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ABSTRACT
Title:

NEW HISTORICISM THEORY AND URDU LITERATURE: AN ANALYTICAL
STUDY OF THEORETICAL AND APPLIED DISCOURSE OF NEW
HISTORICISM IN URDU LITERATURE.

Abstract:

My research treatise is basically about a literary theory named; “New
Historicism”. The theory of New Historicism was first given by English Theorist
and Critic; “Stephen Jay Green Blatt” between 1980™" to 1987*°, with the help of
different articles and books. In 1982, he used this term’s name for the first time.
In this sense, a book named; “Renaissance Self-Fashioning: From More to
Shakespeare." Which was published in 1980”°, is very overriding and foremost.
Also In 1987”4, “Stephen Jay Greenblatt” wrote an essay entitled; “Towards a
Poetics of Culture” which remains the rudimentary text of new historicism to this
day. With the thought, contemplation and texts of “Stephen Jay Greenblatt” and
his coadjutor like; “Jonathan Goldberg”, “Stephen Orgel”, “Louis Montross”,
“Lisa Jardine” and “Leonard Tennenhouse”, the ideology of New Historicism
flourished in America. On the other hand, in “Great Britain” (England) theory of
“New Historicism” was thrive by “Raymond Henry Williams” and his cohort
members like; “Jonathan Dollimore” ,“Alan Sinfield” ,“Catherine Belsey” and
“Francis Barker” ,with a slightly different name which was;“Cultural
Materialism”. Such, the theory of New historicism prosper. Thus, critics of Urdu
literature influenced by him in the early nineties and began writing about New
Historicism. The first articles on New Historicism in Urdu were written by; "Riaz
Siddiqui" between 1993*P to 1995*". After Riaz Siddiqui, lot of other critics of
Urdu like; “Prof. Atique Ullah, Dr. Gopi Chand Narang, Dr. Nasir Abbas Nayyer,
Wahab Ashraf, Altaf Anjum, Shams-ur- Rehman Farooqi, Prof. Ehsaas Baig, Dr.
Qazi Abid and Dr. Naseem Abbas Ahmar”, wrote articles on New Historicism.
The articles of; “Prof. Atique Ullah, Dr. Gopi Chand Narang, Dr. Nasir Abbas

VIl



Nayyer and Shams-ur- Rehman Farooqi” are so valued. So, if | want to define and
elaborate New Historicism in just one line, then | say that; New Historicism is a
theory that deals with History, Culture, Literary text and literary criticism. The
main concern of new historicism, is with literature, history and culture, who is
focused on understanding and explaining the relationship between them, and
which opened the layers of history and led the way of reconstructing the past by
formulating "Inter textual historical principle of criticism”. So | wrote down my
research in the context of the concept of New Historicism. And | have divided the
thesis into four Chapters. First Chapter; is about introduction of research and
basic concepts. In which I discussed the basic concepts of; “History, Philosophy of
History, Historicism, and New Historicism”. Second Chapter; is about beginner
thinkers of New Historicism, Schools of thoughts of New Historicism and
Fundamental concepts of New Historicism. | have discussed and evaluated all
these aspects in this chapter. In Third Chapter, Research turned to Urdu
literature. In which | analyzed the text of theoretical concepts of New Historicism
in Urdu literature. This is based on “Fourteen (14) Articles” and “One (1) Thesis”.
The motif of the Fourth and the Last Chapter of this research is like the third. In
which | analyzed the text of applied samples of New Historicism in Urdu
literature. This is based on “Five (5) Articles” and “Three (3) Thesis”. And after
these Four Chapters | wrote an Overview, Research Findings and
Recommendations about research. Hence, this research thesis is about New
Historicism, covering the entire Theoretical and Applied development of this
Theory (New Historicism) from its inception in English literature to its spread in

Urdu literature and criticism.
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“The term History entered the English Language in

1390, with the meaning of “relation of incidents”,

Story via the old French historie, from Latin historia,

narrative, account”. This itself was dereived form the

Ancient Greek istoria historia, Meaning “a Learning or

Knowing by inquiry, history, record, narrative, from

the verb istoria, historein, to inquire.” (4)
IS SN e UG5 S I 25 2 E s, 2 oM Uy
211655 QU S S F P L el WS 2o TS ol s
o8t Pz 86 L6 QU1 S UTe S WS erms 8 S e n
" Sl K Uy & (Geory Wilhelm Friendrich Hegel)"ﬁu&/ij (}”/‘J)Z'//lg"
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ST L s 2 LS G L (History)

:wiéugugfi"dﬂ"w(Oxford American Dictionary of Current English)

“l. A continuous, USU. Chronological, record of
important of public events. 2. A. Study of past events,
esp. Human affairs. B. The total accumulation of past
events, esp. relating to human affairs or a particular
nation, person, thing, etc (the history of astronomy). 3.
An eventful past (this house has a history). 4. A

systematic account of a past event or events, etc.” (5)

u'.fla’LUlum«?L'a)u("d/”ﬁ"ﬁéJuﬁ(Cambridge Dictionary)"d/'ﬁ@@ﬁ‘{"@/gﬂ

>y

¢
“The study of a record of past events considered
together, especially events of a particular period,
country, or subject.” (6)

e e a S (Merrian-Webster Dictionary) "§ A s
:uj(}’tyl..’o;

“A treatise presenting systematically related natural

phenomena (as of geography, animals or plants)”. (7)
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(19) " PEA NS VS I G st 32
ulwu;d/(History)Z;/t(John Jacob Anderson) /= 212" A

A
“History is a narration of the events which have
happened among mankind, including an account of the
rise and fall of nations, as well as of others great

changes which have affected the political and social

condition of Human race.” (11)

(Robin George "3 bﬁf/@kg A" L/(fﬁ JZ/UM J@;L“

<" MV':%KJU;!@?;M)’(:AVQU/Zyﬁ/mQﬁg‘j”wﬁ;/mollingwood)
cpzle L ip gl iz

“The definition of history. Every historian would
agree, | think, that history is a kind of research of
inequity. What kind of inequity it is i do not yet ask.
The point is that generically it belongs to what we call
Science: that is, the forms of thought whereby we ask
questions and, try to answer them. Science in a

general, it is important to realize, does not consist in
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collecting what we already know and arranging it in
this or that kind of pattern. It consist in fastening upon
something we do not know, and trying to discover
it.”(12)
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“In one very obvious sense, Herodotus, Histories are

certainly history, since stories from the past Provide

Their basic content.... The longer, more published

stories, or Logoi, in Herodotus, Histories certainly

retell past event, both Greek, and barbarian, but hey do

so with much included that is not today customarily

found in historical narrative.” (14)
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“What do we understand by philosophy of history?

The term is not exact. Its fozziness may suggest that it

is perhaps a collective concept it was used first by

Abbe Bazin in the title of his book. La philosophie do

I’histoire published in Amsterdam in 1765. The

Author was in fact F. M. Arovet, usually known as

32



Voltaire philosophy of history has many near-
synonyms, notably: philosophy, (meta) theory of
history, theoretical history, logic of history, meta
history, historiosophy, and anachronic historiography.”
(16)
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“The name Philosophy of history was invented in the
eighteenth century by Voltaire, who meant by it no
more than critical or scientific history, a type of
historical thinking in which the historian made up his
mind for himself instead of repeating whatever stories
he found in old books. The same name was used by
Hegel and other writers at the end of the eighteenth
century; but they gave it a different sense and regarded
it as meaning simply universal or world history. A
third use of the phrase is found in several nineteenth-
century positivists for whom the philosophy of history
was the discovery of general laws governing the
course of the events which it was history’s business to

reount.” (17)
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“The Third Kind of History the Philosophical. No

explanation was needed of the two previous classes;

their nature was self-evident. It is otherwise with this

last, which certainly seems to require an exposition or

justification. The most general definition that can be

given, is, that the Philosophy of History means nothing
but the thoughtful consideration of it.” (19)
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“The question which come first society or the
individual is like the question about the hen and the
egg. Whatever you treat as a logical or as an historical
question, you can make no statement about it, one way
or the other, which does not have to be corrected by an
opposite. Society and individual are inseparable; they
are necessary and complementary to each other, not

opposites. No man is an island, entire of itself.” (21)
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“It 1s possible to distinguish two basic approches to
causation in the philosophy of Historiography:
Unifictionist approaches advocate a universal
philosphical analysis of causation; a cause is a cause
whether in history or in nature, historiography, or
science. Causal assertions follow the same logical an
dsemantic rules in historigraphy, physics or everday
life. Historians bring revolutions and collusions as
causes, while physicists use revulsions and collisions,
but on a bastract level, their philosophical analysis

may be quite similar.” (23)
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“Some Philosophers of historiography, at least since
the Neo-Kantians, have argued that one of the
distinctive features of historiography as a human rather
than natural science is the type of cause it uses. Since
historiography describes largely, or some would even
claim, exclusively, human actions, historians are
interested in motives, reasons, interests, passions,
beliefs, and so on. Since Historians and their readers,

just like the agents of historical action, are human
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moved by the same types of causes, this allows on
understanding historical causes in a way that natural
causes can never be understood, From within or
emphatically.... therefore causes in historiography are
only in the sense of reasons, never deterministic or
parts of law-like cause-effect regularities, never

sufficient or even necessary”. (24)
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“Herodotus, the father of history, defined his purpose

in the opening of his work: to preserve a memory of

the deeds of the Greeks and the Barbarians, and in

particular, beyond everything else, to give the cause of

their fighting one another. He found few disciples in
the ancient world”. (25)
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being Joined together, or; The connection of isolated facts by a general
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“COLLIGATION. A method of historical intepretation

in which a past event is concidered to have been
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understood when it has been related to the particular
context of events and circumstances in which it
occured. The word colligation was introduced to
vocabulary of critical PHILOSOPHY OF HISTORY
in 1942 by the British Philosopher W. H. Walsh (1942:
133-34) and later popularized in Walsh’s widely read
Philosophy of History: An introduction (1960: 23, 57-
64) as part of the author’s effort to augment the
COVERING LAW theory of historical
EXPLANATION...... Walsh borrowed the word from
the nineteenth-century philosopher  William
Whewell...... Who first introduced colligatin as a

technical philosphical term”. (28)
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“F.R. Ankersmit once argued that colligatory
patterns can be detected in the narratives historians
write, constituting the interpretations they provide
of the events they describe, but they do not really
exist in the past itself”. (29)
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“When the question of the objectivity of historical
knowledge is raised, the issue is one concerning the
accuracy or reliability of that knowledge: but not all
uses of the concept of objectivity are equally
concerned with theis problem, which has to do with
the truth of what is actually affirmed or denied in the
judgments we make..... It is in the sense that we say
that a person has been objective if he has tried not to
let self-interest or fear of anger influence his
judgment”. (31)
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“When Sceptical historians assert the subjective nature

of historical knowledge, it is usually conceived in

relation to scientific knowledge with whose reliability

and objectivity it is contrasted. In other words,

‘objective  knowledge’ is regarded as being

synonymous with ‘scientific knowledge’. But facts are

not, in themselves, given in science either. Just as in

history though not in precisely the same way as in
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history relevent facts are selected by the scientist and
these facts aften only have a meaning within a specific
theorietical framework. Nor is the scienctist in a
postion to unravel ‘the whole truth’ about the
phenomena being studies. Scientific knowledge is
incomplete, too, in the sense that is consist of partial
truths. There is, therefore, no reason for attributing an
especially subjective nature to history because of its

selective and incomplete nature.”(32)
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“David Carr and Paul Ricoeur attacked Mink’s

position (Shared by Arthur Danto, Hyden White, and

Frank Ankersmit.) From a phenomenological point of

view. They argued that narrative inheres already in

life. We perceive everyting narratively, as a story, just

as we can only become aware of a melody by holding
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together the different tones constituing it in our mind.
Indeed, we live and conceive of our lives narratively;
narrative is the ineluctable pattern organizing all our
actions and thinking.” (36)

:p2l Uyt FES e dip LS 35Ky

“Louis Mink was thus operating with a totally false
distinction when he said that stories are not lived but
told. They are told in being lived and lived in being
told. The actions and sufferings of life can be viewed
as a process of telling ourselves tories, listening to
those stories, and acting them out or living them
though.” (37)
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“But there is one problem that neither philosphers nor
historians have looked at very seriousely and to which
literary theoriests have given only passing attention
...... nor is it to say that literary theoriests have naver
studied the structure of historical narratives. But in
general there has been a reluctance to consider
historical narratives as what they most manifestly are:
verbal fictions, the contents of which are as much
invented as found and the forms of which have more in
common whith their counterparts in literature than they

have with those in the sciences.” (38)
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eal LBl 60 b L 2 ks (Left Brain) s
C[(K%JV/I};%@J/L@TLJ!JQcQU':J“;d/dic“_
RTINSy
03 2 o e 35S S e B3 0ot it 1§ 36 e LT s 5
e éﬁ u%-gl%ﬂ bl oLty qujéfi/ “Binary Opposites”
"o s U b ST T A s G L el ol uéf/ e o Bl 23
“Culture and U &/ (Linda Juang) "¢T2 14" . (David Matsumoto)

:ujL/ufyUzJiUlu/fgu;é’./yur:)lﬁuﬁPsychology”

“Over the years, many Scholars have attempted to
define culture. Well ovwr 100 years ago, for example,
Tylor (1865) defined culture as all capabilities and
habits learned as members of a society. Linton (1936)
referred to culture as a scoial heredity. Kroeber and
Kluckholn (1952/1963) defined culture as patterns of
and for behavior acquired and transmitted by symbols,

consituting the distinet acchievements of human
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groups, including their embodiments in artifacts.
Rohner (1984) defined culure as the totality of
equivalent and complementry learned meanings
maintained by a human population, or by identfiable
sygments of a population, and transmitted from one
generation to next.....Beaumeister (2005) defined
cutlure as an information based system that allows

people to live together and satisfy their needs.” (45)
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Ueugd B 1"t (Alex Skinner)” jpu’gl":ﬁ % < Bourdieu”
s S

“Bourdieu, ‘culture’ is no more than a game in which

different classes enforce their particular conceptions of

asethetics in an attempt to set themselves apart from
other classes.”(46)
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Ll g ioi> LU PN e Gun s UF s st S M e
G I Ll e e d L Z e s U S
“In Search of History”: {7 (%, "J‘ .f/y//lj’"anZ_/’/@f;d/&@ub//L A

A s
“When we talk about culture, it includes literature,
paintings, music, dance, sculpture, folklores, festivals,
and celebrations. It creates such traditions, institutions,
values, norms and customs, which become marks of
identification and characteristic of a society and its
members. As culture is created, developed and used
according to the needs of a community, it, on one
hand, makes attempts to sustain, conserve, and
preserve the old traditions and values in the interest of
privileged groups who derive their power and
influence from them. On the other hand, it challenges
out- dated customs and traditions and introduces new
social values to adjust according to the requirements
and change of time. Therefore, society remains in
conflict between forces of continuity and change.
History progresses because of this conflict. It gives
society a new life, a new energy, and a new vitality to
resist and to change. If there is an end to conflict, it

means stagnation, deterioration and decline”. (50)
A KeE S wlor® S 0 E 3 S
(u:}lfg;/t‘)fayuulﬁi&l/vd.}/._{!_‘g&)(lf;l/,@,j!ﬁ})&@fujijr
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e Ut oAl € (Historicism) "¢ i GL Ut oo G2 F) b A L bt
4@_«,&.&&54/?'1 “Historicism” w-ugbér}b"fu”dﬂé%/t‘
RISE N (U 15 [ PSP I B G PR S RV O Y. Z- s
ere 13 FSEt e S B e FeS e bk oS el
/;!:wé/u’:;{@’/ab?l;gjt‘uflfﬁcuﬁﬁﬂg"-"a(gfil)'ub!'&w[;‘a
/rﬁvg"c"/‘é“/mg)/?awuéu"%,l'i;m"_"w“g/u:’jg/;w B I G U d s
Lkor LOD NS G seeF L2 LoD L1t 355 gt S 0 263
(Merriam Webster "J/yﬁ’/}").“)(:ﬁ‘"ufu}u’l_"‘aﬂyb{)/?nbﬁdi’jéawl:

:ujZ{_)ug(}’” Z “Historicism” 54 % Dictionary)

“A theory, doctrine, or style that emphasizes the
importance of history: such as, a: A thoery in which
history is seen as a standard of value or as a
determinant of events, b: A style (as in architecture)
Characterized by the use of traditional form and

elements.” (51)
- L (Historicism) "=2.t" _ (Collins Dictionary) "d/‘ﬁ/é’ﬁf' LA S
:ugfa,;o”

“l. The belief that natural laws govern historical
events which in turn determine social and cultural
phenomena. 2. The doctrine that each period of history
has its own beliefs and values inapplicble to any other,
so that noting can be understood independently of its

historical context. 3. The conduct of any enquity in
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accordance with these views. 4. Excessive emphasis on

history, historicism, past styles, etc.” (52)
gﬁ/uﬁoi‘&‘j’/;i(f;cjﬁc(Cambridge Dictionary) "d/'f@@/'f'{”jy%
(Oxford Learner’s "‘/“/'ﬁ/j S/3) J/ " = L Lo u.‘,?’ & L “Historicism”

:ujéfg;o"ﬁu‘luﬁ:Dictionaries)

“The theory that cultural and social events and

Situations can be explained by history.” (53)

J! ,,,{[j”/?ub $ o7 Ut el  BIE" e 5k 5 (Historicism) "(/“/}vf"
:’/'Historicism'.{;'jLﬁ“u)-‘a,}jg/r‘."u{l “Historicism” S g T LU b
cﬁfﬁgt/(j‘,dﬂu‘w4mﬂ’“g,/5:,m(-‘¢.,.wb»Laﬁ/r‘”‘ug)c,,}f S
Jtmmuf'/?uﬁ,dwJlf+J/u®,oﬁjtﬁ-w£/AWK’Zym(’c.:ﬁé
/gf/?uﬁ,zltbfuu/.a;w_wa“_nguwﬁ,ﬁ'?uLwﬁfurﬁui'aﬂgvﬁl
Ao b U SC S g 35w IS 51 206 (Objectivity) "2y "
/f4"@!;J"£“ Historicism” Lﬁlﬁjcu‘?};&i4/4(Historicism)"o“%/t‘"
u?"rdjdz"/ T Jw‘}w;mf-‘atfav;m,t/»w i:?q/
/f:u,?ziuﬁ/“/L%’d/(Giambattist Vico) " #s 12" ssl (Michel de Montaigne)
(Karl Wihelm Friedrich "J&¥ 4 3 Hu s UK B 2 S S

e LUy ¥ U1t Wikipedia™t, 4 U1y Uiy 2 L2 Schlegel)

"The term historicism (Historismus) was coined by
German philosopher Karl Wilhelm Friedrich Schlegel.

Over time, what historicism is and how it is practiced
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have developed different and divergent meanings.
Elements of historicism appear in the writings of
French essayist Michel de Montaigne (1533-1592) and
Italian philosopher G. B. Vico (1668-1744), and
became more fully developed with the dialectic of
Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831),
influential in 19th-century Europe. The writings of
Karl Marx, influenced by Hegel, also include
historicism. The term is also associated with the
empirical social sciences and with the work of Franz
Boas. Historicism tends to be hermeneutic because it
values cautious, rigorous, and contextualized
interpretation of information; or relativist, because it
rejects notions of universal, fundamental and

immutable interpretations.”(54)

Lﬂgﬁc,é_ndl.»"’ug&QLT&VMG'QL@WLL}&Jé“Historicism”(}"{

st F s SRNILE TN e it g)
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53 Z (German Language) "o\ /2" k3 Y e d“l}f?ﬁl _l}.,.(@lu Ul
o)ﬁrﬁ’id‘id’“sUI;LJJW!/L&LIJUX:_%QTJ&‘//{(!c; “Historismus”

.».fwb" u’.f;i‘t‘hfﬁ“a “Historic™:4d % WL d'/“fl B = (Germany)"§" 2"
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1 S ¢ “ism” 20 A LG -lﬁ’a&&’d/"oﬁ‘" IR DDCU“ Z "JW
teolos S -l b /"‘L “Historismus” 53 /" 2 ;?_.L‘AV.L‘://“Historicism”

:‘Léf d;ugi: U~ “Online etymology Dictionary”

"Historicism (n.) 1856, translating German historismus
(by 1835), from historic + -ism. Given various senses
20c. In theology, philosophy, architecture, etc.also
from 1856. Historic (adj.) 1660s, "of or belonging to
history," probably a back- formation from historical,
perhaps influenced by French historique. Meaning
"what is noted or celebrated in history" is from
1794.Though both historic and historical have been
used in both senses by respected authors, now the
tendency is to reserve historic for what is noted or
celebrated in history; historical for what deals with
history. The earliest adjective form of the word in
English was historial (late 14c., from Late Latin
historialis), which meant "belonging to history; dealing
with history; literal, factual, authentic,” and also "of
historical importance” (early 15c.). -ism word-forming
element making nouns implying a practice, system,
doctrine, etc., from French -isme or directly from Latin
-isma, - ismus (source also of Italian, Spanish -ismo,
Dutch, German -ismus), from Greek -ismos, noun
ending signifying the practice or teaching of a thing,
from the stem of verbs in -izein, a verb-forming
element denoting the doing of the noun or adjective to

which it is attached. For distinction of use, see-ity. The
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related Greek suffix -isma (t) - affects some
forms."(55)
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“Hegel's historicism also suggests that any human
society and all human activities such as science, art, or

philosophy, are defined by their history. Consequently,
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their essence can be sought only by understanding said
history.”(57)
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i T J:ﬁ & 7"«(British School of Diffusionism) "('/')";f $ T J}/” Jj/,"
( Historical "$4+ Q/J u;uL“ " sl (German School of Diffusionism)" >
«( Franz Uri Boas)"gf/;{d/g'jl/' ":uﬁqﬁ”ﬁizi)fg?fu!-uj:Particularism)
Jsif/": (Alfred Louis Kroeber)"4;/J7)2/ﬂ|":(Ruth Benedict)" 5(}}3/'
<«(Robert Fritz Graebner)"%fi}.u/,u"m (Sir Grafton Elliot Smith)" 512k
(Lf'l/c«l.,«éu’e/./?uby'g(Franz Uri Boas)"uj,{d/g'jl/'"uﬁ)’lfw-ujJLﬁ
TG 3 U1 GISE Sus e U o B LT e
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(Jonathan "¢ z u"? t22" s« (Joseph Scruggs)" uf } %"« (Deanna Smith)"
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"Historical particularism was an approach popularized
by Franz Boas as an alternative to the worldwide
theories of socio-cultural development as promoted by
both evolutionists and extreme diffusionists, which he
believed were simply improvable. Boas argued that in
order to overcome this, one had to carry out detailed

regional studies of individual cultures to discover the

90



distribution of culture traits and to understand the
individual processes of culture change at work. In
short, Boas sought to reconstruct the histories of
specific cultures. He stressed the meticulous collection
and organization of ethnographic data on all aspects of
many different human societies. Only after information
on the particulars of many different cultures had been
gathered could generalizations about cultural
development be made with any expectation of

accuracy." (58)
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"Within the context of twentieth century philosophy,
the conflict over whether a-historical and immanent
methodologies such as positivism and linguistic
analysis were sufficient or whether context,
background, and culture are important beyond the
mere need to decode words, phrases, and references.
While post- structural historicism is relativist in its
orientation, that is, it sees each culture as its own
frame of reference, a large number of thinkers have
embraced the need for understanding historical
context. This is not because culture is self-referential,
but because there is no more compressed means of
conveying all of the relevant information except
through history. This view is often seen as being

rooted in the works of Benedetto Croce."(59)
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“In Christian eschatology, historicism is a method of
interpretation of biblical prophecies which associates
symbols with historical persons, nations or events. The
main primary texts of interest to Christian historicists
include apocalyptic literature, such as the Book of
Daniel and the Book of Revelation. It sees the
prophecies of Daniel as being fulfilled throughout
history, extending from the past through the present to
the future. It is sometimes called the continuous

historical view." (60)
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1. THE ANTI-NATURLISTIC DOCTRINES OF HISTORICISM.
2. THE PRO-NATURALLISTICS DOCTORINES OF HISTORICISM.
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3. CRITICISM OF THE ANTI-NATURALISTIC DOCTRINES.
4. CRITICISM OF THE PRO-NATURALISTIC DOCTIRNES.

AUl d s () UFF LS () " ey g K
“Inexorable Laws of Historical Destiny” 12 x| S, sSbdJIUe

w2l NG g e K e Lo 10 2 S0 L il

"In fact, some influential historicist writers have
optimistically foretold the coming of a realm of
freedom, in which human affairs could be planned
rationally. And they teach that the transition from the
realm of necessity in which mankind at present suffers
to the realm of freedom and reason cannot be brought
about by reason but- miraculously only by harsh
necessity, by the blind and inexorable laws of
historical development, to which they counsel us to
submit.” (61)

2o} LYy Gen i e gtk ot L e LU
e 2 AE Tt

"Historicism is a very old movement. Its oldest forms,
such as the doctrines of the life cycles of cities and
races, actually precede the primitive teleological view
that there are hidden purposes behind the apparently
blind decrees of fate. Although this divination of
hidden purposes is far removed from the scientific way
of thinking it has left unmistakable traces upon even

the most modern historicist theories. Every version of
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historicism expresses the feeling of being swept into
the future by irresistible forces." (62)
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“What is historicism? Historicism (or ‘'historism' in this

translation of Curtius' Historismus) is a critical

movement insisting on the prime importance of

historical context to the interpretation of texts of all

kinds. It has enjoyed a long tradition of influence upon

many disciplines of thought, recently experiencing a

lively renewal in contemporary literary criticism. The

most prominent late 20th-century critical fashions,

poststructuralism and postmodernism, have ended up

being understood through the images of history they

imply. Yet this historical turn rejoins a well-worn

tradition of historicism. At present, historicism is

tempted to present itself as ‘new’, the latest way

forward for literary theory. That alone might be a good

reason for a book on it. In addition, though, to briefing

students on the current state of the critical art, a book

on historicism should identify an underlying pattern of
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historical explanation recurring at different times in
different forms”. (63)
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