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Abstract
of the PhD thesis entitled:
The Social Aspect in the Novels of Fouad Qandil & Amjad Javed
(A Comparative Study)

The novel is a long prose narrative that describes fictional or realistic characters
and events in the form of a sequential story. It is also the largest narrative genre in terms
of size, diversity of characters and variety of events. It has emerged in Europe as an
influential literary genre in the 18" century. Dialogue and conflict between characters, the
implication of the crisis, plot, point of view, setting and theme are key elements of
fictional novel.

The social novel is a fictional literary novel that focuses on the varieties of human
behavior in society and reflection of characters on the values of that society. Its debates
the social problems prevailing in the age and culture such as: religion, gender, race, social
classes, racism etc. Social novels may discuss more complex topics equally: labour,
unemployment, poverty, slavery, violence against women, child labour, high crime,
family life, marriage, love, civic and rural life, education and illiteracy, ignorance,
bribery, moderation and hospitality.

The writer Fouad Qandil is an Egyptian novelist who was born in Cairo on 5th
October 1944 to a family belonging to the city of Banha in eastern Egypt. He received his
Bachelor of Arts from the department of philosophy and psychology from Cairo
University. He also worked in the Egyptian Company for acting and cinema since 1962.
He was a key figure in Egypt’s literary generation of the 1960s. He left behind a legacy of
twenty one novels, almost twenty short story collection, fourteen different studies, seven
children's storybooks and a few translations. His literary work attracted the critics and
academic circles. His observation about social diseases were deliberated by picking his
twenty one novels related to many social challenges specifically: poverty, slavery,
violence against women, social crimes, family life, love, life style of the people, illiteracy,
historical and political dimensions etc. He won many literary prizes including the Naguib
Mahfouz Prize for best novel. He died on 3rd June 2015 at the age of 71 in Cairo.

The writer Amjad Javed is a Pakistani novelist, Sufi intellectual, story writer,
columnist, poet and drama writer who was born on 27 September 1965 in Hasilpur,
district Bahawalpur. It was the time after the end of the war between Pakistan and India.
He got the family name Faheem Ul Haq and Amjad Aziz, which transformed into Amjad
Javed later on. He started his writing career since 1988 and its continuing up to this day.
He used to write in different digests and magazines and evolved some superb romantic
stories. He portrayed the true face of the society in his novels and boldly addressed the
social diseases. He introduced a brave woman and practical Sufism, which is the voice of
the time. His list comprises of more than twenty novels. His prime focus was to address
social discrepancies. He wrote on history, Sufism, romance, patriotism and current affairs,
which made his write up masterpiece. Most of his novels are available on the internet and
social media, he translated some books from English to Urdu, which obtained the
appreciation of the readers.

In this research dissertation | have discussed utmost the above mentioned social
issues addressed by Fouad Qandil and Amjad Javed which is crux of the thesis.



This thesis is divided into Preface and Three chapters.

Preface: It revolves around two personalities:
“Fouad Qandil and his Biography and Literary Contribution” &
“Amjad Javed and his Biography and Literary Contribution”.

First Chapter: " Analysis and Summary of Selected Novels of Both Novelists”.

This chapter has two sections:

1°* section conations three novels, selected for this study, which have been
analyzed in this section and their summaries have also been provided. Besides similar
sequence has followed in rest of the section.

This section has analysis and summary of three selected novels of Fouad Qandil.

2" section has analysis and summary of three selected novels of Amjad Javed:

This chapter covered the elements of all selected novels of both writers inclusive
of personality and conflict, time and place, language and style, dialogue and narration.

Second Chapter: “The Social Aspect in the Novels of Fouad Qandil and Amjad
Javed”.

This chapter has two sections:

1° section has been discussed about the social disorders pointed in Fouad
Qandil’s novels.

2" section has been discussed about the social anomalies raised in Amjed Javed’s
novels.

Third Chapter: “Comparison between the Social Aspects in the Novels of Both
Novelists”.

This chapter has two sections.

1° section described the minutes of conformity between two novelists.

2" section discussed the seconds of contradiction between two novelists.

Summing up the discussion, | would like to say that this comparative analysis is
very beneficial for further understanding of similarities among two different countries.
Moreover, this comparison also highlighted the same kind of social aspects and amalgam
in past and modern era. It also depicted the root cause of social disorder under political
unrest and misuse of authorities. In short, it is a complete insight of internal moral values
of people residing in two different continents.

Samiya Kausar
PhD Scholar
Arabic Department
NUML Islamabad.
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