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Orientalist Thoughts on Islamic Mysticism
(A Focused study on Nicholson, Goldziher and A.J Arberry)
Abstract:

Tasuwuff, or Mysticism, is an essential field of the Islamic civilization. Islamic
Tasuwuffis to purify one's self from the vices and vices of morality and adorn oneself with
morality's virtues. In other words, Islamic mysticism has effectively solved human
psychological and moral problems with the cooperation of religion and spirituality.
However, over time, when different civilizations came together after the spread of Islam,
the real Islamic Tasawuff began to transform. The traditions of other faiths and their
thoughts also influenced the Islamic Tastuwuff. The different religious traditions caused
non-Islamic elements to be included in Islamic Sufism. Therefore, orientalists have
objections that Islamic Sufism is not based on purely Islamic teachings rather, it is based
on religious traditions of Judaism, Christianity, Hinduism, and Buddhism. In this research,
the various thoughts and objections of orientalists have been analysed on Islamic Sufism.
This thesis attempted to answer some questions about how various non-Islamic influences
have affected Islamic Sufism.

This study is divided into four chapters, Chapter 1 is about Sufism's reality, status,
and evolutionary period. Chapter 2, discuss Islamic mysticism, connection of orientalists
with Sufism and reasons for their objections. Chapter 3 discusses Nicholson, Ignaz
Goldziher,and A. J. Arberry's accounts, relics, and orientalist thoughts, and the last chapter
discuss an analysis of orientalist studies on Islamic Tasawuff. This study adopts a
qualitative research paradigm with analytical research methodology to reach conclusion.
The original text of oriental studies has been accessed and analyzed in the Islamic Context.
This study assumes that a good number of studies of the orientalists focus on Sufism in
general and especially on Islamic Mysticism. One more thing highlighted in the study that
mostly orientalist studies observe Islamic Mysticism from sources or apologetic literature.
Therefore, there is a need to understand the orientalists' voices carefully and make a
comprehensive strategy to encounter them on the bases of Islamic Fundamental sources.

Keywords: Islamic Tasawuff, Orientalist Thoughts, non-Islamic Features, Other
Religions Impact, Nicholson, Goldzeher, A. J. Arberry, Response to Western Contribution.
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“Let us first consider the most important external, non-Islamic, influences

Chiristainity, Neoplatonism Jesus said, “You fear a thing created, and it
behoves God that He should save those who fear.”*
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teachings of Christianity. Must be these words are similar to St. Paul, so the
Sufis took it from St. Paul”.?

Nicholson, Reynold, Alleyne, The Mystic of Islam (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul,1975), 10.

2Arthur John , Arberry, An introduction to the History of Sufism,(London: Longmans Green and C0,1996),
55.
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“About the sources of Sufism and the history of Sufism, he says that what
will happen on the history of Sufism is not reliable because its primary and
secondary sources are still unpublished.”?
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“The first figure from the history of Sufism to be introduced into European
literature was Rabia al Adawaiyya the greatest woman saint of the eighth
century : her legned was brought to Europe by Joinville, the chancellor of
Louis IX, in the late thirteenth century. Rabia’s figure was used in a

seventeenth century French treatise on pure love as a model of divine

love.”t.
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“Anyone who teaches, writes about, or researches the orient-and this

applies weather the person is an anthropologist, sociologist, historian or

philologist-either in its specific or its general aspects, is an orientalist, and

what he or she says or does is orientalism”-
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“The term “Orientalism” itself first appeared in the third decade of the 19th

century in France and usually it referred to the European attitudes towards

the Middle Eastern cultures. By extension, it covers the range of attitudes

to all traditional and philosophical ideas of Asian countries. While used in

many different senses, the word Orientalism” as a neutral descriptive term

may simply mean the scholarly studies of the languages and texts of the

Orient”? .
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“Most of information about oriental spirituality,however was derived from
the translations of Persian classical poetry saadi’s Gulistan has been one of
the favorite books of European intellectuals since Adam Olearius produced
its complete translation into German in 1651.”!
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1Schimmel Annemarie, Islam an Introduction,(USA: State University of New York.1992), 32.
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“Uruch Beg (also spelled Oruch), later known by his baptized name of Don
Juan (1560-1604) was a late 16th and early 17th century Iranian figure in
Iran and Spain. He is also known as Faisal Nazary. A native of Iran, and
from the Bayat Qizilbash clan™?.
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“He later moved westward, settled in Spain, and became a Roman Catholic.
There he wrote an account of Iran, his involvement there with Shah Abbas
I, and his journey to Spain in the Persian embassy to Europe (1599-1602).
He was killed in 1604 during a street fight.Don Juan was the son of Sultan
Ali Beg, who was the brother of the Iranian ambassador Husain Ali Beg™2.
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"Herbert was born to a Yorkshire family Several of Herbert's ancestors were
aldermen and merchants in that area such as his grandfather and benefactor,
Alderman Herbert (d. 1614) and they traced a connection with the Earls of
Pembroke. After attending Tonbridge School, he is said to have studied at
Trinity College, Cambridge, and Jesus College, Oxford (1621), but

! Fisher, et al. The Cambridge History of Iran,(London:Cambridge University Press.1960),387.
2W. E. D. Allen,Bulletin of the School of Oriental Studies,(London: University of London ,1930),179-186.
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afterwards removed to Cambridge, through the influence of his Uncle Dr
Ambrose Akroyd”!.
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In 1627 William Herbert, 3rd Earl of Pembroke, procured his appointment
in the suite of Sir Dodmore Cotton, then starting as ambassador for Persia
with Sir Robert Shirley. Sailing in March they visited the Cape,
Madagascar, Goa and Surat; landing at Gambrun on the Persian coast (10
January 1628), they travelled inland to Ashraf and thence to Qazvin, where
both Cotton and Shirley died, and whence Herbert made extensive travels
in the Persian hinterland, visiting Kashan, Baghdad and Amol. On hisreturn
voyage Herbert touched at Ceylon, the Coromandel Coast, Mauritius and St
Helena. He reached England in 1629, travelled in Europe in 1630-1631,
married in 1632 and retired from court in 1634 (his prospects perhaps
blighted by Pembroke's death in 1630); after this he resided on his Tintern
estate and elsewhere until the English Civil War, when he sided with
Parliament.He later published an account of his travels?.
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! Chisholm, Hugh. "Herbert, Sir Thomas". Encyclopadia Britannica, (LondonCambridge University

Press,1911), Vol. 13 (11th ed.), 340.
2 ibid.,
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“Fryer was the oldest son of William Fryer of London. On 13 July 1664,
he matriculated at Trinity College, Cambridge, from which he graduated as
a Bachelor of Medicine in 1671, then becoming a Fellow-Commoner at
Pembroke College, Cambridge on 23 July the same year. In 1672 he was
appointed as a surgeon for the British East India Company, to be paid "50s.
per month to commence at his arriveall”, and on 9 December 1672 sailed
from Gravesend on the Unity. While en route, at Johanna (Nzwani) in the
Comoro Islands, he made important observations concerning the
antiscorbutic qualities of oranges and limes. He arrived on 26 June 1673 at
Masulipatnam (now Machilipatnam), the earliest English settlement on the
Coromandel Coast, and sailing onwards from there to Madras, ultimately
arrived at Bombay one year after leaving England?®”.
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"Fryer remained in the east for eight years, returning to England in August
1682, where he married and had at least one daughter, Anna Maria
Sanderson. In 1697 he was elected Fellow of the Royal Society, and in 1698
his "Abstract with Some Reflections on a New Account of East-India and
Persia" was published in the Society's transactions, the same year as his
magnum opus, A new account of East-India and Persia. Fryer died on 31
March 1733 at his Bread Street home in All Hallows parish, London™?.

! Sidney lee, Dictionary of National Biography, (London: Smith, Elder & Co, 1901),215-217.
2 Herbert, Sir Thomas, Encyclopadia Britannica, (USA: Horace Everett Hooper.1911),211.
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et
Fryer's books provide contemporary accounts of Mughal India, southern
India, and Persia, where he visited Isfahan and the southern parts of the

country, with accurate observations in geology, meteorology, and natural
history™™..
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A New Account of East India and Persia beging Nine years travels (1672-1681)
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“For we orientalists in this generation are sill in many respect on the
position of the classical scholars of the Renaisssance.it devolves upon u for
our times to make the greatest possible provision for the requirements of
our successors™?,
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of Sufism .Nicholson , However understood that the early ascetic movment

can be explained without difficulties from its Islamic roots and that ,

therefore , the original from of Sufism is * a native product of Islam itself.”

Since Islam grew out of a soil in wich ancient oriental, Neoplatonic and

Chiristain influences were strong , a number of secondary influences may
have worked upon Islam even in its earliest phase™.
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“Ignaz Goldziher did not anticipate that the readers of his books would be
Muslims, because he addressed the readers of the West only. In the eyes of
Muslims, to say so is a serious criticism of Islam. In addition, like all
Western writers who have written on Islam, GoldZiher discusses in the
Qur'an and Hadith some of the strange effects of the Age of Ignorance. This
subject is also very painful for Muslims” *.
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“Indian influence is evidenced by some literary works, and it is manisfested
by the admission od hindu elements into the gamut of muslim religious
ideas.in the second Islamic century , when the vigorous activity of
translators expended .... specifically Buddhist works were also translated
into Arabic?,
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2 Goldziher, Ignaz, Introduction to islamic Theology and Law,141.
3 https://ww. mukaalma.com/21115/tasawwuf (Accessed.22-03-2022)
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“Occeasionally even the Sufi mystical doctrine were pervaded by this
cult.Moreover in proportion as they were removed from orthodoxy...that
Christian had deep connections with the Arabs and that Christian,s
intellectual background was very strong from the Arabs, so his thoughts and
ideas had an impact on the Arabs..”!
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“Orientalists, the like of Reynold A. Nicholson (1951 and 1975), E.G.
Browne (1951), and the writings of Ignaz Ignaz Goldziher as compiled by
J.S. Trimingham (1949), have caused untold damage to Islamic su6ism by
their insidious innuendoes about tasawwuf not being Islamic, but an
assimilation of Greek, Persian, Hindu, Buddhist, and other non-Islamic

philosophy”?2.
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During the fifth century of the Hijar, when the veneration of saints with all
its excesses dominated the world of Islam , there lived a muslim mystic

! Goldziher ,Introduction to islamic Theology and Law,140.
2 Abdullah ,Mohd syukri Yeoh,Tasawwuf: An Impetus to Islamic Revivalism in the Malay world,

TAWARIKH 2, no. 2 (2011):175-190.
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called Samnun and surnamed al Muhibb, the loving one, he who is sunk in
the love of Allah.?
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“I am an academic scholar, but I have come to realize that pure reason is
unqualified to penetrate the mystery of Gods light, and indeed. If too fondly
indulged interpose on impenetrable veil between the heart and God. The
world in which we live is certainly full of shadows. I have had my full share
of personal sorrows and amities, and | am as actually aware as the next man
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of appealing danger threating man kind. But | have experienced the Divine
light, I need not wish for any higher grace”?
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“The name was derived from suf , and was originally applied to those
Muslim ascetics who imitation of Christian hermits , clad themselves in
coarse woolen grab as a sign of penitence and renunciation of worldly
vanities™-
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“Any one acquainted, however slightly, with the mystical poetry of Islam
must have remarked that the aspiration of the soul towards God is expressed,

as in almost the same terms which might be used by an Oriental Anacreon
or Herrick™?,
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! Nicholson,The Ideal of personality in Sufism. 4.
2 Nicholson, The Mystics of Islam, 102.
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“Ibn al —Arabi claims that Islam is peculiarly the religion of love , inasmuch
as the Prophet Mohmammad is called God’s beloved ,but though some

traces of this doctrine occur in the Koran , its main impulse was

unquestionably derived from Christianity”!.
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“Any one acquainted, however slightly, with the mystical poetry of Islam
must have remarked that the aspiration of the soul towards God is expressed,
as a rule, in almost the same terms which might be used by Oriental
Anacreon or Herricjk™?,
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In 1201 Ibnc Arabi wa s inspired to perform the pilgrimage to Mecca. It was
there that he met a highly accomplished young Persian lady . Enraptured by
her beauty and intelligence , he composed the Tarjuman al-ashiodg, "The
Interpreter of Longing, " graceful verses written in the best tradition of
classical Arabic poetry.?
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“Thus sir Jones speculated, basing his theories on an

acquaintance with the mysticism of the Persian poets only” 2.
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“The sufi conception of the passing away of individual self in universal
being is certainly , | think ,of Indian origin .Its first great exponent was the
persion mystic , bayazid of Bistm , who may have received it from his
teachers,abu ali of sind™*.
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“For the earliest period influences from Turkestan are much more
important, as Richard Hartmann has shown.lgnaz Golziher had already

pointed out paralled traditions in Islamic mystical tales and Buddhist
stories.”4,
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“One of those who bore the chiefpart in its developments, Dhu’1-Nun the Egyptian,

is described as a philosopher and alchemist.In other word, a student of Hellenistic
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“It is by no certain that Plotinus was ever translated anto Arabic, and in any case,
it seems that if any Greek authors excerised a real direct influence on the Arab

L. Nicholson, The Mystics of Islam , 12-13
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mystic , none of whom is known to have been personally acquainted with Greek,
they are more likely to have been late syncretists™?.
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“It is not so much honest scholarship, as the worst form of the sectarian
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bigotry™ *.
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“That the first foundation and basis of knowledge of Al-Kalam, Figh and

Sufism is the Holy Quran and the sunnah™ .
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“The arguments which he has given for making Sufism a Hindi source are not
satisfactory and these arguments are insufficient to claim him”4 .

J_/df;dfu’lu!ujuﬁ}&;‘yuw%&f/ﬂ)}?éLéu!};ﬁdﬁf::{dr‘jd‘_g}?

-uj&%d’/ﬂ}d éé
st Arberry

“No one tried to make Sufism a Hindi source except Max Horten, but the
proponents of his arguments, or the inferences he made, contradicted his
own claim, and its purpose. And the style is contradictory. Masnavin, on the
other hand, calls Hallaj a monotheist™®.
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http:/ireligion.asianindexing.com/index.php?title=Al-Idah/(Accessed 21-02-2022)

2 Arberry, An introduction to the history of Sufism,32.

3 Niehasson, The Idea of personality in Sufism ,8-9.

4 Schimmel . Annemarie .Mystical Dimension of Islam, (The University of North Carolina Press .1975), 33
® Arberry, An introduction to the history of Sufism,31.
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“A part from the fact that Sufism like every other religions movement in
Islam, has its roots in the Quran and Sunnah and cannot be understand
unless we study it from the source upwards™?.
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“The identity of two beliefs does not prove that one is generated by the other, they
may be the result of a like cause” 2.
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! Nicolson. The idea of personality in Sufism, 4.
2 Nicolson. Selected poems from the Diwani Shams Tabrezi. (USA: ibex publishers,2001) ,65
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“Many Gospel texts and apocryphal saying of Jesus are cited in the oldest
sufi biographies™!.
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“The name was derived from suf , and was originally applied to those
Moslem ascetics who,in imitation of Christian hermits , clad themselves in
coarse woolen grab as a sign of penitence and renunciation of worldly
vanities™.
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! Nicholson.The Mystics of Islam, (G Bell and Sons LTD. 2006):10.
2 Nicholson,The Ideal of personality in Sufism ,4.



192

‘awr”' J;gﬂu“’ruf‘¢,$/;y,;4‘¢n5it¢ggw£Jrﬁ&/@/é%
&b U usidls £ ‘a(»"“ S Ustloe ot ot sC 7 e 42 sos s
JE &l

By et uj EN( ujfiv’-f_ujtﬁw/ LIS Szt u’é’/:"u?
2 Pl r® N1 e s Seflaf L g1UZ Sl W o
ey

s e gaie Sl e Lie LU § 8P i b
éljﬁvﬂéi/ﬁﬂ{f‘jytﬂﬂ%'z&chrgk-u?c«k*’jd/ (W'#u‘wc«/”)g,@«e
22 Nk ok d LSS 51w

u’%ﬁ,f_,e‘gauyc,/.ﬁ'mjugugéfgﬂmu:..5#7fu“rég/ufg
=#,» J“The Mystics of Islam *Cf@l‘fﬁ-‘a,vKaL&”d/ (Mcko/»“_:,/”?
:,gzlu“zufdr‘jdilf‘ld//r‘ju’lfujﬁ;/?ﬁ'?;éu’u:ujlg,;’u-uj?_/(/’ﬁ'%«yfvg{,
:ugziv/g;é_1iuup,_€_

“Any one acquainted, however slightly, with the mystical poetry of Islam
must have remarked that the aspiration of the soul towards God is expressed,
as in almost the same terms which might be used by an Oriental Anacreon
or Herrick™3.
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! Nicholson, The Mystics of Islam,65.
2 Ibid,67.
3 Ibid,102.
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“Ibn al-Arabi claims that Islam is peculiarly the religion of love , inasmuch
as the Prophet Mohmammad is called God’s beloved ,but though some
traces of this doctrine occur in the Koran , its main impulse was
unquestionably derived from Christianity”!.
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“Walking forward, he met three more people who were thinner than the first ones
and had yellow faces. When asked who brought you to this point? So he said: Desire
for heaven. The answer to the first three was fear and the answer to the second three
was acceptance. Hazrat Isa (AS) said: Jannah is the creation of Allah. You desire

His creation for the sake of Allah. Allah will surely bring you to this place. He went
ahead and met three more men. They were thinner and yellow-faced than the first

Ulbid.111.
2 Nicholson, The Ideal of personality in Sufism,32.
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two. When you asked them about this situation. How did you get lucky? So he said:
Allah's love has brought us here. He said to Jesus: You are the closest to Allah” 1,
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“One of those who bore the chief part in its developments, Dhu’1-Nun the

Egyptian, is described as a philosopher and alchemist.In other word, a

student of Hellenistic science’?.
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“Though litter direct evidence is available, the conspicuous place occupied
by the theory of gnosis in early Sufi speculation suggests contact with
Christian Gnosticism, and it is worth noting that the parents of Ma’ruf al
Jkarkhi, whose definition of Sufism as  the apprehension of divine realities

, was quoted on the first page of this Introduction ,are said to have been

Sabians™?.

sl e S B g Fe 7 2SS ey 2]
WS E AL F K St e g el U2 5P
u;JﬂyK“/g,/i4J/G7(ﬂ)¢ "y PSP S e S Sl e
=AU & Qlons S ‘akﬂfuﬁ;/; Lqﬂuéuu%g Lo 2 LS

.nyc;c[,db'%i&/gr‘jgff LU S snr JEIE

el PO G S e s r e W S5 s 5508 Sunir® by
é‘gz/(jﬂuﬁ!fL(lﬁ%,T,J/U“?L//J,JuVQK(”;M@/J;,/”?/?M£J3;4u’;:c‘_
awL(M%k/ﬁg/fgﬂwjmum&gw.m_dngw.J_,Téf L1
rk/fc,p&ﬁ,w(wwLL/G,g;,ajmé,u,/t-é’t,@%(fﬂ(i;fw;zi
Lot ord $re i Qs e o8 Lo tneb b Ur Frrebib qs
.pb"uJ("’;w:(iu,tcfu?&wL‘f@mu?Ku:fw.?um&,mf{_mfuz,/s
_L}?.ﬁu&lxjuugén
E ik ;;i;g/’?%m;&lb‘Lu’lgugfjmﬁLd}(Ufc‘_d&?’,é
_ T.g;lzLJu,tu;z(”uﬂLu/léw-u.u‘?.Q/ﬂ;t@(jr4t,fz+uzm{;1;f -
I u/i:{n;rﬂ»)l,}ﬁ/jc«f}aﬁuJ_;Tuﬁ&!//;!gzdg’;%&/,éﬁ;((ylf!
EAL P FB ol P v s Srabul s ey F O Fung

!lbid ,14-
2 Nicholson, the Mystics of Islam,16-17



197

AP £JL&‘/J_;T;?:£ U1 »uuﬂ;:gL}Lrwlﬁlp/fgp-LBuﬁ)()”uf
Jdé&

S St p r’zi,:a,J/U)"V“ T 96 25 sl bs I G L/g/é;/?,/u{/ué
fg_uw.f;“*’é_ul4uu’;/,u_§_|g}|u2%Km&jfd%,uuu“u/?auﬁggﬂf;.fd/f/
K39 Siblee “gg;}f”é.tﬂé-‘atﬁf}vc:ﬁwmu@ﬂLut«)m;ujf;gﬂ
et Svdee Mg 6o L LU betef s SIS Sl L tstea sty
J&.fé{. LayfuJ.%;(L?uu_§_/1;;jfgq;;buéuzgdyﬁdwwc‘_gw:@c;
_ng;/ﬁgf/v)

Dk u:gjbépﬁjbdﬁ. S

&y o) .,g_‘at'/u.lg/;l/l’m{ﬂjﬂfcLiid:;l'ﬁ/l:J.’.@.JJ}‘JU'U#I
Lot el b/ 93 (1883 - 1962 )0/ ks 1 (Louis Massignon) ¢/
o gl Jy U e 78 T &wiu‘nfcg/fwtffzv_lfrwg’i‘%
b B K wer b (Lexically) §# UfuT 6009 (Sl ois goind
Luf}ﬁ‘lewi(W1f:ﬁJ¢,:;bg/,mf“ﬁwwu’f’;gﬂﬁ%u‘@f&fﬂ%Lcruf
Go7 Lol o2V ETUF B 62 S0 e GG el Sal7t]
2urdord

J:JGT:CJ}‘J_‘LV/KZ'/.JWU/?M/:L fm&u!é;véé,nqﬂh{lrm
3l (Fkt sl &lwmf’c&ww%f)uﬁrt»?wf/ufﬂr:uwug}"»{uﬁuy
e S e §10 LY 32 U S Fb(specialization) A3 .07 Se s
Kuf:’réufuuaic,L&'dwuﬁffw&/:duc_LwL&w.{lu’fWLuédj

Ton 2R 2

2 Voll, John (.The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Islamic: London Oxford University press,2022)34



198

UAUtesr S S . olotie Uge s Ut n L(excellence) ol t7./3
ce b b L frie i e dre i S

b L Jei b st 1 s 5010 stk E sl & i
u@t(lﬁu;uh-u}(tﬁdédﬁff qj/,lJ}JuH‘:‘/";fi.{;jL&ﬂ/’
L1/ sMohamed peace be upon him.svgy i V-V AR
Gt e T s A G

uz‘uiutuﬁdwdué_/ﬁy?uw,4;610‘/7:4;&)5;9,%@//@%
e a0 e S d P E GG F S s )
G ST LU b S b b F ST L BT e it Ll L&
Lt §E P u1;661_éanf&zdngJ%é‘;L(u/uugéu}w
yﬁd#lﬁufiﬁ‘%lu%LbLfm Coienl L v EHIAI UL e
PN Indnd TUtusb e, L& nef s lbrsz & 8 25 JeS
;fmld/rjlu)ufwfe“;“%uu’(:al,é’ju(ﬂ/ﬁ)v Jruf@mméiufujuffm
S S S ZTL’L@KJ}J:W sz e Sl n & JU M 22 (“u
L0 LU Tl S & St U g Aol L U r?

Ry ugL/uy.H”}Lué/ﬁérwmﬁf_dyﬁgfuwzdﬁf.,{t
e L S /Aﬂ ateUi S(orthodox islam)Tupuigt J1os S
12 02w S s 0 F o 3 s s L b i L
2_‘LquﬂbLm4g:{,/}LL/J/&;%KJJF{,J?&WQJI

T e LN Rl f A b edle 1S e 16T Pty
(e A S L e AL i e dTer e,
s Lo su ENIAL U o L R s Jd S e 1 E & S S =it

134@?‘1”:3;7‘11’)6?'1
2 Schimmel, Annemarie, Sufism, 65.



199

WAL T IE I 15 1S Pt Ugonilor® § A o sl B s
I 7l c):ng/(Wl¢w&;/G; &M :)Ué-w//d/lg4!4}1’gu£l;;;‘g,zdﬂ5£
Pl el Lo Hind 2 e U VL UF e KU i s S I
e ELUAUATT LI b ind” Urse zitag JT3essd e LTS
bt R & Sy o6 LB G Lo U E U SbE 0 S f S
L
e LG AU B RS
JL;TKU};’///J(’"'J!f‘a.‘?u/t,?Ltgtl.c/wu(u};’f/(ufﬂuuéfdl}l’lu{}”
eSS AME L & S Sl F Lnsb sl n G AL pibon®
IS P S S LfvﬁJ;5zlﬁw!&i(Wl/{%:/5!(}’JgJlﬁcﬁ(ﬂ/l
e ;g,,-g.;yud»,ﬁm&/ U B B e e hamsPrsl dost S sl
(le?m;ﬁl?u( quLeru/t&gmrw‘.}yﬁd WAE s A Z i oLz -
£ GetiinTon S F 12 G A o S LU e f G ahai i
4L b S o JH‘ S g b $ Ui £ S S
BN A TG U L S ”.,CQ;LWLJ:@JJU,;;W,JuTLJyﬁdM
e S g e L st s S

uﬁul_Lnﬁw’/%;uﬁ,b/ugnéw_‘g “« 957 Q;g&ﬂi,;édrﬁduﬂi

Sy S Tl 57 K S “/C'”L/"Q;v_ﬁuéu/w,ltgdﬁ/?‘ Ll
SulsF ce st FEain Sl sl U S e Lol S S £
by S bl ot e iz nd S pas# KJu:@;/L/;g‘;aﬁ/ﬁw&T}fLu%
LIPS B Ui i SU PN Z SO S s S5 2 S
("’m&’@t’_faui‘c,;?&ridimlf’/m@ Kd/ﬁé,qthflufifjuf,lgw‘

496-97(1986Js i J 5 1y ez g abrsslef 27 !



200

s L Ul BEINS 137 -t e S48 oS $1.2r G s K5 2352
e

d//;/f{.l,«é@{“f;”u%&n/b/u:JG}M’Z?I} O 2 31 L v s ai L P
2 I E oS FTLE 20206 3 i b Ui — e Fo ik
;‘ji,««‘f)&@d/uml?_/,éWi{_}dﬁ?{.{,ubd{cgbu»}éuf&!}‘%luﬁ. LS,
AR LS S Y G S F LB SIS,

:,L’l?./ujuuu_fnugf,:/;f;fcg.»L%J%Jtsm:ﬁ,uum.&(ww"/'
Ln(‘fuuyni“c‘u@j/,ugmum ”J?1411,4u,)46ﬁr£ “jq}fjr”,w{
sy B L Lo S e~ SIS ot M bne A L1y
Gl K&udju:Ju“»Lmdg-éfd"lpu“b»@u/éfgj/?u,/»;ﬁzimum
Y ,»L“«uﬂ"nuf e S v/ :ﬁwﬁdumz-‘gdsLLn»/’uUuu:ﬁ;ldI
e 03 3 b o 5 a9 TR SVE Son s s D LIS KU
ywé“/Jfgm,@.,gbsuézid/ug,u,ﬁuufumjvL@ﬁﬂ;;mwg/ﬂ
e wti NI L SE UE 1 25 s aor ol L%@u&wdu&w,_uj
S i

RS I D ST T I G, S-S L | SO g vges b I
It Al 35 AT S F s AU U2 S sy
FE L s uu_LnJL»“wu;}?u:Ju,?;J""”‘;J/“Mm‘;,up,L;w,»v
Qi dE AR St

G O3 I e E S S WS E b 5 2 s
LN BU LK siin et IS T2 i U S U e untd_s
LG LN L S e L b & Fap £t 36 o G

! GoldzZiher , Introduction of Islamic Theology and Law, 204.



201

/d;@/“.f,}a//“&“u.,{u,/'&fKuu.._eytgu’/,bd"(_j’guw’uLut?./,;u,u&‘d;df“
o T i LI AP s S G By 22 366 LS
BT S Bis

2y L L1 L s ui‘(u,d,w“zj}'(p” Gl WS
_‘ng.:e?,

e 23 AEE MG e AL Pl Uy 53 b G S b6 s 0T
L&“;wv{y/’&c‘_g‘uéﬂg Zo S8 Lm-fdyﬁffwiw
St A i S coblf en il sn-e (Fol o 2 ey en ]
- /M:’i,’%ltf;ujfi‘f
L i

“We are unlikely to have even as much confidence as Dozy regarding a

large part of the hadith , but will probably consider by far the greater part

of it as the result of the religious , historically and socially development of
Islam during the first two centuries”?
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“Thus Sir Jones speculated, basing his theories on an acquaintance with the

mysticism of the Persian poets only” 1.
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“All that is known of it was communicated by a certain dervise, who

travelled into European countries and who gave this account of his initiation

in the mystery”?.
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“But it cannot be pretended that anything really satisfactory has
materialized. The reason for this is not far to seak. | am going to lay it down
now, as a fundamental principle , that no even partially complete account of

the origins and development of sufi doctrine and practice can be written in

our present stage of knowledge™?.
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“If the world has to wait for another eight years before the whole story of
Sufism can be finally and completely told perhaps it is not too much to hope
that the generation which will produce it will be a generation of men and
women released from the feat of war and want, a generation that has
returned to the true understanding of spiritual values and to the application
of mystical truths to everyday life” 2.
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“For we orientalist in this generation are still in many respects in the
position of the classical scholars of the Renaissance. It devolves upon us for
our time to make the greatest provision for the requirement of our
successors®.”
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“To some of my audience it may appear disappointing... that more
profitable results can be looked for in a concentration or preparing the
materials for our successors to wrote with, than in a well-meaning but
premature attempt to dogmatize on the basis of insufficient evidence”?
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“It is unhappily the case that a very large volume, perhaps even the greater
volume of the primary and secondary material indispensable to the scientific
analysis of the Sufi movement is still unpublished, being contained in
manuscripts scattered over the libraries of Europe, Africa and Asia.”!,
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“ 1 must own to an even appreciation of the work of those scholar, chief
among them my own murshid prof Nicholson who have disciplined their
ambitions to undertake what is perhaps a less spectacular but certainly a
more generally serviceable task, the task namely of preparing sound edition
and accurately notated translation of primary document of sufism. If next
generation of orientalists successfully did this, then we will be able to
understand true history of Sufism” 2
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“For he had no opportunity of studying those primary documents in Arabic
which have still to be completely explored and which afford the only
reliable basis for constructing an ancestry of Sufism”?.
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“Let it be clearly understood that so far as the constructing of a history of
Sufism is concerned these attractive generation make in reality very little
solid matter and personally | could recommended that a trace be called to
all such speculations for at least a generation , so that meanwhile all possible
energy can be concentrated upon the main task in hand , the only task
appropriate to the thorough going specialist ,the description and analysis of
Sufi doctrine and practice on the basis of Islamic sources and Islamic

sources only’?,
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“It goes without saying that the most important of all preliminaries must be

a very thorough knowledge of the Quran, Traditions and the important
schools of Muslims theology” *.
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“It follows as a natural consequence that they are not best qualified to study
Sufism whose attitude to religion, in general, or to Islam, in particular, is
conditioned by hostility or bigotry nor in truth, if I may be allowed to make
this point, will those Muslims be ideally fitted to take up this research who

find themselves unable to appreciate the mysticism of other faiths than their
own” 2,
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“Like an encyclopedia, it will need to be compiled by a number of experts,

each specializing in a particular aspect of the subject .but it will also require

an editor whose difficult responsibilities it will be to give the whole work

balance and to resolve such inconsistencies as are bound to arise from the
conflict of expert view...”!
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