o?"gu‘f}l’;d/’ulu?‘ut'!:a&?w;k

'/'“/qu@rd!’é‘@
)LT(WI%}QUﬁLJT&J}:{J}:
2022 2



Df?w}wd/J)’L)sz:@Wfk

KI5

_‘aﬁwﬁiéf"dm@wwrkdséum,

A IT§
AT A AT oy P
£2022-:2019 %

2022 5, ©






< OF 1
X 0,
’ 0

/:VJ:/JTL?@ c)LTrchﬁo:QUﬁLJT&’/}:XJ’%L*j

(Thesis and Defense Approval Form)

Es7 ”:‘Lg{p/ Ebs & I sslloy Jou f5 2sud Us 1 S S dwu‘”’; 34
-ujL/J&/lé/JJ/WJLGAJU(’/‘:VJ‘;/JT&@A!ijui‘b"ad/)//&}l?l/?/?
o?’lguf}’.l‘:d/’ulﬁjt’::«@w;k s G

Muslim-Sikh Relations: A Review in Historical and Contemporary Perspective
»:"U/’(’kdsf:’ :U’fj(b
P JAgy
1685-Mphil/18/$19 A

w2 2Ll
Jmuu@% (JU{AU!}/)

d:l‘jlu"fyf/b‘/.‘.;u?

WA R uo s (b a2 00)
u%b)léqu/.‘?u,:

S ST s L o5 o)
AT

J 2 A 5 WA

:z;JV




rJG,.»UuﬂF

(Candidate Declaration Form)

5, SB
1685-Mphil/1S/819: 7% 2. MP-S19-500: 7 s
Sund S} 1319;@7(11#!(«)) VA JASTE sy P et do e Pl I

I G

a?’lgu:);l:l' d/’}:lﬁjt‘::«li’w;rl/

Muslim-Sikh Ta’lugat: Tarikhhi auwr ‘Asri Tnazur mayn Jaezah

SIS BV P T G Ut A LU 52 SU N i oo J

ét‘«;‘&?gﬁ;cc‘,ﬂu/cfwuﬁfhﬂuﬁfyna‘_ﬂw:{_},}uﬁ“vﬂc‘_gf}(/“f"uﬁ

ﬁ;d}dﬁgﬂ;;blk&uj{d/uﬁi£J,~“‘7£d/@u(rufﬁd;m%oﬁ
KLy

/”’;l}' M’J&’A(t

B a5 s

}L‘,'rw;(ﬁ.;QUJfl.JTL?J}:fJ}:



(ABSTRACT) Jl:»u‘?

Muslim-Sikh Relations: A Review in Historical and
Contemporary Perspective

This Thesis Discusses Muslim-Sikh Relations with reference to Kartarpur
Cooridor in contemporary ages. Islam promotes intefaitrh harmony, peace and peaceful
coexistence with other religions and all over the globe. Non-believers have always been
treated with respect in Islam, and if any non-Muslim wishes to remain in an Islamic state,
it is binding on Muslims to protect them.

The blending of Islam and Hinduism in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries
created a number of new religious sects. One of them is Sikhism, which was founded by
Baba Guru Nanak. Historically, when Raja Ranjeet Singh ruled over the whole Punjab,
Muslim-Sikh relations were at their lowest. There was the armed struggle against each
other. The Sikhs fought alongside the Hindus & Muslims against the British in the War
of Independence. After the partition of United India, the vast majority of them fled from
west Punjab to Indian Punjab and other regions. However, Pakistan’s Punjab is home to
the most important sacred sites. Sikhs have a similar relationship with Muslims as they
have with Hindus because of their monotheistic as well as polytheistic beliefs. Partition
has severed the Muslim-Sikh relations because a lot of innocent blood was spilt on both
sides. Along with this, Pakistan has always protected Sikh holy places and welcomed
them ardently.

In the contemporary world, Muslim-Sikh relations have taken a renewed pleasant
turn when Pakistan announced the opening of the Kartarpur corridor with east Punjab.
Kartarpur is the most sacred place for Sikh pilgrims from all over the world. In this
Research, an attempt has been made to examine the Muslim-Sikh relations in the
historical context of the Indian subcontinent and to describe the religious, cultural and
social relations of the Muslim-Sikh community since the establishment of Pakistan. Also,
the impact of the Kartarpur Corridor on Pakistani Society has been evaluated. For this
research, | have used Analytical and historical research methodology. Pakistan Sikh
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (PSGPC) (Sikh temples Managing Committee) was
constituted by the Government of Pakistan to protect the holy places of Sikhs. There is a
need to promote religious tourism in Pakistan, in particular, more steps should be taken to
promote trade and commerce between East and West Punjab. It will cultivate a cordial
relationship with neighboring regions and promote peace and harmony.

Keywords: Muslim-Sikh Relations, Historical, Contemporary, Analysis, Pakistan,
Kartarpur Corridor, Interfaith harmony.
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"Sikh Gurus mission was to promote harmony and interfaith

dialogue between major creeds of India. The message of Sri
Guru Granth Sahib (SGGS) is universal in all respects. The
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same message reverberates in the writings of Guru Gobind
Singh: Recognize all mankind as one the same Lord is the
creator and nourisher of all Recognize no distinction among
them The temple and mosque are the same So are the Hindu
worship and Muslim prayer Men are all one."?
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1 Hardev Singh Virk, Inter faith dialogues, A Sikh Perspective, ch#1 (New Dehli:
Guru nanak foundation, 2020), P:15.
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"The Sikh doctrines exhort the adherents to earn their

livelihood by honest means and share their earning with
others. It emphasizes that this is the path of righteousness,
and, in this way, one can make an outstanding contribution
to encourage an environment of peaceful co-existence
among other members of the society."?
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2 Devinder Pal Singh, “Inter faith dialogue, 4 Perspective from Sikhism”, (Institute
of Sikh Studies, chandigarh, india), Vol:XXIl, Oct 2020, P:6
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"The primary doctrines of Sikhism emphasize interfaith
understanding, mutual respect, and harmony. Guru Nanak,
the founder of Sikhism, proclaimed that the sharing of views
and ideas should be a continuous process throughout one’s
life. The Sikh Gurus possessed a natural openness to other
religions. They emphasized tolerance and particularly
religious tolerance. To be a Sikh, one must respect all other
religions."?
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Kazi Nurul Islam reports that “Sikhism is a religion which
was founded on the principles of interfaith understanding,
mutual respect, and harmony. From the very beginning, the
leaders and the followers of this tradition preached the
principles of interfaith respect, dialogue, and understanding.
To be a Sikh it is mandatory that he/she must respect and
accept all other religions of the world and at the same time
must protect, guard, and allow the free practice of the
customs and rituals of others. The Guru Granth Sahib
teaches its followers to love all creation as God’s own
manifestation. Acceptance of all faiths and interfaith
tolerance and understanding are basic to the teachings of
Guru Granth Sahib.”3
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2 Virk, Inter faith dialogues, A Sikh Perspective, ch#2, P :45
3 Kazi Nurul Islam, "Guru Granth Sahib: A Model For Interfaith Understanding", (15
June 2011)
https://www.sikhnet.com/news/guru-granth-sahib-model-interfaith-understanding
Accessed: (8/4/2021)
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"Sikh Gurus broke social ranks based on faith, caste, gender,
or race. They envisioned God as a formless force running
through the cosmos and beyond. The Sikh doctrines urge the
adherents to follow the concept of fraternity, assuring the
dignity of the individuals and the unity of the nations."?
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"Each man has certain affinity, so the relation should be face
to face encounter on the basis of equality. To Guru Nanak,
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the whole ethical life of man is an expansion and expression
of this inter-personal relationship. The meaningful
relationship with others is not possible without the presence
of the wholly other. Nevertheless, there is a dimension of
meaning in which persons encounter one another. It is an
ethical dimension that specifies or determines the religious
character of man. This type of personal interaction with
others is possible only in society."!
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"Guru Nanak states, ‘So long as humans live in the world,
they should listen and speak to others about the Divine
Name because our stay in the world is transitory, so we
should die to the self while alive."?
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"Craig Philips says: One of the beauties of Sikhism and
indeed a feature relevant for interfaith work, is that it holds a
clear idea of the religious other, something I find in common
with my own Islamic faith. Just as the Qur’an speaks of
Jews, Christians, and others, the sayings of Guru Nanak and
passages of the Guru Granth Sahib speak of and to Muslims
and Hindus."?
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2 Virk, Inter faith dialogues, A Sikh Perspective, ch#1, P :25
3 Craig Philips, "Building a Sikh Paradigm for Interfaith Work": Part 2, (19 August
2012 )https://stateofformation.org/2012/08/building-a-sikh-paradigm-for-interfaith-
work-part-2/ Accessed: (9/4/2021)
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"The history of the Sikhs reports a remarkable consistency in
the pursuit of this ideal. It describes a consistent struggle, on
their part, in defense of the right to free worship, for peoples
of all faiths. Guru ki Maseet is a historical mosque that was
constructed by Guru Hargobind, the sixth Sikh Guru, at the
request of local Muslims of Sri Hargobindpur. Situated in Sri
Hargobindpur town on the banks of River Beas, it is
recognized, as a historical site, by UNESCO." !
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"Khalsa Aid International is a UK-based humanitarian relief
charity providing support around the world to victims of

1 https://www.sikhiwiki.org/index.php/Guru_ki_maseet Accessed: (4/5/2021)
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natural and man-made disasters such as floods, earthquakes,
famine and war. Their team is often one of the first on the
scene to help distribute food, water, clothing, and medical
and sanitation supplies. The charity was founded by
Ravinder (Ravi) Singh, who was struck by the plight of the
refugees in Kosovo in 1999."!
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"The Sikh Coalition is a national organization based in New
York with additional staff in California, Illinois, and
Washington. Through the community, courtrooms,
classrooms, and halls of Congress, we are working towards a
world where Sikhs, and other religious minorities in

America, may freely practice their faith without bias and
discrimination."?
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"The World Sikh Organization of Canada (WSQO) promotes

and protects the interests of Sikhs in Canada and around the
world and advocates for the protection of human rights for

! https://www.khalsaaid.org/about-us Accessed: (7/3/2021)
2 https://www.sikhcoalition.org/about-us/mission-values/ Accessed: (5/14/2021)
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all. They have been to the Supreme Court of Canada on
numerous occasions to protect the rights of Sikhs and other
faiths, to freely practice their religion. They uphold civil
liberties, irrespective of an individual’s background. They
work in partnership with interfaith."*
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"UNITED SIKHS began in 1999 when a group of Sikhs
from the New York metropolitan area banded together to
assist in the socio-economic development of immigrant
communities in Queens, New York. Today, UNITED
SIKHS is a grass-roots organization with chapters in
America, Asia and Europe that pursue projects for the
spiritual, social and economic empowerment of
underprivileged and minority communities. Their mission is
to transform, alleviate, educate and protect the lives of
underprivileged, individuals and minority communities
Impacted by disasters, natural or man-made, suffering from
hunger, illiteracy, diseases, or from violation of civil and
human-rights into informed and vibrant members of society
by fostering sustainable programs regardless of color, race,
religion or creed. We at UNITED SIKHS believe that the
development of enlightened and progressive societies can be
made possible by socially conscious groups of people who
make a commitment to develop and direct human
potential."?
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L https://www.worldsikh.org/ Accessed: (2/23/2021)
2 https://unitedsikhs.org/about/ Accessed: (2/15/2021)
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"The murder of the Guru Arjun was actually a politically
murder rather than a religious. Those were the days when Khusro was
running from his father Jahangir following an uprising. Khusro
wanted to end the sultanate in Delhi. Therefore, he alongside his army
when reached Goindwaal (the city in which Guru Arjun resides) asked
the Guru Arjun to pray for his victory. Guru offered him protection
and prayed for his victory, which added to the hatred of Jahangir for
Guru Arjun. All the open-minded people joined Khusroo.Given that
teachings of Guru Arjun were a mid-way between the Muslim
orthodoxy and Hindu extremism therefore, teachings of Guru Arjun
also helped gather likeminded secular people around Khusru. These
happenings and influences gradually but very steadily increased

Jahangir’s hatred for Guru Arjun*".
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4 Robina Shoeb, Taugeer Ahmad Warraich, Muhammad Igbal Chawla, "Mughal Sikh relation:
revisited", JRSP, Vol:52, No: 2, July to December, 2015, P:173
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"The Khalsa should be very armed. He should be a lion at heart
with the meek appearance of a cow. When he finds that evil does
persist in mischief and the king does not dispense justice, and religion
in in danger, then seeing his opportunity, he should take up arms.
After all, this is the last resort."?

Sad g bin FUL AL At btnl enf b2
_‘a,fdf’T,/K;'T_Lu?uW/{;ér?‘Quﬁ;/o'u“;mL"/uﬁ’dmmgm%f’c/?;u

"Guru Gobind singh proceeded to create the khalsa, an armed
body of revolutionaries , who were to carry out the revolution, by the
open profession thereof. on being intiated as a member of the khalsa,
a sikh become a singh (male) or kaur (female). a singh or kaur has to
carry fixed distinguishing marks, especially hair, which he/ she
cannot discard, so long he/she want to remain a singh or kaur. so
he/she is recongnizable even among thousands.®"

141 o i3 S8 v Gt
2 G.S Chhabra, The Advanced Study In History of the Punjab, Vol:1, (Jullundur, India, Shranijit,
1960), P: 292

3 Daljeet Singh, Kharak singh, Sikhism: Its Philosophy and History, (Chandigarh, India, Institute
of Sikh Studies, 2008), p: 304
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"The Pirs, Sajjada Nishins and Mushaikhs and Ulemas of Islam
in the Punjab and outside Punjab seeing in the achievement of their
goal by the Muslim League, an opportunity of the revival of their
temprol [jsic] power besides the extension of their spiritual or sharai
power upon an unprecented scale, were exhorted by the All-India
Jamiat-ul-ulema-i-Islam to mobilize all the forces of Islam in support
of the muslim [jsic] League."®
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3 petek Sgragg, “The Muslims of the Punjab and their politics (1936-1947)”, (PhD, University of
London, 1984), P:289.
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Nanak sahib settled down at Kartarpur , where spread the fire of
the love of God and love of man, all over the Punjab. Guru Nanak’s
face shone with the simplicity and serenity born of the saintliness in
him. He was a laborer, a tiller of the soil, a servant of the poor and
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lowly. The life at Kartarpur was a blend of willing work and worship,
love and labor, silence and song.t
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"On November 9, 2019, Pakistan has opened the visa-free
corridor on 550th birthday of the founder of Sikhism, allowing
the Sikh pilgrims to travel between Dera Baba Nanak on Indian

side (Gurdaspur) and the Sri Kartarpur Sahib Gurdwara
(Kartarpur) on Pakistani side."*
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! Muhammad Saleem mazhar, Naheedn S. Goraya," The Kartarpur Sahib Cooridor
reimagining the relationship with Sikh Heritage & the religious Diplomacy of inclusive
Pakistan", (Pakistan Vision, VVol.21, no.1)
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"Mrs. Benazir Bhutto’s Govt in Pakistan realized the
importance of Kartarpur in international relations in the year
1994AD and agreed ro grant a visa-less free corridor to
kartarpur shrine from the indian border."?
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https://www.independenturdu.com/node/20981/ Accessed: (25-06-2021)
2 B.S.Goraya, " The Sikh Monuments in Pakistan, conservation and preservation: Can
Monument of Kartarpur Sahib bring peace between India and Pakistan?", (Journal of the
Punjab University Historical Society <Vol:03, Issue No. 2, July - December 2017)
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"In Musharaff’s era, following his theory of enlightened

moderation, the religious minorities and their festivals were

given due weightage. At that time, many Indian Sikh pilgrims

were given visa for Pakistan and simultaneously, the facilities at

Gurdwara were improved".!
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"One of the important points raised at the inauguration
ceremony was the need to enhance trade links between India
and Pakistan in general, and the two Punjabs in particular.
Navjot Singh Sidhu, a close friend of Imran Khan, who is
credited by many (especially in Indian Punjab, and large
sections of the Sikh diaspora) for giving a fillip to the opening
of the corridor, during his speech, urged the Pakistani prime
minister to liberalize trade and make the India-Pakistan border
more porous." 2

1 Muhammad Saleem mazhar, Naheedn S. Goraya, “The Kartarpur Sahib Cooridor
reimagining the relationship with Sikh Heritage & the religious Diplomacy of inclusive
Pakistan”, Pakistan Vision, Vol.21, no.1

2 Tridivesh Singh Maini, “The Kartarpur Corridor and India-Pakistan Economic
Linkages”, November 16,2019
https://thediplomat.com/2019/11/the-kartarpur-corridor-and-india-pakistan-economic-
linkages/ Accessed: (23-09-2021)
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"Sidhu, a former minister in the Punjab government in
India, and a legislator from the border town of Amritsar, also
made an interesting point that the corridor had healed the
wounds of 1947 to a large extent. Sidhu, while pitching for
closer economic ties and more porous borders, stated that this
would not just help the bilateral relationship, but also provide
landlocked East Punjab access to Afghanistan, Iran, and Central
Asia."!
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Punjab is home to five most important pilgrimage sites for Sikhs. They
include the birthplace of Baba Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikh religion who
was born in 1469 in Nankana Saheb district, and Gurdwara (monastery)

Punja sahib in Hasan Abdal town, where the handprint of Guru Nanak is
believed to be imprinted on a boulder at the monastery. In Pakistan, Hindu

! https://dunya.com.pk/index.php/pakistan/2018-11-29/1346161?c Accessed: (25/03/21)
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and Sikh religious sites attract pilgrims. Religious tourism plays an
important role in reviving the country's economic activity.!
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"Pakistan’s hidden agenda on opening the Kartarpur
corridor are not so hidden. Though Pakistan is busy projecting

this event as a historic confidence-building measure aimed at
winning hearts and minds.®"
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"Harinder Singh, a U.S.-based Sikh scholar and activist,
in a tweet pertaining to the Kartarpur Corridor, made the point
that this initiative through both Punjabs could pave the way for
reconciliation in South Asia. One of South Asia’s foremost
strategic commentators, C. Raja Mohan, in an article for The
Indian Express, alluded to the possibility of Punjab playing an
important role in reducing tensions between both countries. He
also made an interesting argument that apart from the
governments, the Punjabi diaspora could play an important role
in getting both Punjabs closer. In the past, civil society groups
and intellectuals in the diaspora have played a pro-active role in
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pitching for peace between East and West Punjab. The Pakistani
government has been reaching out to the Sikh diaspora to invest
in infrastructure projects linked to important Sikh shrines. Some
members of the diaspora have already committed to investing in
renovation of Sikh shrines".!
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"The Kartarpur Corridor carries greater significance in the
backdrop of Pakistan India relations. It is widely hoped that the
good-will gesture and people to people contact ultimately would
positively lead to better diplomatic relations and economic ties
between the borders? ."
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2 Mazhar, Goraya,"The Kartarpur Sahib Cooridor reimagining the relationship with Sikh
Heritage & the religious Diplomacy of inclusive Pakistan"
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"Thousands of people attend ancient Hindu and Sikh
temples, mainly the Gurunanak Temple. The opening of the

Kartarpur corridor (Narowal) attracts more religious tourists to
Pakistan."

201 6/,;“)726‘47,/0/!‘(&,15»/1JQQ"'J/Q/lgiLdJ;|4i4u;ﬁL.fbfuﬁul;@":/%@}'

2021 292263592 s s 47 o at Bs S S 20 P15
3 Akhter, "Peace Building through Religious Tourism in Pakistan: A Case Study of
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"The territorial conflict over Kashmir, which began with
the partition in 1947, shows no sign onslowing down. Shortly
before the corridor, on 5 August 2019, Kashmir was put on
lockdown and was revoked of Article 370 and Article 35a by
the Indian government which gave special status to the state of
Jammu and Kashmir. This included the (power to have its own
constitution, flag and autonomy over all matters, save for
certain policy areas such as a foreign affairs and defense).
Immediately after the corridor, in December 2019, the Indian
government passed the anti-Muslim Citizenship Amendment
Bill—the first sign of the bridge of peace being a superficial
bridge."!
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1 Tejpaul Singh Bainiwal, " Religious and Political Dimensions of the Kartarpur
Corridor: Exploring the Global Politics Behind the Lost Heritage of the Darbar Sahib",
(Department of Religious Studies, University of California, USA, 29 oct 2020, religions),
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"In Pakistan, Hindu and Sikh religious sites attract

pilgrims. Religious tourism plays an important role in reviving
the country's economic activity."?
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"Pakistan and India will get economic benefit from this
Corridor especially Pakistan will attain more economic benefits
than India. Visitors coming to Pakistan from all over the world
will travel, eat, stay and buy from the holy places which will
play an important role in the economic stability as Iran, Saudi
Arabia and Iraq earn a lot from the religious tourism and they
attain not only commercial benefits from travel, food, stay,
shopping, taxes, etc."?
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Kartarpur Corridor", P:4

2 Akhtar Hussain Sandhu, “Kartarpur Sahib Corridor: Interfaith Harmony in Pakistan”,
Dialogo Journal, Vol:6, No:2, (2020), P:110
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and short tempered attitude of any of the deployed personnel
should not be tolerated by the authorities. The mechanism to
resolve any issue be clearly drafted and the Sikh representation
should be made compulsory if any problem emerges."
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