teaching languages. Previous studies on LBs largely concur with the pedagogical value of 

LBs. Many studies offer specific recommendations for pedagogical implications and focus 

on the theoretical status of lexical bundles. It is undeniable that LBs are important, 

especially in academic discourse.  

Danica Joy Lorenzo Salaza has conducted research at a public university in 

Barcelona, Spain. The study was based on the corpus investigation of functions, structures, 

and frequency of lexical bundles in published scientific writing. The objective of the study 

was to obtain a list of the frequent and educationally helpful bundles in scientific prose. 

The researcher extracted 3-6 words lexical bundles from 1.3 million words from published 

articles in biochemistry and biology. The functional and structural features were inspected 

through a concordance. The findings demonstrate how native authors employ word strings 

to create coherent and convincing text. The researcher compared the result of data attained 

from the corpus of scientific articles with the bundles of biomedical articles by native-

speaker scientists who are non-native speakers. The comparison exposed the overuse of 

some bundles by non-native writers. Other than this, there is a lack of variation and 

unnecessary repetition, which show their limited awareness of usage. Furthermore, a 

practical list of LBs was generated for teaching applications, and the researcher discussed 

how they can be used to address the major challenges in EAP classrooms.   



22 
 

 

  

Another research has been conducted by Hussain, Zahra, and Abbas (2021) on lexical 

bundles. The research is based on the discourse functions of LBs in Chemistry and Physics 

textbooks. The study aimed to investigate 4-word bundles and their functional taxonomies. 

The study discovers 102 LBs in the textbooks under functional categories. The findings of 

the research have substantial educational implications for instructors and curriculum 

designers.  

2.8 Lexical Bundles as Cohesive Devices 

In any piece of writing, cohesion, and coherence are crucial elements that ensure 

that the text is logical and clear. Lexical bundles should receive extra attention from 

teachers and practitioners to help students produce coherent and fluent discourse (Nattinger 

and De Carrico,1992; Lewis and Conzett 2000; Hyland, 2008).  

Cohesion refers to the lexical and grammatical relationship within a piece of writing 

that helps to connect the ideas at the surface level/micro level. Cohesive devices 

(conjunctions, pronouns, transitional words) are used to create a flow of information. Such 

devices play a vital role in establishing relationships among sentences and paragraphs of a 

text by ensuring that there is logical connectivity in the text. In the same way, LBs, also 

known as building blocks of discourse, function as cohesive devices. A good command of 

lexical bundles indicates a pivotal skill in writing. The findings of researchers on lexical 

bundles reveal that the language is not only a collection of vocabulary or grammar; rather, 

the native speaker relies on lexical bundles and a stock of pre-fabricated chunks 

(Sinclair,1991). Consequently, such collocations contribute to enhancing the sense of 

cohesion and coherence in the text.      

Coherence, on the other side, is a more general idea as it works on a macro level. It 

is about how well the ideas are organized and presented to make the text easily 

understandable. Moreover, it helps to have flow in writing; lexical bundles contribute to 

the coherence of a text, create a realistic academic voice, and attain naturalness in writing 

(Chan-Chia & Hsieh, 2018). Likewise, lexical bundles are useful for speaking skills as 

well; the use of LBs would not only enhance learners’ reading and writing but also their 

speaking by establishing coherence in what they say and listening abilities (Hussain, Zahra 

& Abbas, 2021). Lexical bundles also provide links between parts of the text. At this level, 
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the lexical bundles help to ensure that ideas are connected to create a clear “whole” and 

present two diverse ideas. Without LBs, it is hard to figure out how the ideas go together 

in the same speech. The formulaic sequences provide text coherence, make it interactive, 

contextualize the content, and establish rapport (Siyanova, Chanturia & Martinez, 2015). 

They play an important role in understanding the meaning of a specific context and 

contribute significantly to the coherence of the text (Hyland, 2008).   

Lexical bundles have been studied extensively around the world; however, little 

research has been conducted in Pakistani academic settings.  There are few kinds of 

research on spoken and written academic discourse; however, they have not been explored 

in IELTS books and study guides. The learners are not that capable of dealing with these 

books for preparation. Therefore, the current study has used corpus methodology to 

discover the structures and functions of 4-word lexical bundles in IELTS books. Moreover, 

the researcher has explored how cohesion and coherence are achieved through the 

employment of lexical bundles. The following sections extensively review some relevant 

studies in the existing literature to indicate the gap for the present study and to state the 

importance of the implementation for the present study.   

2.9 Previous Research Studies on Lexical Bundles   

In recent decades, many studies have examined academic discourse's lexical 

bundles in written and spoken language across genres and registers. This research covers 

research articles, textbooks, self-study materials, ESP/EAP, and classroom training. Each 

study has its own goals and research topics, focused on unique elements of lexical bundle 

utilization. Some lexical bundle investigations are summarized here.  

Lexical bundles are present in academic prose and conversation, according to Biber 

et al. (1999), who found that academic texts have unique properties. In addition, Biber et 

al. (2004) compared lexical bundles in textbooks and classroom teaching to their findings 

in conversation and academic prose. This latter study found that classroom teaching uses 

more lexical bundles than academic writing, conversations, or textbooks. Classrooms often 

use attitude bundles like face-to-face encounters and academic writing reference bundles. 

Classroom teaching had more referential and attitude bundles than academic writing and 

discourse. 
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In a similar vein, Biber (2006) examined academic lexical bundles by discipline, 

genre, and register. He found more lexical bundles in classroom teaching than in texts or 

conversation. Stubbs and Barth (2003) and Pickering and Byrd (2008) examined lexical 

bundles and recurrent phrases to determine particular discourse characteristics. 

Hyland (2008) also examined lexical bundles in master's theses, doctorate dissertations, 

and research articles in business studies, electrical engineering, biology, and applied 

linguistics. His research revealed the preferences and frequencies of lexical bundles across 

different disciplines. Simpson-Vlach & Ellis (2010) developed the 'Academic Formulas 

List' (AFL) using an "innovative combination of quantitative and qualitative criteria, 

corpus statistics and linguistic analyses, psycholinguistic processing metrics, and instructor 

insights" (p. 4). Hyland's findings differ. Simpson-Vlach & Ellis found common word 

combinations across many academic fields in this list. 

Several studies have compared academic discourse using lexical bundles by writers 

with various first languages. Cortes (2004) investigated commonly occurring four-word 

"Target Bundles" in biology and history publications. Her research examined how students 

at three academic levels in the same fields used these bundles. Students used target bundles, 

while experienced writers used them differently. Similarly, Chen and Baker (2010) also 

examined how non-native language status affects lexical bundle utilization in academic 

texts and L1 and L2 student writings. They found that L2 student texts had fewer lexical 

bundles than academic literature. L1 and L2 students' compositions also demonstrated 

expressive overuse and underuse. 

Salazar (2010) examined lexical bundles with verbs in Philippine and British 

English using two corpora of medical research papers. The results showed that Philippine 

English has fewer lexical bundles than British English. The study examined the structural 

and functional variations in the two corpora's lexical bundles qualitatively. 

Allan (2017) also compared the value and frequency of lexical bundles in five 

English language self-study books and in English-speaking environments. She created and 

suggested lexical bundles for self-study tools. Also, Allan (2016) examined lexical bundles 

in ELF business talks. She recommended lexical bundles for teaching spoken English for 

business in an ELF context based on her findings. In addition, Durrant (2017) examined 
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lexical bundles and disciplinary differences in university student writing. He collected data 

from science/technology, humanities/social sciences, biological sciences, and commerce 

and found significant differences. Additionally, while writers within the same subjects 

differed, the disciplines themselves were generally similar. Yousaf and Shehzad (2018) 

examined cross-disciplinary variances in academic word bundles in Pakistan using Ph.D. 

dissertations from three fields. They found that the frequency and structure of lexical 

bundles varied among fields. Similarly, Hussain, Zahra, and Abbas (2021) explored lexical 

bundles with their discourse functions employed in chemistry and physics textbooks used 

in KP, Pakistan. They found 102 lexical bundles with different discourse functions. 

Frequent functions were referential and discourse organizers. They highlight the significant 

role of lexical bundles.   

As can be seen above, there is extensive research on lexical bundles in various 

genres and registers. However, lexical bundles employed in IELTS books are unexplored 

and worthy of research attention. Therefore, this study aims to explore four-word lexical 

bundles employed in IELTS books with their structures and discourse functions. The 

findings of this study can help students to perform better in the IELTS exam. Also, the 

findings can have significant pedagogical implications. The studies examined above 

emphasize the important function of lexical bundles in academic discourse and their 

educational importance. This research emphasizes the need to study lexical bundles to 

create a list that can influence EAP and ESAP instruction, especially in preparing for the 

IELTS exam. The current study examines lexical bundles in IELTS books, focusing on 

their structural and functional taxonomies in teaching. The following chapter discusses the 

detailed methodology employed in this research thesis.         
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CHAPTER 3 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Research Design       

In this study, corpus linguistics has been used as a methodological framework. It 

encapsulates both quantitative and qualitative analysis of the data. This research has 

employed both qualitative and quantitative approaches. Corpus linguistics analyses actual 

language usage using qualitative and quantitative methods (Perez-Paredes, 2020). 

Qualitative methods examine concordance lines with reference to context or co-text, while 

quantitative methods analyze collocations or frequencies of keywords or phrases (Perez-

Paredes, 2020). Similarly, in this study, the qualitative part examined the concordance lines 

of lexical bundles to determine their meanings or their discourse functions in contexts. On 

the other hand, this study quantitatively calculated the frequencies of lexical bundles. In 

this study, corpus methodology is used to explore lexical bundles employed in IELTS 

books. Quantitative analysis was used to investigate the frequencies and number of LBs, 

ranges, types, and tokens. In summation, quantitative data was the orientation of forms or 

structure counts. On the other hand, qualitative analysis was used to investigate the 

functions of lexical bundles by considering co-text (context). The rationale behind using 

the corpus method is that it is not possible to manually identify lexical bundles in IELTS 

books. Therefore, the researcher opted to use the corpus methodology.    

The corpus method was used as a methodological framework to explore and 

identify lexical bundles employed in IELTS textbooks. This frame is one of the most 

widely used approaches for empirical research in linguistics (Sinclair, 2004; Biber et al., 

2002). The word corpus is defined by Bowker and Pearson (2002) as “a large collection of 

authentic texts that have been gathered in electronic form according to a specific set of 

criteria”. In addition, the main notion in the corpus study is authenticity.   

The bundles were explored using AntConc software version 3.5.9 (Windows) 2020. 

The data of the research was from the textbooks of IELTS, which are widely acclaimed 

institutions most commonly used in Pakistan. A specialized corpus was constructed 
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because it allowed the researcher to see a particular type of discourse or language features 

(lexical bundles with structures and functions) and help to achieve specific research 

objectives.   

3.2 Data  

For this research, the data was the texts of IELTS books which are most commonly 

used by institutions. The selected books were Barron’s IELTS Super pack, Cambridge 

IELTS 3, Cambridge IELTS 6, Cambridge IELTS 7, Cambridge 10, Cambridge 17, IELTS 

Essentials by RW, IELTS Reading Recent Actual Test, Master IELTS Writing Band and The 

Complete Solution by ANH TOAN. All the books were available in digitized form. The 

texts of these books were added to the specialized corpus for the extraction of lexical 

bundles. The overall size of the corpus was 390548 words.      

3.3 Corpus Cleaning Criteria  

The information that was unnecessary, such as page numbers, figures, digits, tables, 

numerical data, diagrams, and lines, was manually removed from the corpus of textbooks. 

When all the required data was collected through this process, the ten MS Word files were 

uploaded and processed in the software called text-fixer to remove unnecessary 

line/paragraph spaces. The software is available online . 

3.4 Conversion of Word Files into Text files  

Once the data was compiled and cleaned after the above-mentioned process, word 

files were converted into text files. After converting the Ms Word files into text files, all 

the text files were uploaded to AntConc software, and the researcher extracted 4-word 

lexical bundles for analysis.    

3.5 Rationale for Data 

As this study explored and analyzed lexical bundles occurring in IELTS textbooks, 

the minimum criterion for a lexical bundle is to have at least an occurrence in five different 

text files. So, the minimum requirement is 5; for more comprehensive, reliable, and 

generalizable results, the researcher selected 10 different IELTS textbooks. The rationale 

for selecting these more books (10 books) was that a large number of text files provide 
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more reliable and generalizable results. Moreover, dispersion (appearing in different text 

files from the same register and genre) is an essential element; according to the definitions 

given by scholars, a lexical bundle should appear from 5 to 10 text files of a register of a 

particular genre, depending on the size of lexical bundles. In other words, each lexical 

bundle occurs in at least five text files out of 10 text files, but it is important to say here 

that dispersion may vary from study to study, the researcher has selected 10 IELTS’ 

textbooks.   

3.6 Tool 

The data was analyzed using AntConc 3.5.9, the software developed by Lawrence 

Anthony in 2007. It is free software; by using this, lexical bundles and their frequencies 

have been identified. In order to find out lexical bundles, the researcher has provided: 

1. The number of text files 

2. Length of lexical bundles 

3. The minimum frequency  

So, with the help of this tool/software, the researcher has extracted and analyzed 4-word 

lexical bundles.  

3.7 Analysis Mode/Process      

These sequential steps were followed for the exploration and analysis of the data. 

First of all, a specialized corpus was constructed, with 10 text files of 10 IELTS textbooks. 

This designed corpus was uploaded to AntConc software, and measures were set on like n-

gram minimum and maximum size 4, range 5, and frequency 10 at least. A list of lexical 

bundles has been generated. Then, all the bundles were classified structurally according to 

the selected theoretical framework. The study has found some new structures, and they 

have been added to the theoretical framework for revision. Similarly, the concordances of 

each lexical bundle have been studied to explore their discourse functions with the help of 

linguistic context or co-text (text around the lexical bundle). Discourse functions were 

analyzed according to the theoretical framework. The study has found some new functions 

of lexical bundles, which have been added to the theoretical framework. Also, while 

exploring the functions of lexical bundles, their role in establishing coherence and cohesion 
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was examined. In this way, all the data (lexical bundle with structures and functions) is 

analyzed.  

3.8 Extraction Criteria of Lexical Bundles 

The corpus of this study consisted of 10 text files. These text files have been 

uploaded to AntConc version 3.5.9 Windows 2020. Moreover, the cluster/N gram option 

was used to get the list. As the researcher wanted to extract four-word lexical bundles, the 

minimum and maximum size of the cluster was 4. Moreover, the minimum frequency was 

10, and the minimum range was set to 5 as the frequency should not be less than range but 

rather equal or more. By applying the above-mentioned criteria, the list of lexical bundles 

was considered for analysis.   

Figure 1  

Screenshot of extraction criteria of LBs using AntConc 3.5.9 (window) 2020 

 

3.9 Approach for Corpus Analysis   

The research is a corpus-based study. In contrast to a corpus-driven study, the 

corpus-based approach is specific to a theory, question, or hypothesis, and the researcher’s 

focus is to uncover targeted evidence that is a response to pre-existing facts or assumptions. 
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Thus, the current study has used the corpus to investigate lexical bundles in IELTS books 

from different dimensions.  

Moreover, there were three parts to the study analysis. The first part was based on 

structural analysis, the second part focused on functional analysis, and in the third part, the 

researcher explored the cohesion and coherence achieved by the employment of lexical 

bundles.   

3.10 Selection of Lexical Bundles  

In many research studies, the bundles were selected through the process of cut-off 

frequency according to the data. Biber and Barbieri (2007) stated that lexical bundles must 

appear in three to five texts, contrary to Biber et al. (2004), who stipulate that LBs must 

appear in five distinct texts. This is a crucial need to prevent the idiosyncrasy of the 

particular writer. In this research, the textbooks used to create the corpus were written by 

several different authors. The research followed the same approach as Biber et al. (2004); 

all the extracted bundles appeared in five or more than five text files out of ten.   

  The researcher additionally utilized the exclusion criteria for removing LBs from 

the achieved list in order to find the remarkable lexical bundles in the corpus. The exclusion 

criterion, sometimes referred to as manual filtration, was implemented manually. Many 

researchers have used manual filtration to get the lists of bundles that were more creditable. 

In order to obtain LBs that are pedagogically meaningful, LBs must be manually filtered. 

Ellis and Simpson (2010) stated certain bundles can be useless, such as those with no clear 

or distinct meanings or incomplete bundles that make no sense. In this research, such 

bundles were manually filtered out. For example, a b c or, and on your answer, and or a 

number, g in boxes on, experience write at least, etc.  

Moreover, in this study, 4-words LBs were analyzed structurally and functionally. 

Two-word LBs were not taken into consideration because the word does not have a clear 

discourse level function (Conrad & Biber, 2004, p.58). Similarly, three-word LBs are very 

prevalent (Hyland, 2008). Furthermore, such LBs are incorporated into four-word LBs 

such as ‘take a look’ in ‘take a look at’. The researcher did not look at 5 and 6-word bundles 

since the longer the bundle, the lower the frequencies will be (Simpson Valach and Ellis, 
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2010; Hyland, 2008a). Thus, the four-word LBs appeared to be the most appropriate for 

the analysis.  

3.11 Theoretical Framework 

For this study, the structural and functional taxonomies of lexical bundles 

constructed by Biber et al. (2004) have been used as a theoretical framework. Biber et al. 

explored LBs in textbooks and university lectures.  

3.11.1 Structural Types of Lexical Bundles in Biber et al. (2004, p.381) 

The structural taxonomy presented by Biber et al. (2004) was considered for the 

structural analysis of lexical bundles. 17 structures of lexical bundles have been devised, 

and they are given in the following tables. 

Table 1  

Lexical bundles that incorporate verb fragments 
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Table 2 

 Lexical bundles that incorporate dependent clause fragments 

 

  Table 3 

 Lexical bundles that incorporate noun phrase and prepositional phrase fragments 

 

3.11.2 Functional Types of Lexical Bundles in Biber et al. (2004, p.381) 

Three main functional categories of lexical bundles have been discovered by Biber 

et al. (2004): stance expressions, discourse organizers, and referential expressions. 

Referential bundles “make direct reference to physical or abstract entities or to the textual 

context itself” (Biber et al. 2004). Moreover, stance bundles express attitudes or 

assessments (Biber et al.,2004, p.384). Last but not least, discourse bundles, in the opinion 
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of Biber et al. (2004), organize the flow of discourse by relating previous and following 

portions. The following table presents the functional taxonomies of LBs used in Biber et 

al.(2004)  

Table 3 

Functional taxonomies of lexical bundles in Biber et al. (2004) 
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CHAPTER 4       

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION      

The data presentation/analysis is covered in this chapter of the thesis. The data has 

been presented in the form of tables and screenshots. Additionally, the discussion about 

the interpretation of the data has been presented after the analysis and presentation of the 

data in order to produce various points of view regarding the findings and conclusions. 

Lexical bundles are the central focus of this research, so in this chapter, they have been 

examined structurally and functionally. Moreover, their frequencies have been shown and 

discussed in order to talk about how IELTS textbooks use lexical bundles and how they 

are similar or different from each other. The contextualized examples of LBs have been 

discussed and illustrated.  

4.1 Lexical Bundles  

Lexical bundles have been adequately described and explained in the preceding 

chapters: introduction, literature review, and research methodology. The main purpose is 

to make numerous inquiries into a corpus of IELTS books in order to explore LBs 

structurally and functionally and to see how cohesion and coherence can be achieved with 

the employment of lexical bundles.  

They are grammatically incomplete and do not function as whole sentences. 

Despite this, they can be categorized structurally according to their characteristics. (Biber 

et al,1999; Cortes,2004) Overall, they can be allocated into two main categories: phrasal 

and clausal. There are more sub-categories. In structural bundles, the phrasal category can 

be further broken down into verb-based groups, preposition-based groups, and noun-based 

groups. Similarly, the clausal category can also be broken down into verb-clause fragments 

followed by to-clause fragments or that-clause fragments, etc. Moreover, lexical bundles 

have many functional discourse categories, including stance expression, referential 

expression, and discourse organizers. They have been discussed in detail in previous 

chapters.  

As discussed earlier, structural and functional categories of LBs established by 

Biber et al. (2004) have been utilized for this study. The study emphasizes four-word LBs 
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to analyze their structural and functional variations as well as how bundles are used in 

IELTS textbooks.  

4.2 Lexical Bundles in Biber et al. (2004, p.381) 

In the study of Biber et al. (2004), seventeen structures of lexical bundles have been 

devised that have been mentioned in Chapter 3 (Table:3.1,3.3,3.4) 

4.3 Criteria for Exclusion 

After taking out four-word LBs from textbooks, criteria for exclusion were applied. 

The LBs were based on range and frequency, with a minimum frequency of 10 and a 

minimum range of 5, as frequency should not be less than the range but rather equal or 

more. By applying these measures, 352 bundles were extracted; some of them were 

eliminated after manual filtration, and 104 bundles were analyzed structurally and 

functionally. The detailed method of exclusion criteria has been mentioned in Chapter 3 of 

the research methodology. Moreover, the original and initial list of bundles produced by 

AntConc has been mentioned in Appendix A at the end of the thesis. 

4.4 List of Lexical Bundles after Manual Filtration   

After extracting lexical bundles by utilizing AntConc 3.5.9 w, manual filtration was 

put into practice. After manual filtration, 248 bundles were eliminated, as shown in 

Appendix A. The remaining 104 bundles have been investigated structurally as well as 

functionally. These bundles, along with their frequencies, are mentioned in the table below. 

Table 4  

List of LBs with frequencies after manual filtration 

Rank Frequency Lexical Bundle Rank Frequency Lexical Bundle 

1 14 a large number of  64 24 some people think 

that 

2 28 a lot of people 65 17 some people believe 

that 
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3 26 a number for each  66 16 the advantages and 

disadvantages 

4 13 a result of the 67 21 the beginning of the 

   68 17 the best way to 

5 24 a wide range of  69 39 the claims of the 

6 10 a wide variety of  70 13 the end of each                                                                          

7 28 about the following 

topic  

71 55 the end of the 

8 20 agree or disagree 

with  

72 43 the information is 

given in 

 

9 51 agree with the 

information 

73 16 the list of headings 

10 29 agrees with the 

information 

74 17 the number of people 

11 10 all over the world  75 32 the passage for each 

12 12 an example of a  76 32 the rest of the 

13 19 any letter more than  77 44 the statement agrees 

with 

14 10 are a number of  78 13 the top of the 

 71 are based on reading  79 20 the writer thinks 

about 
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16 21 are going to say 80 10 there are a number 

17 20 are more likely to 81 31 there is no 

information 

18 29 as a result of 82 12 there has been a 

19 15 as well as the 83 10 there is no doubt 

20 18 at the beginning of  84 16 to talk about the 

21 65 at the end of 85 13 using no more than 

22  28 at the same time 86 13 what do you think 

23 25 at the university of  87 30 what extent do you 

24 13 by the end of 88 20 what the writer 

thinks 

25 23 Complete the 

sentence below 

89 19 what you are going 

26 26 complete the table 

below 

90 14 why do you think 

27 42 complete the notes 

below 

91 80 which are based on 

28 42 do you agree or 92 14 which paragraph 

contains the 

29 38 do you think it 93 14 will have to talk 

30 18 from the list of 94 43 with the information 

given 



39 
 

 

  

31 30 from the passage of 95 10 would you like to 

32 21 give your own 

opinion 

96 50 you agree or disagree 

32 21 give your own 

opinion 

97 23 you are going to 

33 34 given in  reading 

passage 

98 14 You can make some 

34 17 have one minute to 99 24 you may use any 

35 11 how do you think 100 135 you should spend 

about 

36 19 if you want to 101 10 you think it is 

37 15 in addition to the 102 27 you will have to 

38 16 in the form of 103 19 You will need to 

39 10 in the last year 104 20 may use any letter 

40 13 in the middle of    

41 12 in the number of    

42 11 in the same way    

43 19 is impossible to say    

44 21 is one of the    

45 20 it is important to    

46 24 it is impossible to    
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47 16 list of heading below    

48 15 look at the following    

49 46 more than three 

words 

   

50 38 more than two 

words 

   

51 46 no more than three    

52 43 no more than two    

53 13 of the university of    

54 51 on reading passage 

below 

   

55 16 on reading passage 

on 

   

56 19 on the one hand    

57 59 on the other hand    

 12     

58 321 on your answer 

sheet 

   

59 14 one minute to think    

60 30 one of the most    
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61 14 paragraph contains 

the following 

   

62 25 parts of the world    

63 12 should be able to    

 

Table 4.5 provides the overall lexical bundles existing in the IELTS books. As can 

be seen in Table 4.5, 104 lexical bundles occur in the selected books. These bundles have 

distinctive structures and particular discourse functions. The frequency of these bundles is 

also provided in the table. Some bundles are more frequent in the data, but some bundles 

are less frequent. Many of these bundles can also be found in Biber et al.'s (2004) work on 

lexical bundles, which has been used as a theoretical foundation for this study. Cortes 

(2004) also found some similar bundles. Moreover, Hyland (2008) has many bundles that 

are similar to this study. Similarly, Biber (2006) also has some bundles similar to the list 

above. All the bundles shown in the table have unique roles to play. They help to establish 

coherence and cohesion in the text. Each structural category is given in detail below.         

4.5 Structures of Lexical Bundles in IELTS Textbooks 

After developing the list of Lexical Bundles by AntConc 3.5.9 w, manual filtration 

has been done. With the help of manual filtration, some bundles have been eliminated. The 

remaining 104 bundles have been analyzed structurally and functionally. The bundles and 

their frequencies are shown in Table 5.  
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Table 5  

Lexical bundles that incorporate verb fragments 

Structures Examples 

(connector +) Ist/Second person pronoun 

+ VP fragment 

you are going to 

you can make some 

you may use any 

you will have to 

you will need to 

you should spend about 

you agree or disagree 

you think it is 

(connector +) 3rd person pronoun + VP 

fragment 

 

Discourse marker + VP fragment   



43 
 

 

  

Verb phrase ( with a non-passive verb) are going to say 

is impossible to say 

is one of the 

look at the following 

agree or disagree with 

agree with the information 

agrees with the information 

have to talk about 

given in reading passage 

give your own opinion 

complete the sentence below 

complete the table below 

complete the notes below 

have one minute to 

will have to talk 

may use any letter 

 

Verb phrase with a passive verb  are based on reading  

 

Yes-no question fragments  do you agree or 

do you think it 

would you like to 

Wh-question fragments  how do you think  
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what do you think 

what extent do you 

what the writer thinks 

what you are going 

why do you think 

 

Table 6 categorizes various structures of lexical bundles identified in language 

pattern studies, grouped by structural configuration. These bundles are also present in Biber 

et al. (2004). Table 6 groups language pattern study lexical bundle structures by structural 

configuration. Biber et al. (2004) have these bundles. These bundles, "Connector + 

Ist/Second Person Pronoun + Verb Phrase (VP) Fragment" and "Connector + 3rd Person 

Pronoun + VP Fragment," use pronouns and connectors to form verb phrases. Other 

constructions include "Discourse Marker + VP Fragment," "Verb Phrase with non-passive 

verbs," and "Verb Phrase with passive verbs" to demonstrate active and passive voice. 

Questions are organized in discourse using "Yes-No Question Fragments" and "Wh-

Question Fragments," which are in the table. These categories show context-specific 

language patterns. 

Table 6  

Lexical bundles that incorporate dependent clause fragments  

Structures Examples 

1st/2nd person pronoun + dependent clause 

fragment 

 

Wh-clause fragments which are based on 

which paragraph contains the 

If-clause fragments  if it is impossible 
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if the statement agrees 

if the statement contradicts  

if there is no 

if you want to 

 

 

(verb/adjective +) to-clause fragment are more likely to 

to be able to 

That-clause fragments  

 

Structures of lexical bundles into structural groups are presented in table 7. It 

contains '1st/2nd person pronoun + dependent clause fragment', a dialogic or explanatory 

combination. 'Wh-clause fragments' like 'which are based on' or 'which paragraph contains 

the' and 'If-clause fragments' like 'if it is impossible' or 'if the assertion agrees' are 

conditional or interrogative. The '(verb/adjective +) to-clause fragment' category includes 

'are more likely to' and 'to be able to', signifying potential or ability. In addition, that-clause 

fragments are recorded but not shown, suggesting a similar structural trend. These 

structures are also present in Biber et al. (2004).    

Table 7 

Lexical bundles that incorporate noun phrase and prepositional phrase fragments  

Structures Examples 

connector +) A noun phrase with an of-

phrase fragment 

a large number of 

a lot of people 

a result of the 
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a wide range of 

a wide variety of 

the end of the 

the end of each 

the beginning of the 

an example of a 

by the end of 

parts of the world 

the claims of the 

the list of headings 

the rest of the 

the top of the 

list of headings below 

the number of people 

A noun phrase with other post-modifier 

fragment 

paragraph contains the following 

the information given in 

the passage for each 

the writer thinks about 

questions which are based 

the statement agrees with  

Other noun phrase expression  the advantages and disadvantages 

some people believe that 

some people think that 
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Prepositional phrase expression as a result of  

as well as the 

at the beginning of 

at the end of 

at the same time 

at the university of 

from the list of 

from the passage for 

in addition to the 

in the form of 

in the last year 

in the middle of 

in the number of 

in the same way 

of the university of 

on the one hand 

on the other hand  

on reading passage below 

on reading passage on 

on your answer sheet 

with the information given 

based on reading passage  

about the following topic 
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Comparative expression  more than three words 

more than two words 

no more than three 

no more than two 

using no more than  

letter more than once 

 

Lexical bundles of noun and prepositional phrase fragments are grouped by 

structural categories in table 8. 'A large number of' and 'the end of each' are examples of 

'connector + A noun phrase with an of-phrase fragment' in education. In instructive and 

informative texts, 'A noun phrase with another post-modifier fragment' includes structures 

like 'paragraph contains the following' and 'questions which are based'. Argumentative 

writing uses broad language like 'the advantages and disadvantages'. 'Prepositional phrase 

expression' comprises 'as a result of' and 'in the same way', expressing relationships or 

conditions. Finally, 'Comparative expression' contains quantifying statements like 'more 

than three words', often employed in directions or explanations. These categories detail key 

phrase forms in academic and formal communications. These structures can also be found 

in Biber et al. (2004).        

Table 8  

Adverbial/ Adjectival fragments 

Structure Example 

Adverbial fragments  all over the world  

 

Table 9 shows adverbial fragments, and the example is ‘all over the world’. It has 

been used as a referential expression. There is only 1 lexical bundle that is included in this 
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category as shown in the table. The bundle has been occurred 10 times and it has been 

present in 6 out of 10 text files in the corpus. 

 The table 10 shows anticipatory it and verb/adjective. And table 11 shows 

adjectival phrases. Similarly, table 12 shows the fragments of the phrase. Table 13 shows 

to phrase fragments. Table 14 shows capula be + noun phrase with an example. Table 15 

shows the determiner and preposition of the fragment. All these tables mentioned here are 

given below.        

Table 9 

Anticipatory it + V/Adj 

Structure Examples 

Anticipatory it + adj.  It is important to 

It is impossible to 

 

The 4-word lexical bundles that belong to the category of Anticipatory it+adj are 

shown in table 10. There are 2 lexical bundles that are included in this category as shown 

in the table. The bundle “it is important to” has been occurred 20 times and it has been 

present in 9 out of 10 text files in the corpus. Similarly, “it is impossible to” has been 

appeared 24 times in 8 different text files. The bundles have higher ranges as compared to 

other bundles in the corpus for the reason that they are in more text flies. 

Table 10 

Adjectival Phrase fragment 

Structure Examples 

Adjectival Phrase fragment one of the most 

the best way to 

one minute to think 
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The 4-word lexical bundle that belong to the category of Adjectival Phrase 

fragments is shown in table 11. There are 3 lexical bundles that are included in this category 

as shown in the table. The bundle “one of the most” has been occurred 8 times and it is 

present in 8 out of 10 text files in the corpus. Similarly, the bundle “the best way to” has 

been appeared 6 times with the range of 6 and “one minute to think” has occurred 14 times 

in 5 different text files of the corpus.  

Table 11  

There-phrase fragments 

Structure Examples 

There-phrase fragments there are a number 

there has been a 

there is no doubt 

there is no information 

there will be a  

 

The bundles of this category are shown in the table 12. The bundle “there are a 

number” has occurred 10 times in 6 different text files, the bundle “there has been a” has 

appeared with the same range and with the frequency of 12, “there is no doubt” has 

appeared 10 times with the range of 5 which is not a great range of bundle means that is 

the minimum range of a cluster to become a lexical bundle. Moreover, “there is no 

information” has higher frequency of 31 with the range of 7 and “there will be a” has 

appeared 11 times in 6 different text files.  
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Table 12  

To-phrase fragments 

Structure Examples 

To-phrase fragments to talk about the 

 

The 4-word lexical bundle that belong to the category of To-phrase fragments is 

shown in table 13. There is only 1 lexical bundle that is included in this category as shown 

in the table. The bundle has been occurred 16 times and it has been present in 7 out of 10 

text files in the corpus. 

Table 13 

Copula be + noun-phrase fragment 

Structure Example 

Copula be+ noun-phrase fragments are a number of 

 

The 4-word lexical bundle “are a number of” that belong to the category of Copula 

be + noun-phrase fragments is shown in table 14. There is only 1 lexical bundle that is 

included in this category as shown in the table. The bundle has been occurred 10 times in 

6 out of 10 text files. 

Table 14  

Determiner + Preposition of fragment 

Structure Example 

Determiner+ Preposition of fragment a number for each 
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The 4-word lexical bundle “a number for each” that belong to the category of 

Determiner + Preposition of fragment is shown in table 15. There is only 1 lexical bundle 

that is included in this category as shown in the table. The bundle has been occurred 26 

times in 6 out of 10 text files. 

Table 15  

Passive + prepositional-phrase fragment 

Structure Example 

Passive + prepositional fragment should be able to 

 

The table shows that there are only 1 lexical bundle that falls in this category. The 

maximum occurrence of a lexical bundle in this category is 12 times in the corpus. In this 

category the occurrence is not very high, the bundle is present across 6 text files in the 

corpus.  

In summation, the bundles which are enlisted above with their frequency and range 

show that the bundles have appeared frequently in the text files. The analysis added certain 

structures that were absent from the structural categories of LBs proposed by Biber et al, 

(2004) but frequently available in IELTS textbooks. 

4.6 Discussion of Findings   

Since the main concern of this research is lexical bundles, 104 LBs have been identified 

and structurally analyzed in the section above. The theoretical framework by Biber et al. 

(2004) has been used to analyze structural and functional categorization. Various structural 

categories are missing in the textbooks; however, they are present in Biber et al. (2004) 

such as Discourse marker+ VP fragment, 1st and 2nd pronoun+ dependent clause fragment 

and That-clause fragments etc. On the other side, the data containing the corpus of IELTS 

textbooks added some new structural categories constructed by Biber et al. (2004) such as 

adverbial fragments, anticipatory it+ V/Adj, Adjectival phrase fragments, there-phrase 
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fragments to-phrase fragments, etc. The three dominant structural categories of IELTS 

textbooks are as under: 

1) A noun phrase with an of-phrase fragment 

2) Prepositional phrase expression 

3) Verb phrases with non-passive verb                 

 Table 16 

Missing structures, a category that includes Verb fragments          

(connector +) 3rd person pronoun + VP 

fragment 

That’s is one of the, it’s going to be  

Discourse marker + VP fragment  I mean you know, you know it was 

 

Table 17  

Missing structures, a category that includes dependent clause fragments         

1st/2nd person pronoun + dependent clause 

fragment 

I don’t know if 

That-clause fragments  that they want to 

 

Some of the bundles were missing from data when lexical bundles were placed into 

Biber et al. (2004) structural categories, but all other structures were present. However, the 

data analysis added certain structures that were absent from the structural categories of LBs 

proposed by Biber et al. (2004) but frequently available in IELTS textbooks. Examples of 

such bundles are provided in tables (table 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16) to support the 

discussion of new structural contribution. The structures that are missing in textbooks but 

exist in Biber et al. (2004) structural taxonomies have been mentioned in tables 17 and 18.  
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4.7 Discourse Functions of Lexical Bundles 

After the manual filtration, the list of lexical bundles is obtained and analyzed 

functionally. Each bundle has undergone a functional analysis. Moreover, by using 

AntConc 3.5.9 w 2020, examples from IELTS books have been taken, and concordance 

lines of LBs have been displayed with the help of screenshots. The analysis of each LB is 

provided below.  

Lexical Bundle # 1. a large number of  

In 6 books of IELTS, this bundle has been used for quantity specification: to 

quantify the objects. This specific function has been mentioned in Biber et al. (2004) under 

the category of referential expressions and sub-categories of specification of attributes. The 

examples given below have been taken from IELTS books. Moreover, figure 2 displays a 

few instances with the help of a screenshot.  

 In several large cities, a large number of people end up living in the suburbs. 

(Master IELTS Writing) 

 Food products not only contain a large number of unhealthy chemicals and other 

additives. (IELTS Essential by RW) 

Figure 2  

Screenshot of LB a large number of 
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Lexical Bundle # 2. a lot of people  

A bundle has been used in 5 different textbooks by different authors. It has been 

used for quantity specification: to quantify the objects. The particular function has been 

mentioned in the model under the classification of referential expression. The examples 

given below have been taken from IELTS books, and figure 3 displays the occurrences of 

a lot of people. 

 “A lot of people walk for their health.” (Barron’s the Leader)  

 “A lot of people have benefited from the recent boom in the electrical 

industry.” (IELTS Essentials by RW)   

Figure 3 

 Screenshot of LB a lot of people  

 

Lexical Bundle # 3. a number for each 

The bundle has appeared in 6 different IELTS textbooks. This bundle also falls under 

the category of referential expressions and is used for the specification of quantity; this 

function is given by Bible et al. (2004). The examples of bundles are in the following 

excerpts. Figure 4 displays the occurrences from different books.  

 Write no more than two words AND/OR, a number for each answer. (Barron’s the 

Leader) 

 Write one word AND/OR a number for each answer. (IELTS Cambridge 17) 
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Figure 4  

Screenshot of LB a number for each 

 

 

Lexical Bundle # 4. a result of the  

The lexical bundle has been used for intangible framing attributes in six different 

IELTS books. Intangible framing attributes are also enlisted in Biber et al. (2004) under 

the classification of referential expression. The examples given below are taken from the 

international English language testing services book; furthermore, figure 5 shows a few 

occurrences of the particular bundle. 

 This was a result of the direct orders from the general manager to reduce staff by 

that amount. (Cambridge IELTS 3) 

 It is likely that such substitutions were a result of the great social changes of the 

period. (IELTS Reading Recent Actual Test) 

Figure 5 

Screenshot of LB a result of the 
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Lexical Bundle # 5. A wide range of 

This research-oriented bundle has been used for quantification under the category of 

referential expression. The function is mentioned in Biber et al. (2004). The range of the 

bundle is 8. The examples related to bundles are taken from the corpus; moreover, figure 

6 shows a few occurrences of particular bundles. 

 Learn how to apply a wide range of tools in your responses. (IELTS Reading Recent 

Actual Test) 

 There is a wide range of vocabulary during the given period with accurate spelling. 

(Cambridge IELTS 17) 

Figure 6  

Screenshot of LB a wide range of 

 

Lexical Bundle # 6. A wide variety of  

This research-oriented bundle has been used for quantification under the category of 

referential expression. The function is mentioned in Biber et al. (2004). It has appeared in 

5 different textbooks. The examples given below have been taken from IELTS books, and 

figure 7 displays the occurrences of a wide variety of them.  

    Pollination problems have involved a wide variety of methods to reproduce 

themselves. (Barron’s the Leader)  

 Sometimes by museum staff working on journal anthropological projects in 

collaboration with a wide variety of national governments and other institutions. 

(Cambridge IELTS 3) 
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Figure 7  

Screenshot of LB a wide variety of 

 

Lexical Bundle # 7. about the following topic 

This particular bundle has been used for text reference/text deixis. Biber et al. (2004) 

have listed this bundle under the classification of referential expression/time/place/text 

reference. The bundle has appeared in the corpus with the range of 7. The examples are 

taken from the textbook moreover, figure 8 displays the occurrences of the bundle about 

the following topic. 

 Write about the following topic. (IELTS Essential)  

 Write about the following topic. (Barron’s the Leader) 

Figure 8  

Screenshot of LB about the following topic 
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Lexical Bundle # 8,9,10,11 agree or disagree with, agree with the information, agrees 

with the information, you agree or disagree   

These lexical bundles have been used to agree on different IELTS books. Biber et al. 

(2004) do not identify the function. This is an addition to functional taxonomies of lexical 

bundles. Moreover, it can be added to the category of stance expression. These 4 bundles 

appeared to have the same range of 7. The examples given below are taken from different 

textbooks; moreover, figures 9-12 display the occurrences of these bundles.  

 Sometimes it would be inappropriate to say that you partly agree or disagree with 

the topic. (The Complete Solution by ANH TOAN) 

 True if the statement agrees with the information. (Barron’s the Leader) 

Figure 9 

 Screenshot of LB agree or disagree with 

 

Figure 10 

 Screenshot of LB agree with the information 
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Figure 11  

Screenshot of LB agree with the information 

 

Figure 12  

Screenshot of LB you agree or disagree 

 

Lexical Bundle #12 all over the world 

This bundle has been used for place reference, and it comes under referential expression. 

It appeared in 6 different text files, and Biber et al. identified the same function in 

referential expression. The examples given below are taken from different textbooks; 

moreover, figure 13 displays the occurrences all over the world. 

 We are opposing with the same market all over the world. (IELTS Reading Recent 

Actual Test) 

 Digital natives have grown up being able to communicate with people from all over 

the world through direct messages, photographs, voice chat, and video. (Master 

IELTS Writing Band)  
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Figure 13 

Screenshot of LB all over the world 

 

Lexical Bundle #13 an example of a 

This bundle is used for topic clarification/elaboration. The bundle has been used in 5 

different text files of the corpus. This particular function has been identified by Biber et al. 

(2004), who have mentioned it under the classification of discourse organizers. The 

examples of the bundle are as follows in figure 14, which displays the instances of the 

bundle an example of a.  

 This model has been arranged by an examiner as an example of a very good answer. 

(Cambridge IELTS 3) 

 John Nicholson is an example of a person whose idea established his reputation as 

an    influential science test. (Cambridge IELTS 17) 

Figure 14 

 Screenshot of LB an example of a 
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Lexical Bundle #14 any letter more than 

The bundle has appeared 19 times, with a range of 7, and it has been used for 

comparative purposes. Biber and his colleagues have not mentioned this function. This is 

a new contribution to the functional taxonomies of LB they presented. The examples given 

below are taken from different textbooks; moreover, figure 15 displays the occurrences of 

any letter more than.  

 You may use any letter more than once. (Barron’s the Leader) 

 NB you may use any letter more than once. (Cambridge IELTS 3) 

Figure 15 

Screenshot of LB any letter more than 

 

Lexical Bundle#15 are a number of 

The bundle is used for tangible framing attributes. Biber et al. have identified it in the 

category of referential expressions. The bundle has appeared in 6 different text files. The 

examples given below are taken from different textbooks; moreover, figure 16 displays the 

occurrences of the bundle. 

 There are a number of events specially for children. (Barron’s the Leader) 

 There are a number of points you should bear in mind. (IELTS Cambridge17)  
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Figure 16  

Screenshot of LB are a number of 

 

Lexical Bundle#16 are based on reading  

This bundle has been used for text reference under the category of referential 

expression. It has been appeared 71 times in 7 different text files. The function is enlisted 

by Biber et al. in referential expression/text reference. The examples given below are taken 

from different text files; moreover, figure 17 displays the few instances of the bundle. 

 Which are based on reading passage three on the following page. (IELTS Reading 

Recent Actual Test)  

Figure 17 

Screenshot of LB are based on reading 

 

Lexical Bundle # 17 are going to say 

This bundle has been used in the range of 7. This particular function has been 

recognized by Biber et al. They have mentioned it in terms of stance expression, modality, 
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attitudinal stance, ability, and impersonality. The examples of bundles are in the following 

excerpts.  figure 18 displays examples of bundles from different books.  

 You have one minute to think about what you are going to say.  (IELTS Cambridge 

17)  

 Take one minute to plan what you are going to say in your answer. (Master IELTS 

Writing Band) 

Figure 18  

Screenshot of LB are going to say 

 

Lexical Bundle#18 are more likely to 

This bundle has been appeared in 7 different books. It has been used for Impersonal 

epistemic stance under the category of stance expressions. The bundle is mentioned by 

Biber et al.(2004). The examples of this bundle are given below, and figure 19 displays the 

examples of bundles from different books.  

 Those who go straight to university after high school are more likely to have a 

permanent job early. (The Complete Solution by ANH TOAN)  

 Study shows that males are more likely to be addicted to TV than females. (Reading 

Recent Actual Test)  
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Figure 19  

Screenshot of LB are more likely to 

 

Lexical Bundle#19 as a result of  

The bundle has appeared in 9 different text files. It has been used for causative (cause 

and effect) purposes, but it has not been mentioned by Biber et al.  This is a new 

contribution to the functional taxonomies of the lexical bundle they presented. 

Furthermore, it falls under the umbrella of discourse organizers. The examples of this 

bundle are drawn from textbooks, and figure 20 displays the examples of bundles from 

different books.  

 35 factory owners as well as worker died as a result of Luddite rioting. (Barron’s 

the Leader) 

 Education cannot be well developed as a result of frequent drought, famines and 

disease spreading. (Cambridge IELTS 3) 

Figure 20  

Screenshot of LB as a result of 

 



66 
 

 

  

Lexical Bundle#20 as well as the 

This bundle is used for topic elaboration /clarification under the category of discourse 

organizers. Biber et al. have listed the classification. The bundle has appeared in 6 different 

text files. The examples of this bundle are drawn from textbooks, and figure 21 displays 

instances from different text files.  

 Additionally, people can donate money to organizations that are in charge of the 

maintenance as well as the conversation of the natural setting. (The complete 

solution by ANH TOAN ) 

 The two maps list illustrate the Norbiton area in the present days, as well as the 

planned development. (IELTS Cambridge 17) 

Figure 21  

Screenshot of LB as well as the 

  

Lexical Bundle#21 at the beginning of 

The bundle has been used for text reference, time reference, and thing reference. Such 

bundles have more than one function.  It has been used for text reference in Barron’s the 

Leader. The bundle has appeared in 5 different text files. The following examples of this 

bundle are drawn from textbooks, and figure 22 displays instances from different text files. 

 Start at the beginning of the test and work through it. (Barron’s the Leader) 

 The disappointing result of many conventional road transport project in Africa LED 

some expert to rethink the strategy by which was tackled at the beginning of the 

1980s. (IELTS Cambridge 7)  
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 At the beginning of the war thousands of people fled over the border of the next 

country (IELTS Essential by RW) 

Figure 22  

Screenshot of LB at the beginning of 

 

Lexical Bundle#22 at the end of  

This bundle has been used for multifunctional references, including time, place, and 

text references, as it performs multi-functions. Biber et al. identified the bundle in their 

functional taxonomies. It has been appeared in 9 different text files. The following 

examples of the bundle are drawn from textbooks, and figure 23 displays instances from 

the corpus. 

 You can check your answers at the end of each section or at the end of all four 

sections.  (Barron’s the Leader) 

 At the end of each week, add up your hours. (Barron’s the Leader) 

 I acquire a certificate at the end of it. (Cambridge IELTS 3)  
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Figure 23  

Screenshot of LB at the end of 

 

Lexical Bundle#23 at the same time 

The bundle has been used for time reference. Biber et al. also identified it with the same 

function, and it falls under the category of referential expressions. This bundle has appeared 

in 7 different text files. The following examples of bundles are taken from textbooks, and 

Figure 24 displays the occurrences of the bundle from the text files.  

 At the same time, however, they are associated with sacred caves and the ancestors, 

so they can be viewed as beings between words which makes them very significant 

in the culture of the people. (IELTS Cambridge 17) 

Figure 24  

Screenshot of LB at the same time 
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Lexical Bundle#24 at the university of 

The bundle has been used for place reference. It comes under the category of referential 

expression. Biber has identified the bundle in functional taxonomies. It has been appeared 

in 7 different text files. The following examples of this bundle are taken from textbooks 

and Figure 25 displays the occurrences of the bundle from the text files.  

 A more recent study by researchers at the university of California at San Francisco 

(UCSF) has shown that second hand cigarette smoke does more harm to non-

smokers than to smokers. (Cambridge IELTS 3) 

Figure 25  

Screenshot of LB at the university of 

 

Lexical Bundle#25 by the end of 

The bundle has been used for time reference under the category of referential 

expression.  The bundle has appeared in 6 different text files. The following examples of 

this bundle are drawn from textbooks, and figure 26 displays instances from different text 

files. 

 By the end of the metropolitan ‘s first year of operation, 9.5 million journeys had 

been made.  (IELTS Cambridge 17) 

 The situation was very different by the end of the 19th century in Britain. (IELTS 

Reading Recent Actual Test)  
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Figure 26 

Screenshot of LB by the end of 

 

Lexical Bundle#26 do you agree or 

The bundle is used for personal desire as a modality/attitudinal stance in 6 different 

books of IELTs. Biber et al. have identified the bundle under the classification of stance 

expression/ modality/attitudinal stance/desire/personal. The following examples of this 

bundle are taken from different text files, and figure 27 displays the bundle's occurrences 

from different text files.  

 To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement? (Barron’s the Leader) 

 Do you agree or disagree with this opinion? (The Complete Solution by ANH 

TOAN) 

Figure 27  

Screenshot of LB do you agree or 
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Lexical Bundle# 27 do you think it 

The bundle is used for personal desire as a modality/attitudinal stance in 7 different 

books of IELTs. Biber at el. (2004) identified the bundle, and they have mentioned it under 

the classification of staff expression/ modality/attitudinal stance/desire/personal. The 

following examples of this bundle are taken from different text files, and figure 28 displays 

the occurrences of the bundle from different text files.  

 How beneficial do you think it is to group student according to their level of ability? 

(IELTS Cambridge 3) 

 How important do you think it is for museums and art galleries to be free to enter? 

(IELTS Essential by RW) 

Figure 28  

Screenshot of LB do you think it 

 

Lexical Bundle #28,29,30 Complete the sentences below, Complete the table 

below, Complete the notes below 

These three bundles are almost the same in terms of their functions. These LBs are used 

to give directions or instructions; in other words, the function is imperative. It can be 

mentioned under the category of discourse organizers. The function is not identified by 

Biber et al. (2004), so this is a new addition to functional taxonomies. LB 28 has appeared 

with the range of 7, and LBs 29,30 have appeared with the range of 6.  
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 Complete the sentences below with no more than three words from the passage. 

(IELTS Reading Recent Actual Test) 

 Questions 9-13 complete the table below. (IELTS Cambridge 3) 

 Questions 31-33 complete the table below. (Barron’s the Leader) 

Figure 29  

Screenshot of LB complete the sentences below 

 

Figure 30  

Screenshot of LB complete the table below 

 

Figure 31  

Screenshot of LB complete the notes below 
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Lexical Bundle#31 from the list of 

This bundle has been used for tangible framing attributes in 5 different books. The 

function is enlisted by Biber et al. (2004), and it falls under the category of referential 

expressions. The examples of relevant this bundle are given below, with screenshots of 

instances from the text files.  

 Choose the correct headings for section A-F from the list of headings below. (IELTS 

Cambridge 7)    

 Choose the correct heading for each paragraph from the list of headings below. 

(IELTS Cambridge 10)  

Figure 32  

Screenshot of LB from the list of 

 

Lexical Bundle #32 from the passage for 

This bundle has been used for tangible framing attributes in 6 different books. The 

function is enlisted by Biber et al. (2004), and it falls in referential expressions. The 

examples of relevant this bundle are given below with the screenshot 33 of instances from 

the text files.  

 No more than three words from the passage for each answer. (Barron’s the Leader) 

 Choose one word from the passage for each answer. (IELTS Cambridge 17) 
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Figure 33  

Screenshot of LB from the passage of 

 

Lexical Bundle#33 Give your own opinion 

The bundle has been used for imperative purposes. The books are full of activities, so 

there are instructional bundles as well. Biber does not enlist this function. So, this is a new 

addition to functional taxonomies. The bundle has been used in 7 different text files. The 

examples of relevant this bundle are given below with screenshot 34, which contains the 

instances of bundles from the text files.  

 Discuss both these views and give your own opinion. (IELTS Cambridge 10) 

 Discuss both views and give your own opinion. (IELTS Master Writing Band)  

Figure 34 

 Screenshot of LB give your own opinion 
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Lexical Bundle#34 Given in reading passage 

This bundle has been used for text reference/text deixis. Biber et al. mentioned it under 

referential expression/text reference. The examples of this relevant bundle are given below. 

 Do the following statements agree with the information given in reading passage 

2? (IELTS Reading Recent Actual Test) 

Figure 35  

Screenshot of LB given in reading passage 

 

Lexical Bundle#35 have one minute to 

The analysis of concordance lines showed that it has been used in 6 different text files. 

This function specifies the quantity, and it is mentioned in the functional categories 

presented by Biber et al. (2004). They have mentioned it under referential expressions. The 

examples are taken from the text files. Moreover, figure 36 displays the occurrences of a 

particular bundle.  

 You have one minute to think about what you are going to say. (Cambridge 10)  
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Figure 36 

Screenshot of LB have one minute to 

 

Lexical Bundle#36 how do you think 

The bundle has been used in 5 different text files, and the concordance lines showed 

that it has been used for investigating/inquiring. The bundle is identified by Biber et al. 

(2004) under special conversational functions/simple inquiry. The examples are taken from 

the text files. Moreover, figure 37 displays the instances of the respective bundle.  

 Discuss both views and how do you think about it. (The complete solution by ANH 

TOAN) 

 How do you think the Internet will affect buying patterns in the future? (Cambridge 

3)   

Figure 37  

Screenshot of LB how do you think 
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Lexical Bundle#37 if you want to 

The bundle is used for expressing desire as an attitudinal/modality stance in 5 different 

text files. Biber and his colleagues (2004) identified it under the category of stance 

expression/modality/desire/personal. The examples are taken from the text files. 

Furthermore, figure 38 displays the occurrences of the particular bundle from the text files.  

 There are templates available if you want to create a website yourself. (Baron’s 

IELTS)  

 Focus on the topic and task 2 in the writing exam is essential if you want to get a 

higher score. (Master IELTS Writing Band)  

Figure 38 

Screenshot of LB if you want to 

 

Lexical Bundle#38 in addition to the 

The bundle is used to elaborate on or clarify the topic. So, it has been used in 7 different 

text files. In the category of discourse organizers, Biber et al. (2004) recognized and 

included this function in their functional taxonomies. The examples are taken from 

different text files. Moreover, figure 39 displays the occurrences of the particular bundle. 

 In addition to the influence of social media, unprecedented situations extended 

periods effectively. (Master IELTS writing band)  

 In addition to the improvement of roads. (Cambridge 7)   
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Figure 39  

Screenshot of LB in addition to the 

 

Lexical Bundle#39 in the form of 

‘In the form of’ has been used for tangible framing attributes. It has been appeared in 

7 different text files. Under the category of referential expression, Biber et al. (2004) have 

enlisted this bundle.  The examples are taken from different text files. Furthermore, figure 

40 displays the instances of the respective bundle. 

 These clues are usually in the form of one or two words. (IELTS Essentials by RW)  

 In addition to the score of overall language ability IELTS provides a score, in the 

form of a profile, for each of the four skills. (Cambridge 3)  

Figure 40  

Screenshot of LB in the form of 

 

Lexical Bundle#40 in the last year 

This bundle is used for time reference in 6 different text files. Biber et al. (2004) 

mentioned that the bundle had the same function. This function (time reference) is included 
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in the list of referential expressions. The following examples are taken from the different 

text files. Moreover, figure 41 displays the occurrences of the respective bundle.  

 It also provides us with an accurate illustration of advances we have made in the 

last 20 years. (IELTS Essentials by RW)   

 In the last 14 years, the National Long-Term Healthcare Survey has gathered data 

on the health and lifestyle. (Cambridge 6) 

Figure 41 

Screenshot of LB in the last year 

 

Lexical Bundle#41 in the middle of  

The bundle is a referential expression that refers to more than one function. In other 

words, it is multifunctional. It has been used for time/thing and place references. The 

function is identified by Biber et al. (2004) and enlisted under the classification of 

referential expressions. It has been appeared in 6 different text files. The examples of 

different functions are given below, with screenshots of instances from text files.  

 In the middle of a garden is a ______. (Barron’s IELTS) 

 However, the unemployment rate in the United States began declining slowly in 

March 1993, and reached 5% mark in the middle of 1996. (Cambridge 3) 

 

 

 

 



80 
 

 

  

Figure 42 

 Screenshot of LB in the middle of 

 

Lexical Bundle#42 in the number of 

In 5 different text files, this bundle has been utilized for quantity specification or to 

quantify things. This particular bundle is mentioned in Biber et al. (2004). It falls under 

referential expression/specification of attributes/quantity specification. The examples of 

different functions are given below, along with screenshots of instances from the text file.   

 Because a decrease in the number of daylight hours is significant contributor, 

geographic location is an important factor in the incident of the disorder. (Barron’s 

IELTS) 

 It is believed to have been caused by a sudden increase in the number of rats 

breeding in the sewers.  (IELTS Essentials by RW)  

Figure 43  

Screenshot of LB in the number of 
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Lexical Bundle#43 in the same way 

The bundle is used for topic introduction/focus under discourse organization. It has 

been used in 5 different text files. The purpose, according to Biber et al., is to introduce 

and explain the topic in particular discourse. The following examples are taken from 

different text files. Furthermore, figure 44 displays the instances of the respective bundle. 

 In the same way, random, arbitrary, or accidental mutation of ideas may help pave 

the way for advances in science. (Cambridge 17) 

 The actual value of the natural pearl dress is determined in the same way as it would 

be for other ‘precious’ gems. (IELTS Reading Recent Actual test)  

Figure 44  

Screenshot of LB in the same way 

 

Lexical Bundle#44,45 is impossible to say, it is impossible to 

The bundles have been used for stance expression under the subcategory of 

modality/attitudinal stance. They’re further anatomized into ability/impersonal. The bundle 

‘is impossible to say’ has appeared in 6 different text files, and the bundle ‘it is impossible 

to’ has been used in 8 different text files. The following examples are taken from different 

text files. Moreover, figures 45 and 46 show the instances of the bundle. 

 if it is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this. (Cambridge 17)   

 It is impossible to learn the sequence of events that led to our development of the 

concept of numbers. (Cambridge 6)   

 



82 
 

 

  

Figure 45  

Screenshot of LB is impossible to say 

 

Figure 46 

Screenshot of LB it is impossible to  

 

Lexical Bundle#46 it is important to 

The bundle has been used for stance expression under the subcategory of 

modality/attitudinal stance/obligation/directive/impersonal. It has been appeared in 9 

different text files. The examples are from the corpus, and figure 47 shows the occurrences 

of the particular bundle. 
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Figure 47 

Screenshot of LB it is important to 

 

Lexical Bundle#47 is one of the 

 The bundle has been used in 7 different books and been used for identification/focus. 

This function has also been mentioned in Biber et al. (2004) under referential expression. 

The following examples are taken from different text files, and figure 48 shows the 

instances of the particular bundle.  

 The Great Barrier Reef is one of the best places to observe it. (Barron’s IELTS) 

 The Climatic Research University (CRU) of the University of East Anglia in 

Norwich, is one of the world leading institutions. (IELTS Reading Recent Actual 

Test)  

Figure 48  

Screenshot of LB is one of the 
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Lexical Bundle#48 list of heading below 

The function of this particular bundle is text deixis/text reference. It has been appeared 

in 5 different text files. The bundle is also identified by Biber et al. (2004) under referential 

expression. The following examples are taken from different text files, and figure 49 

displays the occurrences of a particular bundle. 

 Choose the most suitable heading for each section from the list of headings below. 

(Cambridge 3)  

 Choose the correct heading for each paragraph from the list of headings below. 

(IELTS Reading Recent Actual Test)  

Figure 49 

Screenshot of LB list of heading below 

 

Lexical Bundle#49 look at the following  

The function of this bundle is identification/focus. This particular bundle has been 

identified by Biber et al. (2004) under referential expressions. The bundle has been used in 

7 different text files. The following examples are taken from different text files, and figure 

50 displays the instances of a particular bundle.  

 Look at the following sentences and decide if they are true or false. (IELTS 

Essentials by RW)  

 Look at the following statements and the list of people below. (Cambridge 10)  
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Figure 50  

Screenshot of LB look at the following 

 

Lexical Bundle 50-54 more than three words, more than two words, no more 

than three, on more than two, using no more than 

These bundles are used for comparison as discourse organizers in Biber et al. (2004); 

this function is not mentioned, so this is a new contribution to the functional taxonomies 

of the lexical bundle they presented. The study of concordance lines has shown that the 

bundles have been used for comparative purposes.  The following examples are taken from 

different text files, and figures 51-55 show the occurrences of these bundles.  

 Write no more than three words for each answer. (Cambridge 7)  

 For example, if a question specifies an answer using no more than three words and 

the correct answer is… (Cambridge 10) 

Figure 51  

Screenshot of LB more than three words 
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Figure 52 

Screenshot of LB more than two words 

 

Figure 53  

Screenshot of LB no more than three 

 

Figure 54  

Screenshot of LB no more than two 
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Figure 55  

Screenshot of LB using no more than 

 

Lexical Bundle#55 of the university of 

The bundle has been used to refer to places in 5 different text files. Biber et al. (2004) 

 Enlisted this function (place reference). They have included it in the list of referential 

expressions. The following examples are taken from different text files, and figure 56 

shows the instances of the particular bundle. 

 IELTS is a registered trademark of the University of Cambridge ESOL. (Master 

IELTS Writing Band) 

 IELTS is owned by three partners, Cambridge English language assessment, part 

of the University of Cambridge, the British Council and IDP education PTY limited. 

(Cambridge 10) 

Figure 56  

Screenshot of LB of the university of 
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Lexical Bundle# 56, 57 on reading passage below, on reading passage on 

The functions of these particular bundles are text deixis/text reference. On reading 

passage below has appeared in 7 different text files, and on reading passage on has 

appeared in 5 different text files. The function is also identified by Biber et al. (2004) under 

referential expression. The following examples are taken from different text files, and 

figures 57 and 58 display the occurrences of a particular bundle. 

 You should spend about 20 minutes on questions 1 to 14 which are based on 

reading passage below. (IELTS Reading Recent Actual Test)  

Figure 57  

Screenshot of LB on reading passage below 

 

Figure 58 

Screenshot of LB on reading passage on 
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Lexical Bundle#58,59 on the one hand, on the other hand 

Both bundles have been employed as discourse organizers for the elaboration of topics. 

The function has been recognized by Biber et al. (2004). ‘On the one hand’ has appeared 

in 5 different texts and recurred 19 times. Similarly, ‘on the other hand’ has been recurred 

59 times in 9 different text files. The examples of both bundles are given below with 

screenshots of instances from different text files.   

 On the one hand, healthcare is of significant essence for the well-being of people 

in the country as a whole. (The Complete Solution by ANH TOAN) 

 On the other hand, by the time someone is old enough to start thinking about 

college and preparing for a profession, he or she is no longer really a child. 

(Barron’s IELTS) 

Figure 59  

Screenshot of LB on the one hand 

 

Figure 60 

 Screenshot of LB on the other hand 
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Lexical Bundle#60 on your answer sheet 

The bundle has been used to place expressions in 7 different text files. It has been 

recurred 321 times in the corpus. Biber et al. enlisted this function (place reference). They 

have included it in the list of referential expressions. The following examples are taken 

from different text files, and figure 61 shows the instances of the particular bundle. 

 Choose the correct event from the box below and write the correct letter on lines 

20/X9723 on your answer sheet. (Barron’s IELTS super pack) 

 Write your answer in boxes 12 and 13 on your answer sheet. (Cambridge 6)   

Figure 61  

Screenshot of LB on your answer sheet 

 

Lexical Bundle#61 one minute to think 

The bundle has been employed as a time reference in 5 different text files. Biber et al. 

have enlisted the same function. This function (time reference) is included in the list of 

referential expressions. The function of the bundle is further illustrated by examples below. 

Moreover, figure 62 displays the instances of a particular bundle.  

 You have one minute to think about what you’re going to say. (Cambridge 10)  
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Figure 62 

Screenshot of LB one minute to think 

 

Lexical Bundle#62 one of the most 

The bundle has been used for identification/focus under referential expression. It has 

been appeared 30 times in 8 different books. Biber et al. have identified the same bundle 

with the same function. The following examples are taken from different text files. 

Moreover, figure 63 displays the instances of the bundle.  

 One of the most beloved characters from the penny blood serials was Sweeney 

Todd. (Barron’s IELTS super pack) 

 One of the most famous works of art in the world is Leonardo da Vinci ‘s Mona 

Lisa. (Cambridge 10) 

Figure 63 

Screenshot of LB one of the most 
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Lexical Bundle#63 paragraph contains the following 

The concordance lines showed that it had been used for investigating/inquiring. The 

bundle is identified by Biber et al. (2004) under special conversational functions/simple 

inquiry. It has been appeared in 6 different text files. The following examples are taken 

from different text files, and figure 64 displays the occurrences of a particular bundle. 

 Which paragraph contains the following information? (IELTS Reading Recent 

Actual Test)  

Figure 64 

Screenshot of LB paragraph contains the following 

 

Lexical Bundle#64 parts of the world 

The bundle has been used to refer to places in 7 different text files. Biber et al. (2004) 

enlisted this function (place reference). They have included it in the list of referential 

expressions. The following examples are taken from different text files, and figure 65 

shows the instances of the particular bundle. 

 I think the module that really impressed me was the animal disease one, when we 

look at domesticated animals in different parts of the world like camel and water 

buffalo and alpaca. (Cambridge 17) 

 Nowadays, people eat food from different parts of the world, not only local food. 

(Master IELTS writing band)  
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Figure 65  

Screenshot of LB parts of the world 

 

Lexical Bundle # 65 should be able to 

The LB has a predicative clause, and it is used to indicate the possibility or ability. So, 

it falls under stance expression/modality/ability. The bundle appeared 12 times in 6 

different text files. The function was also recognized by Biber et al. (2004). The examples 

given below have been taken from textbooks. Moreover, figure 66 shows occurrences of 

the respective bundle. 

 According to some people, students from all economic backgrounds should be able 

to attend university. (Master IELTS writing band)  

 Should be able to handle basic communication in or in on field. (Cambridge 10) 

Figure 66  

Screenshot of LB should be able to 
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Lexical Bundle# 66, 67 some people think that, some people believe that 

The bundle has been used for modality/attitudinal 

stance/intention/prediction/impersonal. The function has been identified by Biber et al. 

(2004), and they have mentioned it under the category of stance expression. Some people 

think that the bundle appeared 17 times in 7 different text files, and some people believe 

that the bundle appeared 24 times in 5 different text files. The examples given below have 

been taken from the corpus. Furthermore, figure 67 and 68 display some of the instances 

of the respective bundle. 

 Why do you think some people think that national celebrations are a waste of 

government money? (Cambridge 7)  

 Some people believe that more funds should be invested into space exploration. 

(Master IELTS Writing Band) 

Figure 67  

Screenshot of LB some people think that 

 

Figure 68  

Screenshot of LB some people believe that 

 

Lexical Bundle# 68 the beginning of the  
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The bundle has been used for various functions, such as text, time, and other things 

under the category of referential expression. So, it is a multifunctional bundle. It has also 

been identified by Biber et al. (2004). The following examples have been taken from 

different books. Moreover, figure 69 shows some of the instances of the bundle with 

different functions. 

 Start at the beginning of the test and work through it.  (Barron’s IELTS super pack) 

 The disappointing results of many conventional road transport projects in Africa 

LED some experts to rethink the strategy by which rural transport problems were 

to be tackled at the beginning of the 1980s. (Cambridge 7)  

 At the beginning of the war, thousands of ______ fled over the border to the next 

country. (IELTS Essentials by RW) 

Figure 69  

Screenshot of LB the beginning of the 

 

Lexical Bundle#69 the best way to 

The bundle has been used for elaboration/clarification under the category of discourse 

organizers. This function has also been identified and enlisted by Biber et al. (2004) in 

discourse organizers. The bundle appeared to be in the range of 6. The examples given 

below have been taken from different text files. Moreover, figure 70 shows some of the 

instances of the particular bundle.  

 The best way to avoid this problem is to decide ahead of time how you want to get 

there. (Barron’s IELTS Superpack) 
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 Many experts believe that the best way to counter this trend is to give a longer-

term... (IELTS Reading Recent Actual Test)  

Figure 70  

Screenshot of LB the best way to 

 

Lexical Bundle#70 the claims of the 

The bundle has been used for tangible framing attributes in 5 textbooks. The function 

has also been recognized by Biber et al. (2004), who mentioned it under the classification 

of referential expressions. The examples given below have been taken from different text 

files, and figure 71 shows some of the instances of the particular bundle.  

 Do the following statements reflect the claims of the writer in reading passage 2? 

(Cambridge 3) 

 if the statement agrees with the claims of the writer, if the statement contradicts 

with the claims of the writer (Cambridge 7) 

Figure 71 

Screenshot of LB the claims of the 
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Lexical Bundle#71 the end of each 

This bundle has been used for multifunctional references, including thing, time, and text 

references, as it performs multiple functions. Biber et al. (2004) identified the bundle in 

their functional taxonomies. It has been appeared in 6 different text files. In IELTS 

Essentials by RW, it has been used only for text reference. The following examples of this 

bundle are drawn from textbooks, and figure 72 displays instances from the corpus. 

 You can check your answer at the end of each section or at the end of all four 

sections. (Barron’s IELTS Superpack) 

 Write the correct word at the end of. (IELTS Essentials by RW) 

 At the end of each week, add up your hours. (Barron’s IELTS Superpack) 

Figure 72  

Screenshot of LB the end of each 

 

Lexical Bundle#72 the end of the 

This bundle has been used for multifunctional references, including time, text, place, 

and thing references, as it performs multiple functions. Biber et al. (2004) identified the 

bundle in their functional taxonomies. It has been appeared 55 times in 7 different text 

files. The following examples of this bundle are drawn from textbooks, and figure 73 

displays instances from the corpus.   

 According to their hypothesis, the iridium in the K-T boundary was caused by an 

asteroid or a comet that hit Earth near the end of the Cretaceous period. (Barron’s 

IELTS Superpack) 
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 if the verb is wrong write the correct verb at the end of the sentence. (IELTS 

Essential by RW) 

 Walk along past the language laboratory and then past the library, which is next to 

the language lab, on the same side and facing you is the main hall, at the end of the 

corridor. (Cambridge 3) 

 In addition, each student will prepare an oral presentation to give to the class before 

the end of the semester. (Barron’s IELTS Superpack) 

Figure 73 

Screenshot of LB the end of the 

 

Lexical Bundle#73 the information given in  

The function of this bundle is text deixis/text reference. This has also been recognized 

and enlisted by Biber et al. (2004) under referential expression. The bundle has appeared 

43 times in 7 different textbooks. The following examples of this bundle are taken from 

textbooks, and figure 74 displays the occurrences of a particular bundle.   

 Do the following statements agree with the information given in the passage?  

(Barron’s IELTS Superpack) 

 Does the following statement agree with the information given in reading passage 

3? (IELTS Reading Recent Actual Test)  
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Figure 74 

Screenshot of LB the information given in 

 

Lexical Bundle#74 the list of headings 

The function of this bundle is text deixis/text reference. This has also been recognized 

and enlisted by Biber et al. (2004) under referential expression. The bundle has appeared 

16 times in 5 different textbooks. The following examples of this bundle are taken from 

textbooks, and figure 75 displays the occurrences of a particular bundle. 

 Choose the most suitable headings of for paragraphs B-E from the list of headings 

below. (Cambridge 3)  

 Question 1-7 reading passage 1 has seven paragraphs A-G, choose the correct 

heading for each paragraph from the list of headings. (IELTS Reading Recent Actual 

Test)  

Figure 75 

Screenshot of LB the list of headings 
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Lexical Bundle#75 the number of people 

The analysis of the concordance lines of this bundle has revealed that it has been used 

for tangible framing attributes. Biber et al. (2004) have identified it in the category of 

referential expressions. The bundle has appeared in 5 different text files. The examples 

given below are taken from different textbooks; moreover, figure 76 displays the 

occurrences of the bundle the number of people. 

 Jane: well, because of the number of people, we need plenty of refreshments for 

halfway through. (Cambridge 17) 

 The number of people moving from rural to urban areas in search of a better life is 

increasing. (Master IELTS Writing Band)  

Figure 76 

Screenshot of LB the number of people 

 

Lexical Bundle#76 the passage for each 

In 7 textbooks of IELTS, this bundle has been used for text deixis or text reference. 

This function (text reference) has also been identified and enlisted by Biber et al. (2004) 

under the classification of referential expressions. The examples given below are taken 

from different textbooks, and figure 77 displays the instances of the bundle the passage for 

each. 

 Choose no more than two words from the passage for each answer. (Cambridge 10)  

 Choose one word from the passage for each answer (Cambridge 17)  
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Figure 77  

Screenshot of LB the passage for each 

 

Lexical Bundle#77 the rest of the 

The analysis of the concordance lines of this bundle has exposed that it has been used 

for quantity specification under referential expression. It has been identified and listed by 

Biber et al. (2004). The bundle has appeared in 5 different text files. The examples given 

below are taken from different textbooks; moreover, figure 78 displays the occurrences of 

the relevant bundle. 

 The speaker says when you come to any intersection of trails, stop and wait for the 

rest of the group. (Barron’s IELTS Superpack) 

 The rest of the paragraph explains why this is important. (Master IELTS writing 

band)  

Figure 78 

Screenshot of LB the rest of the 
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Lexical Bundle#78 the top of the 

The concordance lines revealed that the bundle has been used for multifunctional 

references, including place and thing references, as it performs multiple functions. Biber 

et al. identified the bundle in their functional taxonomies. It has been appeared in 9 different 

text files. The following examples of the bundle are drawn from textbooks, and figure 79 

displays instances from the corpus. 

 A long cylindrical tube was propped up by two sticks and fastened to the top of the 

launcher. (Cambridge 3) 

 From the top of the tower, we looked out over a city of incredible grandeur. (IELTS 

Essentials by RW) 

Figure 79 

Screenshot of LB the top of the 

 

Lexical Bundle#79 the writer thinks about 

The analysis of concordance lines revealed that the bundle has been used for the stance 

expression function, which is attitudinal stance/intention/ personal. It has been used in 6 

different text files. The following examples of this bundle are drawn from textbooks, and 

figure 80 displays the instances of bundles from the corpus. 

 If it is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this one Bush flies are easier 

to control than Buffalo flies. (Cambridge 3) 
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 If the statement contradicts the views of the writer, if it is impossible to say what 

the writer thinks about this. (Cambridge 6)  

Figure 80 

Screenshot of LB the writer thinks about 

 

Lexical Bundle# 80-83 there is no information, there has been a, there is no 

doubt, there will be a 

These bundles have been used for identification/focus. This particular bundle has been 

identified and listed by Biber et al. (2004) under the classification of referential expression. 

These bundles have different ranges; for example, there is no information that has appeared 

in 7 textbooks, there has been a in 6 textbooks, there is no doubt in 5 textbooks, and there 

will be a in 6 textbooks. The following examples of these different bundles have been taken 

from different text files. Furthermore, figures 81-84 show the occurrences of the bundles. 

 There has been a sudden success in the search for a cure of cancer. (IELTS Essentials 

by RW) 

 There is no doubt that corruption is the most crucial point to focus on because it 

originates from positions of power. (Master IELTS Writing band) 

 It sounds like there will be a lot of fun for everyone at this year’s fair. (Barron’s 

IELTS Superpack) 
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Figure 81  

Screenshots of LB there is no information 

 

Figure 82 

Screenshots of LB there has been a 

 

Figure 83 

Screenshots of LB there is no doubt 
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Figure 84 

Screenshot of LB there will be a 

 

Lexical Bundle#84 there are a number 

The lexical bundle has been used for the specification of attributes, particularly for 

quantity specification in 6 different text files. This function has also been identified and 

enlisted in Biber et al. (2004). They have mentioned it under referential expressions. The 

following examples have been taken from different text files. Moreover, figure 85 shows 

instances of the respective bundle in 6 different text files.  

 In interpreting your score, there are a number of points you should bear in mind. 

(Cambridge 7) 

 There are a number of options for producing cultured pearl...  (IELTS Reading 

Recent Actual Test) 

Figure 85  

Screenshot of LB there are a number 
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Lexical Bundle#85 to be able to  

The analysis of concordance lines revealed that the bundle has been used for stance 

expression function that is modality/ability/intention/personal. It has been used in 5 

different text files. The following examples of this bundle are drawn from textbooks, and 

figure 86 displays the instances of a bundle from the corpus. 

 For full literacy, students also needed to be able to write. (Barron’s IELTS 

Superpack) 

 Just like adults, children think about what they plan to do that day and expect to be 

able to do what they want. (IELTS Reading Recent Actual Test) 

Figure 86  

Screenshot of LB to be able to 

 

Lexical Bundle# 86 to talk about the 

This bundle is used for topic clarification/elaboration. The bundle has been used in 7 

different text files of the corpus. This particular function has been identified by Biber et al. 

(2004), who have mentioned it under the classification of discourse organizers. The 

examples of the bundle are as follows in figure 87, which displays the instances of the 

bundle to talk about the. 

 You will have to talk about the topic for 1 to 2 minutes. (Cambridge 3) 

 The first body paragraph is used to talk about the weaker side and the stronger side. 

(The Complete Solution by ANH TOAN) 
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Figure 87  

Screenshot of LB to talk about the 

 

Lexical Bundles# 87-92 what do you think, what extent do you, what the 

writer thinks, what you are going, why do you think, would you like to 

A thorough analysis of concordance lines revealed that these bundles belong to the 

same functional category. These bundles belong to special conversational functions as they 

have been used for simple inquiry. This particular function has been identified by Biber et 

al. (2004), who have mentioned it under the classification of referential expressions. All 

the bundles have a different range; for example, what do you think has been used in 7 

textbooks, what extent do you and what the writer thinks has appeared in 6 textbooks, what 

you are going and why do you think has been used in 7 different textbooks and would you 

like to have been used in 5 textbooks. The following examples have been taken from 

different text files. Moreover, figures 88,89,90,91 and 93 display the instances of these 

bundles. 

 You will have one minute to prepare what you are going to say. (Barron’s IELTS 

Superpack) 

 What do you think is driving this habit? (Master IELTS Writing Band) 

 It is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this example. (Cambridge 3) 

 Why do you think they are popular? (Barron’s IELTS Superpack)  
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Figure 88  

Screenshot of LB what you are going 

 

Figure 89 

Screenshot of LB what do you think 

 

Figure 90 

Screenshot of LB what extent do you 
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Figure 91 

Screenshot of LB what the writer thinks 

 

Figure 92  

Screenshot of LB why do you think 

 

Figure 93 

Screenshot of LB would you like to 
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Lexical Bundle#93 which are based on 

This bundle is used for topic clarification/elaboration. It has been used in 7 different 

text files. This particular function has been identified by Biber et al. (2004), who have 

mentioned it under the classification of discourse organizers. The examples of the bundle 

are as follows in figure 94, which displays the instances of the bundle on which it is based. 

 You should spend about 20 minutes on questions 15-28 which are based on reading 

passage two below. (Cambridge 3)  

 You are advised to spend 20 minutes on questions 28-40 which are based on the 

reading passage below. (Barron’s IELTS Superpack) 

Figure 94  

Screenshot of LB which are based on 

 

Lexical Bundle#94 which paragraph contains the 

This particular bundle has been used for text reference/text deixis. Biber et al. (2004) 

have listed this bundle under the classification of referential expression/time/place/text 

reference. The bundle has appeared in the corpus with the range of 6. The examples are 

taken from the textbook. Moreover, figure 95 displays the occurrences of the bundle which 

paragraph contains the. 

 The reading passage has seven paragraphs A-G which paragraph contains the 

following information? (IELTS Reading Recent Actual Test)  

 Reading passage 1 has 10 paragraphs A-J, which paragraph contains the following 

information? (Cambridge 6) 
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Figure 95  

Screenshot of LB which paragraph contains the 

 

Lexical Bundle#95 will have to talk  

The bundle is used for personal desire as a modality/attitudinal stance in 5 different 

books of IELTs. The bundle is identified by Biber et al. (2004), and they have mentioned 

it under the classification of stance expression/ modality/attitudinal stance/desire/personal. 

The following examples of bundles are taken from different text files, and figure 96 

displays the bundles' occurrences from different text files.  

 You will have to talk about the topic for one to two minutes. (Cambridge 3)  

Figure 96  

Screenshot of LB will have to talk 

 

Lexical Bundles#96-102 you are going to, you can make some, you may use 

any, you should spend about, you think it is, you will have to, you will need to 
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In the textbooks, there are many obligatory or directive sentences because of the nature 

of the books. So, these bundles have been used for directive purposes. Biber et al. have 

added the functions of such bundles into the category of stance 

expression/modality/attitudinal/obligation/directive/personal. The following examples 

have been taken from text files, and figures 97-103 display the instances of bundles.  

 You can make some notes to help you if you wish. (Cambridge 3)   

 You may use any letter more than once. (Cambridge 17)  

 You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. (Barron’s IELTS Superpack) 

 Do you think it is better to visit the city alone or in a group with friends? Cambridge 

17  

 You will have to decide for yourself whether you are ready to take the proper test 

yet. (Cambridge 3) 

Figure 97 

Screenshot of LB you are going to 
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Figure 98 

Screenshot of LB you can make some 

 

Figure 99 

Screenshot of LB you may use any 

 

Figure 100 

Screenshot of LB you should spend about 
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Figure 101 

Screenshot of LB you think it is 

 

Figure 102  

Screenshot of LB you will have to 

 

Figure 103  

Screenshot of LB you will need to 

 

 

 



115 
 

 

  

 

Lexical Bundle#103 with the information given 

This bundle has been used for text reference under the category of referential 

expression. It has been appeared 43 times in 7 different text files. The function is enlisted 

by Biber et al. in referential expression/text reference. The examples given below are taken 

from different text files; moreover, figure 104 displays the few instances of the bundle. 

 Do the following statements agree with the information given in the text about the 

Hampfmd College work-study program? (Barron’s IELTS Super-pack) 

Figure 104  

Screenshot of LB with the information given 

 

Lexical Bundle#104 may use any letter 

This particular bundle has been used for text reference/text deixis. Biber et al. (2004) 

have listed this bundle under the classification of referential expression/time/place/text 

reference. The bundle has appeared in the corpus with the range of 7. The examples are 

taken from the textbook; moreover, figure 105 displays the occurrences of the bundle that 

may use any letter. 

 NB you may use any letter more than once. (IELTS Reading Recent Actual Test)  

 you may use any letter. (Barron’s IELTS Superpack) 
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Figure 105 

Screenshot of LB may use any letter 

 

4.8 Discussion on Findings  

All 104 bundles have been functionally analyzed in the section above. Biber et al. 

(2004) served as a theoretical foundation for the study. The functional taxonomies of Biber 

et al. (2004) were used to guide the functional analysis of lexical bundles in the IELTS 

books. 

In Biber et al. (2004), there are four functional classifications of lexical bundles: 

stance expressions, discourse organizers, referential expressions, and the last one is special 

conversational functions. All the functions are elaborated on in Chapter 4. According to 

this study, there is no change in the usage of lexical bundles in textbooks of different 

publications and writers. The reason might be that they are used for similar purposes, and 

the material is not very diverse but rather interrelated. Almost all the books utilize the same 

function for each LB. As this study investigated lexical bundles in IELTS self-study 

textbooks, it discovered only simple inquiries under special conversation functions. The 

results did not consist of bundles based on politeness and reporting under special 

conversation functions. Other than this, the study did not find bundles related to 

imprecision under referential expressions. Overall, referential expressions and discourse 

organizers are frequently utilized bundles in IELTS textbooks.  

In addition to this, the results of the research study have added some new functions, 

and the researcher has categorized them under relevant categories. The bundles have not 
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been mentioned in Biber et al. (2004). So, functional taxonomies have been expanded by 

including some new functions such as comparative/comparison (e.g. any letter more than, 

more than three words, more than two words, etc) under discourse organizers. Causative/ 

cause and effect (e.g., as a result of, due to, etc.) under discourse organizers. Imperatives 

(e.g. give your own opinion, complete the notes below, etc) under discourse organizers. 

Agreement (e.g. agree with the information, agree or disagree with, etc) under stance 

expressions.  

The results also made further contributions in time/place/text under referential 

expressions developed by Biber et al. (2004). Some bundles under this category may have 

multiple functions. However, the specification of attributes, focus/identification remained 

the same. In time/place/text, there is addition of thing, (A long cylindrical tube was propped 

up by two sticks and fastened to the top of the launcher, thereby allowing the rockets to be 

inserted and lit from the other end. Cambridge 3). The rest of them are included in IELTS 

textbooks except for impression, as mentioned earlier. So, new additions have been made 

for stance expressions, discourse organizers, and referential expressions.  

The following table includes examples for each functional taxonomy of lexical bundles 

that are used in IELTS textbooks. 
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Table 18  

Functional taxonomies of lexical bundles used in IELTS textbooks  
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4.9 Cohesion and Coherence  

Cohesion and coherence in writing are crucial for ensuring that the text is clear, 

logical, and easy for the reader to understand. Lexical bundles are a group of words or 

phrases that frequently appear together in a specific genre or context, and they can play a 
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significant role in achieving cohesion and coherence in written language. Lexical bundles, 

also known as extended collocation (Cortes,2004), can help to shape the meaning in context 

and build coherence in the text (Hyland, 2008). As far as cohesion and coherence are 

concerned, lexical bundles should receive extra attention from teachers and practitioners 

in order to help students produce coherent and fluent discourse (Nattinger and De 

Carrico,1992; Lewis, 1997; Willis,2002; Hyland, 2008). Such bundles help IELTS students 

to bring cohesion and coherence in their speaking, writing (to have flow in writing), 

listening, and reading skills. The use of LBs would enhance learners’ reading and writing 

skills, as well as their speaking skills, by establishing coherence in what they say and their 

listening abilities (Hussain, Zahra, & Abbas, 2020). Lexical bundles contribute to the 

coherence of a text, create a realistic academic voice, and attain naturalness in writing 

(Kashiha & Chan, 2014).  

Cohesion refers to the grammatical and lexical relationship within a text that helps 

connect ideas at the surface level. Cohesive devices such as conjunctions, pronouns, and 

transitional words are used to create a smooth flow of information and guide the reader 

through the text. They help establish relationships between sentences and paragraphs, 

ensuring that the content is logically connected. Effective use of LBs can help students’ 

writing become more logical and coherent (Hylanf,2008). Similarly, lexical bundles, also 

known as building blocks of discourse, function as cohesive devices. Particularly, 

Discourse organizes the cohesive lexical bundles because they help to connect various parts 

of the discourse and connect text to create or achieve cohesion. They can be employed to 

grab the addresses’ attention, introduce a topic or take turns. The three subcategories they 

fall under are Topic introduction/focus, topic elaboration and identification.  For example: 
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In the above-mentioned examples, lexical bundles on the other hand, at the same 

time and in addition to the are used as transitional phrases that help and guide the reader 

through the texts. For example, on the other hand, is a transitional phrase meant to show 

contrast. In addition to the is used for addition in previous information, etc. The bundle is 

used to shift the thought and enhance the flow and connection between the parts of the text.  

In the same way, there are some other bundles that are used for text, time, place, or thing 

references, for instance:  
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In the above-mentioned examples, the bundles are used as references to enhance 

the lexical relationships within the texts. Consequently, it helps to connect ideas and creates 

a smooth flow of information and cohesive relationship between sentences. The bundles 

ensure that the text is logically connected.  In the same way, the study has also revealed 

some lexical bundles related to discourse organizers. Such bundles are also used as 

cohesive devices to make the text more coherent. The LBs are used in the examples below: 

 

In these examples, the lexical bundles show relationships between the sentences 

and even sentence-to-sentence. 

Coherence, on the other hand, is a more general idea of clarity and balance. All the 

ideas have to work together to create a unified writing piece. It involves the overall clarity 

and unity of the text. It’s about how well the ideas are organized and presented to make the 

text easily understandable. Lexical bundles also function as cohesive devices and 

contribute coherence by providing the necessary links between different parts of the text, 

helping to create a coherent and comprehensible argument. The example is taken from the 

IELTS textbook The Complete Solution by ANH TOAN 
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In the above-mentioned example, on the one hand, and on the other hand, both are 

used to connect the idea at the macro level. On the other hand, connects the previous 

sentences with upcoming sentences. These lexical bundles ensure that the ideas are 

connected to create a clear “whole” and present two diverse concepts. In this paragraph, 

the writer is talking about two opposite ideas in a single paragraph; without lexical bundles 

that function as cohesive devices, it is hard to figure out how they all go together in the 

same speech. By using such lexical bundles as coherent devices, the writing is clear about 

how a group of sentences belongs together in the same paragraph. Lexical bundles are more 

common than anticipated and improve our sense of coherence in a text (Yousaf & Shehzad, 

2018). 

In essence, cohesive devices are the glue that holds a text together, both at the micro 

level (within sentences and paragraphs) for cohesion and at the macro level (throughout 

the entire text) for coherence. They contribute to the overall effectiveness of 

communication by ensuring that the reader can follow the logical progression of ideas from 

start to finish. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



124 
 

 

  

CHAPTER 5   

MAJOR FINDINGS AND CONCLUSION  

The purpose of the study was to investigate four-word lexical bundles occurring in 

IELTS textbooks: Barron’s IELTS Super pack, Cambridge IELTS 3, Cambridge IELTS 6, 

Cambridge IELTS 7, Cambridge 10, Cambridge 17, IELTS Essentials by RW, IELTS 

Reading Recent Actual Test, Master IELTS Writing Band and The Complete Solution by 

ANH TOAN. Textbooks were used to create the specialized corpus, which was then used 

to accomplish the study aim and answer the research questions. At first, LBs were 

identified, and then their structures were analyzed with the help of their structure 

classifications.  Following their structural classifications, functional analysis was 

conducted to determine their discourse functions across the IELTS textbooks. Additionally, 

the study aimed to illustrate how cohesion and coherence are achieved by employing 

lexical bundles.  

This chapter presents the discussion and findings, offers recommendations for 

future researchers, and explains the implications of this particular research.  

5.1 Major Findings 

The study found 104 four-word LBs that have been classified both structurally and 

functionally. Biber et al. (2004) have been used as a theoretical framework for functional 

and structural categorization of lexical bundles. The results of the study added a few more 

bundles to the structural and functional LB categories presented by Biber et al. (2004).  

Tables 6-18 in Chapter 4 list the instances of structural types of LBs found in 

textbooks. Furthermore, functional categories are shown in table 19. In addition to this, the 

examples from the data have shown that lexical bundles are crucial for enhancing cohesion 

and coherence in the text. LBs as cohesive devices are the glue that holds a text together, 

both at the micro level (within sentences and paragraphs) for cohesion and at the macro 

level (throughout the entire text) for coherence. They contribute to the overall effectiveness 

of communication by ensuring that the reader can follow the logical progression of ideas 

from start to finish. 
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After the successful completion of corpus-based analysis, several frequent LBs 

have been found. According to the results of structural classification, on the one side, some 

structures are not available in IELTS textbooks but present in Biber et al. (2004), such as 

3rd person pronoun+ VP fragment, discourse marker+ VP fragment, 1st/2nd person 

pronoun+ dependent clause fragment, etc. (See tables 17,18 in chapter 4). On the other 

side, data has made some new contributions to the structural classification developed by 

Biber et al. (2004). Adverbial/adjective fragment, anticipatory IT+ V/adjective, Adjectival 

phrase fragment, there-phrase fragment, to-phrase fragment, Copula+ noun-phrase 

fragment, determiner+ preposition of a fragment, passive+ prepositional fragment. (See 

tables 9-16), verb phrases with a non-passive verb, a noun phrase with an-of phrase 

fragments, and prepositional phrase expressions are dominant structural groups found in 

IELTS textbooks. 

Moreover, the functional analysis of the bundle discovered that there are no bundles 

associated with “imprecision” under referential expressions; similarly, the research does 

not find any bundle related to “politeness and reporting” under special conversational 

functions. In addition to this, Referential expressions and discourse organizers have been 

frequently utilized in the data. 

As far as the third research question is concerned, the examples from the books are 

mentioned in chapter 4. According to that, lexical bundles are a group of words or phrases 

that frequently appear together in a specific genre or context, and they can play a significant 

role in achieving cohesion and coherence in written language. As discussed earlier, lexical 

bundles function as cohesive devices. Particularly, Discourse organizes are the cohesive 

lexical bundles because they help to connect various parts of the discourse and connect text 

to create or achieve cohesion. They can be employed to grab the addresses’ attention, 

introduce a topic or take turns. The three subcategories they fall under are Topic 

introduction/focus, topic elaboration and identification.  Lexical bundles also function as 

cohesive devices and contribute coherence by providing the necessary links between 

different parts of the text, helping to create a coherent and comprehensible argument. The 

examples have been mentioned in Chapter 4 under Cohesion and Coherence. 
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5.2 Answering Research Questions 

In discussing research questions, the study has framed three main research 

questions. Research questions are aligned with research objectives accordingly. The first 

objectives and research question of the study deal with the structures of the lexical bundles. 

They address the different structures of lexical bundles. As the results showed, there are 

104 bundles with proper structures in the IELTS books. All these structures are categorized 

according to Biber et al. (2004) model for lexical bundles. In addition, this study also found 

some new structures that are added to the theoretical model. Those structures can also be 

validated by future studies in various genres and registers. The structures found by this 

study also exist in a number of studies where lexical bundles are explored and analyzed 

through a corpus-based approach. For instance, many of the structures exist in Biber's 

(1999) study. Similarly, they occur in Stubbs and Barth's (2003) study. Cortes (2004) also 

found many such structures, which are included in the findings of this study. Moreover, 

Hyland (2008) also found these structures. In the Pakistani context, most of these structures 

can be found in Yousaf and Shehzad (2018). In the study of Biber (2006), many of these 

structures of lexical bundles can also be found. By considering the theoretical framework, 

many of these structures are already available in the theoretical model. However, as 

discussed in the analysis, this study also added some new structures to the model.  

In discussing the second research question it addresses the discourse functions of 

lexical bundles. The second objective and second research question of the study deal with 

the functions of the lexical bundles. They address the different functions of lexical bundles. 

As the results showed, there are 104 bundles with proper functions in the IELTS books. 

Interestingly, the same function can be performed by different bundles. All these functions 

are categorized according to Biber et al. (2004) model for lexical bundles. In addition, this 

study also found some new functions that are added to the theoretical model. The future 

researcher can further validate those functions in their studies in various genres and 

registers. The functions found by this study also exist in a number of studies where lexical 

bundles are explored and analyzed through corpus-based approaches. For instance, many 

of the functions exist in Biber's (1999) study. Similarly, they occur in Stubbs and Barth's 

(2003) study on lexical bundles. Cortes (2004) also found many such functions, which are 
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included in the findings of this study. Moreover, Hyland (2008) also found these functions. 

In the Pakistani context, most of these functions can be found in Yousaf and Shehzad 

(2018). In the study of Biber (2006), many of these functions of lexical bundles can also 

be found. By considering the theoretical framework, many of these functions are already 

available in the theoretical model. However, as discussed in the analysis, this study also 

added some new functions to the model.  

In discussing the third research question it deals with coherence and cohesion 

established or achieved through the use of different lexical bundles. As the study found, 

lexical bundles play a vital role in organizing the discourse at the linguistic surface level 

and on the deeper meaning level.  There are a number of lexical bundles as examples quoted 

in the analysis chapter from the books. They play a key role in establishing coherence and 

cohesion in the text. Though, many of these bundles exist in the Biber et al. (2004). These 

bundles also serve to establish cohesion and coherence in the text. Similarly, Hyland (2008) 

highlights the same idea that bundles are used to keep the text coherent. They play a vital 

role in establishing cohesion and coherence. Once students know the correct use of lexical 

bundles, they can produce accurate stretches of discourse.              

5.3 Contributions of the Study  

The study has made numerous contributions to this field of research studies. First, 

the study offers a list of 104 four-word-lexical bundles. These can be used for a variety of 

purposes, including educational/pedagogical purposes. For comparative purposes, for 

conducting a comparison with the list of LBs from other registers or genres. In addition to 

this, the research has modified the model presented by Biber et al. in terms of functions as 

well as structures. Consequently, Future researchers may examine LBs by using the 

updated model. 

Furthermore, this research study offers a promising approach that future researchers 

can utilize to carry out studies of a similar kind: examining lexical bundles in another type 

of textbook or written discourse such as essays, articles, newspapers, etc. The ways or 

principles for designing or creating a corpus, cleaning a corpus, and identifying, analyzing, 

and extracting LBs are all provided by this research study. There are few bundles which 
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are common across all the sample of the study for example, on the other hand, a wide range 

of, and you are going to.  

5.4 Implications of the Study      

The study has examined LBs in textbooks using a corpus-based methodology. So, 

this research may have pedagogical and methodological implications; the implications of 

the study have been discussed as follows: 

5.4.1 Pedagogical Implications  

This corpus-based analysis has produced a list of 104 four-word lexical bundles. 

Every LB has undergone structural and functional analysis. Moreover, instances have been 

stated from IELTS textbooks to illustrate the discourse functions of lexical bundles across 

the books. 

This study offers corpus-informed teaching material (a list of lexical bundles with 

structures and discourse functions). ELT book writers and material developers can also 

benefit from this study to write books and design materials. The list can be used in 

designing the curriculum for EAP. The curriculum designers must incorporate LBs as they 

are building blocks of academic discourse. The teaching of LBs is not only helpful for 

learners to produce quick and accurate discourse but also aids in improving comprehension 

and helps in understanding and reading various types of texts. (Wray, 2002). From a broad 

perspective, the list produced by this study can be significant in improving students' writing 

skills, as well as reading/comprehension abilities. Several previous studies, including Jones 

and Haywood (2004), Cortes (2006), and Byrd and Coxhead (2010), highly suggest using 

lexical bundles as the basis for curriculum development and material designing. These LBs 

are corpus-informed material. Thus, when utilized for pedagogical purposes, corpus-

informed material can be more effective and useful. The corpus-informed bundles can play 

a vital role in designing the syllabus or books of IELTS for local writers as well.  

From a pedagogical standpoint, this list of four-word lexical bundles can be useful 

in creating materials related to various tasks and exercises for improving reading and 

writing skills. Cortes (2006) conducted experimental research to determine the efficacy of 
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using LBs in language teaching. Similarly, Jones and Haywood (2004) also assessed the 

efficacy of learning and teaching lexical bundles.  

If the students are exposed to the structures and functions with examples of LBs, 

their understanding of LBs usage in academic writing can be improved. This list will show 

them which specific lexical bundle is used for which particular function. In the same way, 

it can help students become more proficient readers of comprehension. So, this list of 

lexical bundles can be advantageous for students as they can increase their knowledge and 

awareness of lexical bundles, which constitute an important part of academic writing.  It 

can enhance not only their writing and reading skills but also their speaking by forming 

cohesion and coherence in their speech and listening by understanding what they hear.   

The list of LBs produced by this research can be used to create a variety of tests to 

check and evaluate learner’s competency in the English language. Learners can be 

instructed to write on specific topics according to the functions of bundles by giving them 

a list of lexical bundles. Students' reading and writing abilities in the English language can 

be significantly improved by recognizing and applying lexical bundles. Moreover, by using 

this list of LBs, supplementary materials can also be planned to allow students to practice 

a variety of reading and writing tasks. 

In addition to this, LBs successfully support all four language skills. Therefore, 

students’ listening comprehension and speaking coherence can be greatly improved if they 

are taught such lexical bundles found in textbooks. Students can utilize the list from this 

corpus-based research study for a variety of academic writings. It is a difficult skill that 

students must acquire to do well in writing academic discourse. Biber (2006) and Miller 

(2011) have mentioned the same point of view. The employment of lexical bundles helped 

to produce accurate stretches of discourse (Millar, 2011). 

5.4.2 Methodological Implications     

The overall methodology, ranging from compiling a specialized corpus to the 

exploration of lexical bundles, can be adopted by future researchers for the study of lexical 

bundles in any genre, such as books, research, articles, or essays. This study offers a unique 

way to compile a specialized corpus from textbooks, how to clean the corpus, how to 

annotate it, and how to use it in the software to explore lexical bundles. Also, future 
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researchers can follow the analysis mode for the lexical bundle employed in this study. 

Moreover, for future researchers, the updated structural and functional model of the lexical 

bundle can be utilized. 

5.5 Recommendations for Future Researchers 

As discussed earlier, only four-word LBs found in IELTS textbooks were examined 

in this study. Therefore, common LBs of three, four, and six words may also be 

investigated. In addition, the data and findings from this study can be utilized for 

comparative studies. The researchers may compare this list of lexical bundles with the 

data/findings from other research studies that have specifically focused on LBs. The size 

of the specialized corpus can be increased by adding more books for further investigation. 

To determine the important role that these LBs play in enhancing learners’ writing, 

particularly academic writing or writing for specific goals, an experimental research study 

can also be carried out.  
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