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Abstract

In Urdu language, we find that on the back of Feminine language
discrimination, these are the distinct factors: the life style of the Indian
women, lack of education, religious cults, rites and rituals, whims and
whimsicalities, omens, charms and incantations and the veil culture
that excludes them from public life and social intermixing. Moreover,
in Indian culture, we find different and varied sections and factions of
womenfolk such as maids, prostitutes, whors, and keeps on one hand
and on the other, we see the ladies of elite class and of high ups who
have altogether different life style, culture and mind set. The Concept
of “Patiwarta”is a Hindu custom but unfortunately, it is also in vogue
in Muslims. Its details can be read in the book of Moulana Ashraf
Thanvi titled “Behishti Zaiver.” In Urdu Feminine Language, there are
thousands of references about the day to day activities and
engagements. In Feminine Language, we find various proverbs
associated to house hold matters, songs of rainy season, Hina custom in
weddings called myrtle rubbing, songs on the departure of the bride,
and the words of rebuke, reproach, joke and taunt. In the First chapter
of this thesis, the proverbs, maxims, idioms, discriminative phrases,
basic identifications, riddles, metaphors, allusions and allegories are
discussed pre 1857. In the first part of the Second Chapter, the
specialization, particularities and bisection of Feminine Language pre
1857 are discussed in the light of the Lexicon and grammatical rules.
In the Second Part, the light has been thrown on the idioms and
proverbs of Feminine Language from the books such as Farhang- e-
Asfia, Lughat- un- Nisa, Insha-e-Hadi -un- Nisa, Makhzan - ul-
Mahawerat, and from Amir- ul- Lughat. The Third Chapter deals with
the proverbs and phrases about Feminine Language from the earlier
period of Urdu novels. The writings of earliest novelists such as Ratan
Nath Sarshar, Abdul Halim Sharar, Deputy Nazir Ahmed and Hadi
Ruswa are critically and elaborately examined. The books titled
“Rasoom - e -Delhi aur Gozashta Lucknow”, and “The Letters of
Wajid Ali Shah”, and their impact on the Feminine Language has been
examined in Chapter Four. In a nutshell, this dissertation deals with the
Feminine Language from 1857 AD to 1900 AD and throws ample light
on the earlier period writings in connection with the common, literary
and cultural back ground and aspects associated and adhered to
womenfolk.
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"Features of language characteristic of powerlessness and
dependency are probably shared across all roles of subordination. To
capture the generalizations implicitly in the subject, the communicative
conduct of all those assigned dependency on the authority of others-
whether because of sex, race, age,job, or some other circumstances-
should be examined and compared. Perhaps the study of women’s speech
may lead linguistics to see beyond the potential equality of languages to

the actual inequalities among speakers. (D.K)" ()
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"In her book, Lakoff elaborated on the hypothesis that
women have traditionally been discriminated against in
society, among other things, because of the way they
are taught to use language: girls don’t ask questions
(they should accept things), they are not rough (they
should be polite). This linguistic behavior is learned.
Children until the age of five share a common
language; then it splits up. Girls, later women, learn to
talk like a lady by displaying differences at the
linguistic levels, e.g. lexical (use of color names: The
wall is mauve; particles: Oh, dear, vs. a man’s remark
with an expletive: Shit, you’ve put the peanut butter in
the fridge again!). At the syntactic level, Lakoff
mentions the use of tag questions. According to her, a
man would say: Is John here?, whereas a woman would
say: John is here, isn’t he?"("’
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131. If a man has accused his wife but she has not
been caught lying with another man, she shall take an
oath in the name of god and return to her house.
141. If the wife of a man who is living in her
husband's house, has persisted in going out, has acted
the fool, has waster her house, has belittled her
husband, he shall prosecute her.If her husband has
said, "I divorce her," she shall go her way; he shall
give her nothing as her price of divorce.If her
husband has said "1 will not divorce her" he may take

another woman to wife; the wife shall live as a slave
in her husband's house" . ()
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“Marriage and Divorce Grihya Sutras and

Dharma Sutras nowhere suggest or recommend

that horoscopes of the parties to be married

should be consulted before deciding upon their

marriage.The reason is quite simple .In their

days the science of astrology was quite in its

infancy and had yet to evolve or borrow the

zodiacal signs.Complicated horoscopes of the

modern type did not exist and had not to be

consulted down to about 400 A.D.From the

dramas of Bhasa it appears that astrologers of

the 3" century A.D.were only concerned about
the auspiciousness of the marriage day.”""”
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