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Abstract
of the PhD thesis entitled:
A Technical Study of the ""Fantazia" of Ahmed Khaled

Tawfik in the Light of Science Fiction
This PhD dissertation focused on the technical analysis of the "Fantazia"

series, written by Ahmed Khaled Tawfik, an Egyptian physician and pioneer
in horror, fantasy, and science fiction literature. The study explored the themes
of science fiction within Tawfik's novels and examined their significance in
the context of international and Arabic literature. The dissertation is
compriseed into three sections, including a preamble providing a biography of
Ahmed Khaled Tawfik and an overview of science fiction literature, its
concept, history&difference between science fiction and Fantacy . The first
chapter dealt with an introduction to the "Fantazia™ series and summaries of
the selected novels within it. Subsequent chapter elaborated the various
themes found in Tawfik's science fiction literature such as time travel,
teleportation, scientific delusions, space opera, metaphysical powers, the
conquest of Earth & space,alternative history,cyberpunk,and supernatural
creatures. The third chapter narrated a technical study of the "Fantazia" series,
analyzing aspects such as language and narration, plot development, and
characterization. The dissertation concluded with important recommendations
and results derived from the comprehensive analysis of Tawfik's work. This
study contributed to the understanding and appreciation of Ahmed Khaled
Tawfik's contribution to the field of science fiction literature, highlighting the
unique fusion of scientific and speculative elements in his writings. Moreover,
it addressed the significance of science fiction in the Arab world,
demonstrating how it has become an extension of a foreign heritage and

suggest avenues for further exploration and research in this genre.
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"They (science fiction writers) try to show the many possible
futures that lie open to us”

L Difinition In Sigence Fiction: The Academic Awakening. Gregory

Benford:Ed.Willis E. McNelly. PShreveport, LA, College English Association,
1974, p.57.
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"In every (science fiction) narrative, there is an explicit or implicit

fiction history that connects the period depicted to our present

moment, or some moment of our past.” 2
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! . The Role of Science Fiction,in science fiction Today and Tomorrow.Ben
Bova,NY,Harper &Row,1974,p.4-5.

2 Note for an Essay on Carlin Holland, Robinon, Kim Stanley.

% _voir: J. H. Rosny Ainé: La Mort de La tome, précédé de LES XIPEHLIZ et de
LE CATACLYSME Gallinand Dermoel Evreux (Eire), 1976.
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"that class of prose narrative treating of a situation that could not arise
in the world we know, but which is hypothesized on the basis of some
innovation in science or technology ."*
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. Starting point in Mark Rose Science Fiction & Collection Of Critical Essays,

Prentice-Hall, Amis kingsley: Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, 1976, p.11.
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"Science fiction is that branch of literature which is concerned with

the impact of scientific advance upon human being...I would like to
say that my definition applies...to... (Social science fiction)."
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"A science fiction story is a story built around human beings, with a

human problem, and a human solution, which would not have
happened at all without its scientific content
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"What is really important about science fiction is that in i“ts various
genres it provides an extraordinarily flexible instrument for social

criticism, that it is particularly able to deal with problems of life in a
new age of science and technology, because it is a kind of popular

L. Why Read Science Fiction?, In 3000 Years of Fantasy and Science Fiction.
Isaak Asimov: Ed. L.Sprague de Camp and Catherine Crook de Camp. NY,
Lothrop, Lee & Shephard, 1972,p.10.

2~ Science Fiction What's All About, Strugeon Theodore: New york, 1971,p.117.
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literature, a much larger audience than does most mainstream
literature™
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L. Science Fiction as a Cultural Phenomenon, In SF: The Other Sde of Realism:
Essays on Modern Fantasy and Science Fiction. Mark. L. Helligas: Ed. Thomas

D. Clareson. Bowling Green University Popular Press, 1971.p.280.
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"Science fiction tends to be about things which are theoretically
possible - or at least not known to be impossible. By contrast, fantasy
encompasses the impossible. In fantasies, magic works; it doesn't have
to be explained. Instead of the wizardly powers, enchanted realms and
strange beasts of fantasy, science fiction features awesome machines,
distant planets, and wonders created by science and advanced

technology'.
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