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Abstract
Title: The Theory of Alienation and Urdu Literature: A Study of Marxist Theory of

Alienation in Selected Urdu Novels.

The theme of my MPhil thesis is to study the notion of Marxist alienation in
literature, its elements and impacts as well.

Karl Marx's theory of alienation was first introduced in 1844. In his view,
inadequate wages of labor are the sole cause of laborer's alienation, which alienates
him in four ways; alienation from labor, yield, society and from human needs. The
nature of this is analytical. Alienation is a social problem and has been widely
discussed in literature as well. It is an inquiry into the causes and consequences of
alienation in Urdu novels. The study also illustrates the forms of alienation in Urdu
novel tradition as exists in English novels. This study investigates the various forms
of alienation in Urdu novels. It is a genre of literature that portrays the conditions of
our society, their constructive factors and their effectiveness. It analyzes the
implications of Marxist forms of alienation and how selected authors describe
laborer, the product of laborer, and social and cultural alienation. It is a narrative
against capitalism, describing education, illness, unemployment, politics, ignorance
and selfishness.

Fire Area (1994) depicts the exploitation of coal workers and their social
alienation. Describing the unemployment, politics, ignorance and selfishness, this
evil is a narrative against the capitalism. Jahanumi Log (2001) is a story of the poor
condition of day laborers, social degradation, lack of service and helplessness. Khas
o Khashaak Zamane (2010) is a representation of various aspects of alienation and
dehumanization under historical, political, social, economic, religious and gender

narratives and meta-narratives. Neli Bar (2017) shows the exploitation and

vii



selfishness of society as a result of the nexus of feudalism, capitalism and religiosity
in Pakistani society.

This research defines the causes of Marxist alienation, its effects and the myth
ofhelplessness in the novels, which unravels the chaos in society, human values and
the degraded lifestyle of humans through Marxist analysis. The decline of humanity
due to ignorance, health issues, employment, sex, theft, corruption, murder, civil strife,
homelessness, politics, religion, imperialism, capitalism and semi-feudalism has
been described by these novelists widely. These novelists have retold the tale of
declining humanity in the selected novels. This research is an attempt to open new
gateways to future research and discussion. My viewpoint is that researchers and can
do MPhil level research work based on the nature and shades of alienation in other

Urdu fictional genres.
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Jhe does not affirm himself but denies himself,does not feel
content but unhappy,does not develop freely his physical
and mental energy but mortifies his body and ruins his
mind. The worker only feels himself outside his work,and
in his work feels outside himself.His labor is therefore not

voluntary,but coerced; it is forced labor. "
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The estrangement inherent in the nature of labor by not

considering the direct relationship between the work

(labor) and production, It is true that labor produced for the

rich wonderful things but for the worker it produces

privation,It produce healthy but for the worker, deformit."”
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An 1mmediate consequence of the fact that man is

estranged from the product of his labor from his life

activity from his species— being, is the arrangement of man

from man. When man confronts himself, he confronts the

(A
other man.
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In estranging from man (1) nature and (2) himself his own

active functions, his life activity, estranged labor estranges

the species from man.First it estranges the life of the

species and individual life, and secondly it makes

individual life in its abstracts from the purpose of the

. . . (rn
species, likewise in its abstracts and estranged form.
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The animal is immediately one with its life activity. It does
not distinguish itself from it .It is its life activity .Man
makes his life activity itselfthe object of his will and of his

. . . .. rr)
consciousness. He has conscious life aCthIty.
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Marx, When expounding this phenomenon draw attention to

the fact that man in his labor is fundamentally different from

animals engaged in various task reminiscent of work. The

animal always creates only to meet the needs of his own

. 1 rm)
species in accordance with its demands.
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