
The present study intends to explore some of the contemporary issues of Language and Power that 

are critically embedded in the dialectics of dominance and resistance and being effected through 

discursive practices. With these underpinnings, this study focuses on the tense and strained 

relationship between America and Venezuela and the consequences of such relationship in the form 

of resistant discourse emanating from the speeches and interviews of former Venezuelan President 

Hugo Chavez. Critical Discourse Analysis as a theoretical construct in Van Dijk’s framework will 

be applied to analyze the resistant discourse of as many as five speeches and two interviews of 

Chavez in order to view it against the background of the hegemonic discourses of America; is 

neighbor to Venezuela and economically and politically more powerful. 

The thesis seeks to explore the implications of the rhetoric of resistance of the former Venezuelan 

president in order to determine how it forges a counter discourse to the hegemonic discourse. The 

study also attempts to determine how it not only tries to accuse America of injustice but also seeks 

to make the world rethink about the socio-political changes that have been brought through 

resistant rhetoric. From the perspective of CDA, such counter discourses can be of great help 

towards effecting a viable social change in the present consumerist age of international politics, as 

such this study is of a valuable contribution to the volume of research already available in this 

area. 


