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Abstract

The search for meaning in life has always been a topic of discussion for
humanity. Almost all schools of thought have discussed this topic since the
birth of man. The nineteenth century is considered to be very important in
terms of philosophical ideas. This century brought with it many questions
related to all aspects of life, so terms like nihilism and absurdism were
born regarding the meaning and meaninglessness of life.In this thesis, an
analytical study of Aneces Nagi’s selected novels, which include Dewar k
Peechy, Main Aur Woh, and Zawal, has been done in the context of
absurdism and nihilism. All these novels have an important place in Urdu
literature. Novels have been selected that have prominent themes of
nihilism and absurdism. Nihilism is a philosophical theory. It is based on
one word: nothing. Nihilism in literature refers to an attitude based on
religious, political, and social denial of existence. It has many types, like
political nihilism, moral nihilism, existential nihilism, religious nihilism,
and epistemological nihilism. Absurdism is a philosophical and literary
movement that emerged in the mid-20th century. It is based on the idea
that human beings exist in a meaningless and irrational universe and that
attempts to find meaning or purpose in life are ultimately futile. Absurdism
Is often associated with existentialism, but it differs in that it emphasises
the absurdity of the human condition rather than the search for meaning in
it. Elements of absurdism include suicide, philosophical suicide, nonsense
plots, black humour, and conflict. The first chapter of this thesis is the
introduction and main discussion of the research topic. The second chapter
is an analysis of the effects of "nihilism" on Nagi’s selected novels. The
third chapter is an analysis of the effects of "absurdism" on the nagi’s
selected novels. Fourth is the overall review, followed by results and
recommendations. After the completion of this research paper, we have
concluded that both nihilism and absurdism discuss the meaninglessness of
life, and the effects of these two theories can be seen in the novels of
Anees Nagi.
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“ Epistemological nihilism, ‘the denial of the possibility of
knowledge’... Epistemological nihilists believe that there
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"It was as if that great rush of anger had washed me clean,

emptied me of hope, and gazing up at the dark sky spangled

with its signs and stars, for the first time, the first, I laid my

heart open to the benign indifference of the universe. To

feel it so like myself, indeed, so brotherly, made me realize

that I'd been happy, and that I was happy still.”™
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"I say let the world go to hell, but I should always have my

tea. n (")
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"When Gregor Samsa woke up one morning from
unsettling dreams, he found himself changed in his bed into
a monstrous vermin. He was lying on his back as hard as
armor plate, and when he lifted his head a little, he saw his
vaulted brown belly, sectioned by arch-shaped ribs, to
whose dome the cover, about to slide off completely, could
barely cling. His many legs, pitifully thin compared with
the size of the rest of him, were waving helplessly before
0

his eyes."
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"Estelle: (screaming) I can't bear it any longer! (She runs
to Garcin) Hold me! Hold me tight!
Garcin: (embracing her) There, there. You'll feel better in a
minute.
Estelle: (struggling to free herself) I don't want to be held

by a man! Never again! Do you hear? Never again! ®

:(Albert camus).z7 1t
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"Thus I draw from the absurd three consequences, which
are my revolt, my freedom, and my passion. By the mere
activity of consciousness I transform into a rule of life what
was an invitation to death — and I refuse suicide. I know, to
be sure, the dull resonance that vibrates throughout these
days. Yet I have but a word to say: that it is necessary. But
that is not enough. I also proclaim that it will be. This
world in itself is not reasonable, that is all that can be said.
But what is absurd is the confrontation of this irrational and

the wild longing for clarity whose call echoes in the human
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heart. The absurd depends as much on man as on the world.

For the moment it is all that links them together. (™

:(Eugeéne Ionesco)-4
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"Mrs. Smith: I am a cauliflower.
Mr. Smith: And I am a human being.
Mrs. Smith: That's a matter of opinion. Personally, I think
you're a bracket.
Mr. Smith: A bracket? What makes you say that?

Mrs. Smith: Your nose. It's like a bracket. And your ears

are like parentheses.(w)

: (Harold Pinter) /44l z_5
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Rosencrantz and Jst < rb-u (71 = JF Z O AT W Se
:‘gdﬁ‘J&ﬂUJ@,uﬂéu”b/ui»uﬁ"Guildenstem Are Dead"
"Rosencrantz: We might as well be dead. Do you think
death could possibly be a boat?
Guildenstern: No, no, no... Death is... not. Death isn't. You
take my meaning. Death is the ultimate negative. Not-
being. You can't not-be on a boat."
Rosencrantz: I've frequently not been on boats."

Guildenstern: No, no, no - what you've been is not on

boats. n(®)
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"The only way to deal with death is to transform

everything that precedes it into art." _©®

St ST ST sk A5

"The struggle itself toward the heights is enough to fill a

man's heart. One must imagine Sisyphus happy."(")—

etk

"I can't go on, I'll go on." S
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"We are all born mad. Some remain so." —

!f‘atbg@/ J/Eugene Ionesco

"I write to keep from going mad from the contradictions

I find among the human beings around me." -

:%u/,‘}wd:f(u”LTom Stoppard
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"I have no sense of belonging to anything. I'm just

. . . . am
floating around in this absurd universe of ours." —
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"I don't know. I thought about it quite a bit afterward. All

in all, it was probably because I had nothing to cry about.

Anyway, I tried to change the subject. But he kept on

asking me why I didn't cry. So I told him.""
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VLADIMIR: We're waiting for Godot.

ESTRAGON: Ah! (Silence.) You're sure it was here?

VLADIMIR: What?

ESTRAGON: That we were to wait.

VLADIMIR: He said by the tree. (They look at the tree.)

Do you see any others?

ESTRAGON: What is it?

VLADIMIR: I don't know. A willow.

ESTRAGON: Where are the leaves?

VLADIMIR: It must be dead. (Pause.) No more weeping.

ESTRAGON: Or perhaps it's not the season. (Pause.)

Looks to me more like a bush.

VLADIMIR: A shrub.

ESTRAGON: A bush.

VLADIMIR: A—(he hesitates)—so—called tree. (Silence.)

What are we doing here, that is the question. (Act I)(M)
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