
This study focuses on language as a site of resistance in transgressive texts. These texts are taken 

as resistants to colonialism that offer meaning-making possibilities through the exploration of 

language strategies, and simultaneously allow the expansion of cognitive domain for seeing things 

from the perspective of wholeness as opposed to segregation. This quest for wholeness invites me 

to study the language strategies with focus on metonyms, dead metaphors and live metaphors that 

provide insight into colonialist practices and pave the way for anti-colonial spaces and new truths. 

In the context of the continuing colonial phase in new and covert ways, this study brings forth the 

reactive and proactive modes of resistance posited by the language strategies accordingly. Unlike 

the metonyms and dead metaphors, the transformational, reflexive, anti-colonial and proactive 

resistance prompted by the live metaphors increases chances for engagement in humanness and at 

the same time displays the capacity for correcting the myopic vision. Contrary to the metonymic 

mapping, the metaphorical mapping involves the connection between two distinct mental domains 

which accounts for the extension in meaning-making especially in the case of live metaphors. 

This study seeks to broaden the primal difference between the live and dead metaphors and the 

opposite roles that they play in the context of anti-colonial resistance and possible extension of 

cognitive abilities. Depending upon the reciprocal relationship between linguistic and thinking 

patterns, this research furthers the argument that language has the power either to extend mental 

capabilities or mislead or destroy these that would annihilate peaceful existence in the world. The 

positive impact of the study relates to the transformational possibilities associated with the 

language strategies. The tensions within language strategies address the issues of segregation, 

exclusion, voice and power and the release of tensions provides hope and promise for the peaceful 

integration of ethnic varieties in multicultural backdrop. 


