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ABSTRACT

Literature and Environment:
An Eco-Critical Study of Pakistani Urdu Poems

Guided by the underpinning of Eco-criticism, the study
investigates various poems of the selected poets and traces how the
poets incorporate the features of Eco-criticism.

Being influential figures of society, literati, poets and
academic researchers bring into their creative ambit the conditions
affecting their surroundings. However, it is surprising that Eco-
criticism has not been a popular investigative field in Urdu literature
in general and poetry in particular. To fill this gap, the current study
traces the important aspects of Eco-criticism-Biocentrism, Bio-
community, wilderness, Animism and Eco-feminism. The study
finds that Urdu poetry has keenly brought into limelight the core
issues of Eco-criticism. It analyses the poems both philosophically
and critically. The primary sources are the original poems of the
poets, which have been interpreted in the light of the secondary
sources obtained from different libraries, books, magazines, the
internet and interviews. The critical investigation reveals that the
selected poets, through their poetry, not only introduce various
dimensions of Eco-criticism, but also extend its scope through
different environmental and societal perspectives. The study finds
that a poet is a keen observer of his/her surroundings besides
presenting his/her intellectual self. Moreover, the poet is well aware
of the issue of Eco-criticism, therefore, s/he contributes to the
academic field creatively. The study is limited to the selected poets
of the Urdu poems and urges the researchers to explore other
dimensions of Eco-criticism. It also leaves implications for the

future researches, specifically in prose and novel.
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“Changes in ecosystems occurs daily,
seasonally, and as in the case of ecological
succession, over periods of many years.
Sometimes changes take place severely and
abruptly, as when a fire sweeps through a
forest or a hurricane batters a seahore. But
most of the day-to-day changes, especially in
the nutrient cycles, are so subtle that
ecosystem tends to appear subtle. This
apparent stability among plants and animals
and their environments has been called
balance of nature. Now that ecologist have had
an opportunity to study ecosystem over longer
period, they have had to alter some of their
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“Ecocriticism in the study of literature and

environment from an interdisciplinary point of
view where all sciences come together to
analyze the environment and brainstorm
possible solutions for the correction of the

contemporary environmental situation.”"
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“Ecocriticism is an intent finally broad
approach that is known by a number of other
designations,  including  green  studies,
ecopoetics and  environmental literary

criticism”. "
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“An Interdisciplinary field of study that
analyses how the natural world is portrayed in
literature, typically in relation to modern

environment concerns”. "
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“A new subfield of literary and cultural enquiry
that emerged in the 1980s and 1990s devoted
to the investigation of relations between

literature and the natural world and to the
rediscovery and reinterpretation of nature

writings.” "
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“Ecocriticism is a broad way of literary and
cultural scholars to investigate the global
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“The boundaries between the human and the
non-human, nature and non-nature are
discussed as they frame the environmental
crisis and its solution. This wave brought with
1t a redefinition of the term ‘environment’
expanding its meaning to include both ‘ nature’

and the urban.”
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view, where literature scholars analyze text that
illustrate environmental concerns and examine
the various ways literature treats the subject of

nature.”"
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“The point of ecocritical pedagogy is to make
its existing environmentality explicit and,

above all, sustainable.” *
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“Ecocriticism an environmentalists version of
English studies, is quite well establishment and
has been developing since the early 1990.
Ecocritics follow other political schools of
criticism in formulating new critical criteria,
and proposing additions to the cannon. The
analyse the history of concepts such as nature,
wilderness, humanity, the animal and progress,
looking for the cultural origins of attitude
implicate in the present crisis, and asking how

there concepts should now be modified.”
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“Ecocriticism has changed the landscape of
literary studies, moving from the margins into

the main stream.” "
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“Bio regionalism, views and bioregion not only

as a territory defined by natural markers, such

as watersheds, but also as a domain of

consciousness and as a focus of citizenly
allegiance that challenges conventional

political boundaries.”™
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“Bio Centrism holds that all living things are
morally considerable, whereas many people

hold that only human being are so.”
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“Taylor advocates a biocentric out look that
is, a life centered one. He holds that a certain
attitude is appropriate: namely, respect for
nature, which he fakes to be an ultimate
moral commitment. According to Taylor,
everything that is alive possesses inherent

worth.”"
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“Anything that is a teleological center of life

iIs morally considerable, and ought to be
included equally within our moral

deliberations, and respected accordingly.” "
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“Eco Centrism is the idea that the ecosphere
and ecological systems are the focus of
value. It is holistic view of value, for entire
systems are thought to be valuable, rather
than individual humans or individual natural

entitics (such as animals).”
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