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(ABSTRACT),JG'Ay‘?

Social and Matrimonial Issues of Christian Minority and Their
Solutions (In the light of the Constitution of Pakistan and Islamic
Teachings)

This study highlights the main societal and family issues faced by the
Christian community in Pakistan. Christians have existed in the Subcontinent
for centuries. They played a vital role in the inception of Pakistan, under key
Christian leaders like Diwan Bahadur SP Singha who took an active part in
the Tehreek-e-Pakistan. During the Pakistan Movement, Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah himself emphasized religious freedom and equality in
his vision for Pakistan. Additionally, the Constitution of 1973 grants non-
Muslim minorities equal citizen status and ensures their rights, including
freedom of property, education, language, and culture. The Department of
Human Rights and Minority Affairs has also been established to oversee any
allegations of human rights violations. Yet the Christian community faces
significant discrimination in Pakistan. Many Pakistani Christians feel that
they are not assured their fair share of jobs at the federal and provincial levels.
A related grievance is that the quota for minorities in educational institutions
Is not being fully implemented. On the societal level, Christians are generally
regarded as lower-class citizens because many of them occupy menial jobs in
the sanitation industry. In terms of residence, most Christians in Pakistan live
in slums where they lack easy access to basic necessities of life. Moreover,
there are many cases of forced evictions, displacements, and terrorism.
Christians also feel threatened by biased interpretations and misuse of the
blasphemy law. Forced marriages and conversions are also a critical issue,
particularly in Punjab and Sindh. Conversely, Islam presents the most
comprehensive and ideal teachings for an equalitarian and just society, free
from any discrimination and compulsion. Along with the teachings of Islam,
Pakistani law also guarantees religious freedom to every citizen. The disparity
lies in implementation of these laws, which should be rectified so that all

minorities enjoy equal status in Pakistan.

Keywords: Pakistan, Minorities, Christians, Social Issues, Family Issues, Solutions,

Islamic Teaching, Constitution of Pakistan.
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Research Articles

Constitutional Issues and the Treatment of Pakistan’s Religious Minorities. (Farahnaz
Ispahani, Pages 222-237 | published online: 11 Jun 2018).

Farahnaz Ispahani (2018) focuses his research on the blasphemy law and its exploitation
in targeting non-Muslim minority groups in Pakistan, particularly Chrisitans, Ahmadis, and
Hindus. He discusses that while Pakistan was created to be a safe homeland for people of
all religions, it has now become a country of religious extremism and discrimination due
to the blasphemy law which is often misused.

Non-Muslims in Muslim Majority Societies: With Focus on the Middle East and
Pakistan. (Ahlstand and K. and Gunner G. (2011 England. The Lutherworth press).
Ahlstand and Gunner (2011) discuss the role and interaction between majority and minority
groups in Pakistan. Their research includes participants who work in different fields,
including law, educational institutes, and religious organizations. They have focused on
important issues related to treatments of non-Muslim women in Pakistan and the impact of
Islamization of Pakistani law on minority gorups.

Dalit Christians and caste consciousness in Pakistan

(Singha, Sara. Georgetown University, ProQuest Dissertations Publishing, 2015)

Sara Singha has investigated the concept of “caste consciousness” in Pakistan, especially
as it relates to Dalit Christians who are considerd lower class. Many of these Chrisitans are
considered to be impure and “naapaak”, which affects the way Muslims interact with them.
The Impact of Islamization on the Christian Community in Pakistan. (Sookhdeo,
Patrick. University of London, School of Oriental and African Studies (United Kingdom),
ProQuest Dissertations Publishing, 1999)

Among the issues faced by Chrisitnas in Pakistan, Patrick Sookhdeo highlights their plight
when seeking employment. Due to religious discrimination, most Christians are given
menial jobs in the sanitation industry. Qualified Christians find it difficult to find jobs
appropriate to their level of expertise and experience. Many of them can’t find jobs at all.
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Minorities and Representation in a Plural Society: The Case of the Christians of
Pakistan. (Ajay K. Raina, Pages 684-699 | Published online: 11 Nov 2014) Journal of
South Asian Studies, (Volume 37, 2014 - Issue 4)

Ajay K. Raina has conducted a detailed study on Christian representation in Pakistan’s
politics. According to his research, Christians are underrepresented in the government and
lack both authority and leverage to truly speak up for their rights

“Religious minorities in Pakistan” (Abdul Majid,, JPUHS (2014), Vol.27, No.1,pp.1-10)
In his research on the treatment of religious minorities in Pakistan, Abdul Majid (2014)
asserts that by and large, the Chrisitan community is treated with respect and honor. They
are given equal citizenship in Pakistan, as compared to other countries like India where
they are persecuted and killed mercilessly. Christians have contributed greatly to Pakistan’s
national development and they are free to practice their religion and cultural norms here.
Pride and Abstention: National Identity, Uncritical Patriotism and Political
Engagement among Christian Students in Pakistan. (By: Ryan Brasher, 15 Dec 2019,
South Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies).

Ryan Brasher has conducted research on the sense of nationalism and political awareness
among Chrisitians in Pakistan. He concludes that the Chrisitan community feels a strong
sense of belonging and connection to Pakistan. In terms of political knowledge, Christians
are less interested and less informed than the Muslim majority of Pakistan.

Under the shadow of Islam: the plight of the Christian minority in Pakistan. (Journal:
Contemporary South Asia, (Volume 20, 2012 - Issue 2: A State in Flux: Pakistan in the
Context of National and Regional Change). 17 May 2012)

Shaun Gregory has investigated the reasons for the widespread support of the murders of
Salmaan Taseer and Shahbaz Bhatti. He asserts that Pakistan is becoming an increasingly
conservatist state where the blasphemy law is often abused.
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Saint Thomas’, a disciple of Jesus. ““Christianity was brought to India by
He went as a missionary to India about 52 CE (Common Era), spreading the
gospel and establishing the church. He was killed in Myla pore, Chennai

(Madras) for witnessing to his faith. “Thomas Church” is still part of the

Christians tradition on India’’.
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(Hoiberg, Dale H. The New Encyclopaedia Britannica in 32 Volumes. _.l/bél/“!l Kuw’%l/?ur;)
.Chicago, IL: Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc., 2007)

¥ Glory Dharmaraj, “India & Pakistan” (A Mission Study for 2005-2006),) General Board of Global
Ministries, The United Methodist Church, 2005) , p. 34.
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The first, and simplest, reason is longevity. Christians have been present in

South Asia longer than almost anywhere else outside the Eastern

Mediterranean. Orthodoxy first came to Taxila (Pakistan) and to Kerala
(India) in 52 CE (or perhaps a little later),”
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°. Phan, Peter C. "Christianities in Asia". (Malden, Ma: Wiley-Blackwell.A John & Sons Publication
Thomson Digital, Noida, India. Printed in Singapore. 2011), p. 9.
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“The First Protestant'® missionaries arrived in India much later than the
Catholic'®. They were Bartholomeus Ziegenbalg and Henry Plutschau'’,
German who came to India in 1706. Sent by a Dutch mission society'®, they
founded what is known as the Tranquebar Mission.Many missionaries from
several denomination went to India in the nineteenth century. Among them
was William Carey, a Baptist missionary who went to India 1793. He set up
a Bible factory near Calcutta and translated the Bible into more than thirty
languages. The majority of these missionaries were evangelicals from Great

Britain and the United States™.
dU’}&.dﬂ/}iu@fgu"ﬂ};zu-éubﬁhuﬁjﬂaﬁcjﬂﬁf’&/b‘,ﬂ}(:%
U 22 25 L E v o BB L T asn 170628 7

.* Protestantism, Christian religious movement that began in northern Europe in the early 16th century as a

reaction to medieval Roman Catholic doctrines and practices. After a series of European religious wars in the
16th and 17th centuries, and especially in the 19th century, it spread throughout the world. (Britannica)
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."®*Roman Catholicism, Christian church that has been the decisive spiritual force in the history of Western

civilization. Along with Eastern Orthodoxy and Protestantism, it is one of the three major branches of
Christianity. (Britannica)

,:XL/@’L/L(J! &U}/vmg_/;f:ﬁ?ﬂ@;”_‘ag/c«}&laud/k} uﬁé/t‘d/%ﬂdf’ﬁ@]?éb{crjlJ)ﬂ"{c/u:x]
LU ) e Ll e PUAES el Sedle
7 Heinrich Plitschau (last name also Pliitschow or Pliitscho; 1676, Wesenberg, Germany — 4 January 1752,

Beidenfleth, Denmark) was, along with Bartholomdus Ziegenbalg, the first German evangelical priest to
arrive in India.
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. Dharmaraj, Glory E. 2005. India & Pakistan: A Mission Study for 2005-2006. (Cincinnati: General
Board of Global Ministries.), p.40
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20, Evangelicalism is a movement within Christianity that emphasizes reliance on Scripture over tradition and
that holds conversion to be the foundation of the life of the believer. The doctrine that Jesus Christ died
to atone for the sins of mankind is central to evangelical beliefs.(Britannica)
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The origin of Christianity in Pakistan are not very clear. There is a belief, at
any rate among the Christian of Pakistan, that the church there had its
origins as early as the First Century CE, and was established by Thomas the

Apostle.?®
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%, Theodore Gabriel, Christian Citizen in an Islamic State, The Pakistan Experience, (The University of
Gloucesterdhire, UK, Ashgate Publishing Limited, UK, 2007), p. 9.
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Panjabi Christianity is one of the youngest Christian communities in "
India. It was the Presbyterians®® in the United States (American
Presbyterian Mission), who sent the first missionary, John C Lawrie, to
Panjab. Lawrie arrived in Ludhiana on 5 November 1834 and established

-the first mission station in Panjab32
J/'w“”’c&c/&/g-‘auf’cuﬁdn’/.cf“/&'gcqtfut«w%d%"
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There is evidence that Christianity was present in Panjab even before the
arrival of Lawrie. The earliest reference to this comes from the writings of
the first Sikh theologian, Bhai Gurdas (1646-1737), who wrote in one of his
From these few words works known as Var (ballad): Isai (Christians).
we can deduce that there were Christians in and around Panjab during the

17th and 18th centuries”34,

3 Presbyterian churches, name given to various Protestant churches that share a common origin in the

Reformation in 16th-century Switzerland. Reformed is the term identifying churches regarded as essentially
Calvinistic in doctrine. (Britannica)
32, Massey, James, Panjab: The Movement of the Spirit. (Geneva: Wcc Publications. Geneva, Switzerland,

1996), p.1
LT Ly U L izs ity 21308 7 st o S Ui e Lo 0L _g(1636-1551DU1.S Jit.
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34 Massey, James, Panjab: The Movement of the Spirit ,p.1
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“From the beginning of the nineteenth century evangelically oriented
accompanied ever stage of British Imperial  Christian missionaries
expansion in India, and since the Punjab was the last region in the
subcontinent to fall under British control, they were particularly keen to
establish a presence there. By 1830 a Mission Station had been established
at Ludhiana in cis-Sutlej Punjab, which gave it read, if surreptitious access-
Mabharaja Ranjit Singh’s domains immediately to the north; and by 1852
by far the biggest ,they were able to transfer their headquarters to Lahore
city in Punjab”®.
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POPULATION BY RELIGION #

Administrative | Muslim | Christian | Hindu Qadiani | Scheduled | Others
Unit (Jati) | (Ahmadi) | Castes
Pakistan 96.28 1.59 1.60 0.22 0.25 0.07
Khyber 99.44 0.21 0.03 0.24 * 0.08
Pakhtunkhwa
FATA 99.60 0.07 0.03 0.21 0.03 0.07
Punjab 97.21 231 0.13 0.25 0.03 0.07
Sindh 91.31 0.97 6.51 0.14 0.99 0.08

4. “POPULATION by RELIGION | Pakistan Bureau of Statistics.” Pbs.gov.pk. 2020.
https://www.pbs.gov.pk/content/population-religion. .Accessed 5-6-21
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Balochistan 98.75 0.40 0.49 0.15 0.10 0.10

Islamabad 95.53 4.07 0.02 0.34 * 0.03
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46, “Pakistan Bureau of Statistics.” 2021. Pbs.gov.pk. 2021. https://www.pbs.gov.pk/. Accessed 6-5-2021
47 Pakistan. Statistics Division, and Pakistan. Central Statistical Office. (Pakistan Statistical Year Book.
Islamabad, Pakistan: Federal Bureau of Statistics, Government of Pakistan,2004), p.54
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Christian Proportion (2017)

5% or more
4% - 5%

3% - 4%

2% - 3%

1% - 2%

0.5% - 1%
0.2% -05%
Less than 0.2%

- No Data

2021 District
Borders in use

Total: 1.27%*

Punjab: 1.88%
Sindh: 0.85%
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: 0.14%
Balochistan: 0.28%
Islamabad Capital Territory: 4.34%

In 2017, there were
2,642,048* Pakistani Christians

Top Ten (%) Top Ten (#)
Lahore District 5.14% Lahore District 571,365
Islamabad Capital Territory: 4 34% Faisalabad District 264,677
Sheikhupura District: 3.77% Gujranwala District- 180,338
Gujranwals District 3 60% Sialkot District: 136,254
Korangi District 3.51% Sheikhupura Districe: 130,405
Sialkot District 3.50% Qasur District: 119,801
. Qasur District: 3.47% Rawalpindi District 102,411
. Faisalabad District 3.36% Keorangi Districe: 90,352
Source: 2017. Pakistan Karachi East Districe: 3.14% Karachi %nt District: 90,319
pop"“at'on & Toba Tek Singh District: 3.05% islamabad Capital Territory 86,847

Housing Census -
Sl 1 887U ee 1 2726 T S oL Sl S LELL S8 1382017

e 434U T sl e 0. 147 el # 5% 2 031 0,857k i

4, “Final Results Census-2017 | Pakistan Bureau of Statistics.” Pbs.gov.pk. 2017.
https://www.pbs.gov.pk/content/final-results-census-2017. Accessed 8-9-21
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“In short the Christian community of the British India vehemently
supported the cause of Pakistan and made substantial contribution towards
it. They opposed the dominance of the Hindu majority after the lapse of the
British Raj and joined with the Muslims looking forward to the realization
of the dreams ignited during the freedom movement. The role of Christian
community did not terminate with the success of Pakistan movement but
even after the creation of Pakistan they have participated in all fields of life,
except where barriers were created for them. They have always stood by the

Muslims in every thick and thin”.*
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49, Hussain, Faizan, “Role of Christians in Pakistan Movement.” 2016. The Nation. May 17, 2016.
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Meeting of Punjab legislative assembly was held on 23rd of June, 1947,
meeting was arranged to decide the matter of division of Punjab. There were
three Christian members in the assembly and they were determined to vote
for the inclusion of Punjab in Pakistan. The credentials of 88 for remaining
with India and 91 for joining with Pakistan. The three votes that made
difference at that time were the votes of Dewan Bahadur Singha, Mr. Cecil
Gibbon, and Mr. Fazal Elahi, plus Singha’s additional vote as Assembly

S1Speaker.
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https:/ /www.humsub.com.pk/26 1 476/yasir—hameed—randhawa—2. Accessed 11-9-2020

5, Muskan, Anee “History of White in Pakistan’s Flag.” Daily Times. September 21, 2019.
https://dailytimes.com.pk/470108/history-of-white-in-pakistans-flag. Accessed 9-8-2020
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promised to give more privileges to the minorities especially to Christian
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“The major constitutions of 1956, 1962 and 1973 sustain the essential rights
of citizens. In Article 25 (1), Pakistan’s Constitution guarantees that “all
citizens are equal before the law and are entitled to equal protection of the
law”. Article (5) provides that “adequate provision shall be made for the
minorities to freely profess and practice their religions and develop their

cultures”. The constitution of Pakistan guarantees religious freedom for all

minority communities in Pakistan freedom”’®.
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“The state shall safeguard the legitimate rights and interests of minorities,
including their due representation in the Federal and Provincial services.
The state should give the following protections to the minorities:
“Freedom of trade, business or profession
Freedom of speech
Rights to information
Freedom to profess religion and to manage religious instructions
Safeguard against tazation for purpose of any particular religion
Safeguard as to educational institutions in respect of religion
Provision as to property
Protection of property rights
Equality of citizens

. Right to education

. Non-discrimination in respect of access to public places

. Safeguard against discrimination in services

. Preservation of language, script and culture”’
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1. Examine the policy, programmes and other measures taken by the
Govrnment on issues relating to equality of minorities, empowerment,
protection, political participation, representation, education, assess
implementation and make suitable recommendations to the concerned
authorities.

2. Review all law and rules and regulations affecting the status and rights
of minorities and suggest repeal, amendment or new legislation essential
to eliminate discrimination.

3. Safeduard and promote the interest and welfare of minorities and
achieve equality before law in accordance with the Constitution and
obligations under international covenants and commitments in
consultation with the foreign Affairs Division.8!
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Educational Scholarship for Minorities"

Marriage License for Christians

Religious Day Celebrations for Minorities

Minority Advisory Council

Human Rights Violation Complaints Handling

Coordination with Civil Society & NGOs

Provincial Task Force on Human Rights
8nvisits of Prisons & Juvenile Institutions
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"In 2018, HR&MA Department has launched the first ever Human Rights
Policy in history of Pakistan; title as the “Punjab Human Rights Policy
2018.”In 2019 a new function: “Interfaith Harmony” has been allocated to
HR&MA Department. The Department was already holding annual
seminars on Interfaith Harmony since its inception.
HR&MA Department is continuously working to improve the situation
regarding following areas in Punjab:

e Human Rights
Minorities Affairs
Treaty Implementation
Interfaith Harmonh?®8"
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“Any husband may present a petition to the {Court of Civil Judge}
praying that his marriage may be dissolved on the ground that this wife has,
since the solemnization thereof, been guilty of adultery.Any wife may
present a petition to the {Court of Civil Judge} praying that her marriage
may be dissolved on the ground that, since th solemnization thereof, ger
husband has exchanged his profession of Christianity for the profession of

some pther religion, and gone through a form of marriage woth another
woman’%®
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https://hrma.punjab.gov.pk/system/files/ THE%20DIVORCE%20ACT%2C1869.pdf (Accessed 25/5/21)
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“The state shall provide free and compulsory education to all children
between the age of five and sixteen years in such a manner as may be
determined by law”%®
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% The constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 25A Right of education,
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN, as modified 31 May 2018.
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“Any husband may present a petition to the {Court of Civil Judge} praying
that his marriage may be dissolved on the ground that this wife has, since
the solemnization thereof, been guilty of adultery.Any wife may present a
petition to the {Court of Civil Judge} praying that her marriage may be
dissolved on the ground that, since the solemnization thereof, her husbhand
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has exchanged his profession of Christianity for the profession of some
pther religion, and gone through a form of marriage with another woman™
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% THE DIVORCE ACT, 1869, Government of Pakistan. DISSOLUTION OF MARRIGE, p. 7,
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87



https://hrma.punjab.gov.pk/system/files/THE%20DIVORCE%20ACT%2C1869.pdf

I FoSEE

F oG E LG G LI b S S uie 5
‘c,-'d}fkf’cér'?'b/dlv’w./?wf&b/fcaifﬁnd/ﬁf‘uﬁwr‘wJ/ulw)iwf
el Kb oF Lds I I i L LB 0 1
c«f{.g)ﬁ‘;}b»/;/»fcﬁn;cé“‘algtnoﬁf&iﬂfu?;/”ﬁufl.iuegizr.
_KLZU/(
SRS OOF i

O 4L, Jal,ﬁuﬁ/f(u/d,gwﬁﬁdéu?:c‘_ NI S &
;yéuugi/;ﬁ&f}fLu?‘u?jp/.:';,7g‘94/5£fﬁsﬂuﬁi1981“@Cﬁ;;
-wﬂw&s g oo L sGn SBUF 2135

ATl nl b jendnd f GG P S Vel c LK G
uﬁ&ff&ubffﬁlﬂf/pﬂ.;Jrui‘.:ﬂin_u?%la;dubﬂ’géﬂﬂ;Ku')v’),/d,;@m
Kz;_m/"(plK/ﬁ]éifuﬁ&fuuf’):%b»v{‘fuuﬁL/J“’lp&Ub/u;in:Az_(f}
b

SAEPE E L P eI Iad el 5§ KO F e ey

Al LA 0w byt bk 22 Faos TL L 2 G

-‘Ly/pgt/fwLchLu}beﬁﬁt:?élgg&;gu’f’/&,}a

FISF S LG 1 G Llel 55 ki S

1000 E ot $ s i Qs G LSt £ 7

2019 S Sa it 17 LWt G Bl TE o7
(2021-09-12)-2016(" :24:2016»/!6(}de d;u,r’ﬂ'm')%’ 4i£JUbu§~/ "

88



E 6 Sirele b § LG F L FPSsae I SIS 5 0 et 15
Sl pef L P esnr 55 Lo L Lt LS
S SO T3P QI 25 G Gt 2o 5L Btk A G0
e

1ouﬁgi.:ffl,ﬂ[an;;ﬂ;uﬁ‘&mé_k{;‘ﬂj;,f,,yJ:CLA}QAL;
Lﬂgmfufti;zcamrﬂﬂﬁ},q’/é’.Lg;ﬁu&/dg@ugé;/fﬁé
Lz ialapr L st Luis Ldsd1 At St

S e G i e S e L KO Sk
S T L1981 2w d S 1P Kk Lt §etF oo v o

-&)/!}UJ}L‘;

C}”?K@//»/u:df@

G 53 AL psd P Limea P e s (bt s p S
ANEFE sy e SIS e ST LS st S S o161 1574
Sedlzznbeitsy Lot Go U@l Fyof Ao FL b5 b
Ut kiU
e FuES

‘J:‘;(;i/,éfL;/ajf;%ﬂ;i/ﬂé;/a/f;uﬁ}:;w(ct""
Sy gerFatnipme et $s picse §Tas pof s £
W pe b

https://www.bbc.com/urdu/pakistan/2016/05/160523 |hc_restores_christian _divorce act rwa
LT -112055 741989 st0e(E (S v F Lt Le The Holy Bible in Urdue(» 0.1

89


https://www.bbc.com/urdu/pakistan/2016/05/160523_lhc_restores_christian_divorce%20act%20rwa
https://www.bbc.com/urdu/pakistan/2016/05/160523_lhc_restores_christian_divorce%20act%20rwa

Kuu'tdcmi‘u‘?énczﬂ&¢4g¢5~>}/1‘¢3n(}”4~_dj1&.,ﬁd/ﬁg.pg,
chfbfc‘aggﬂﬁufuéﬁ“gfﬂ; u:.l()/c«bcuf/“lrd/u)ffdw Kﬁz_w
‘L/C’uff’é@

“To the woman he said “I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing;

with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your
husband, and he will rule over you.”1%?
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“20. Subject to law, public order and morality.
(a) Every citizen shall have the right to profess, practice and propagate his

religion, and (b) Every religious denomination and every sect thereof shall

have the right to establish, maintain and manage its religious

intructions”.1%8
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“DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE

When husband may petition for dissolution. Any husband may
present a petition to the [Court of Civil Judge] praying that his
marriage may be dissolved on the ground that his wife has, since
the solemnization thereof, been guilty of adultery”*
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“Any wife may present a petition to the {Court of Civil Judge}

praying that her marriage may be dissolved on the ground that,
since the solemnization thereof, her husband has exchanged his

110, THE DIVORCE ACT, 1869.
https://hrma.punjab.gov.pk/system/files/ THE%20DIVORCE%20ACT%2C1869.pdf
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profession of Christianity for the profession of some other
religion, and gone through a form of marriage with another
woman;

Or has been quilty of incestuous adultery.

Or of bigamy with adultery.

Or of marriage with another women with adultery.

Or of rape, sodomy or bestiality.

Or of adultery coupled with such cruelty as without adultery
would have entitled her to a divorce a mensa et toro 1.
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Notice of intended marriage. Whenever a marriage is intended to be
solemnized by a Minister of Religion licensed to solemnize marriage under
this Act-
One of the persons intending marriage shall give notice in writing,
according to the form contained in the first schedule hereto annexed, or to
the like effect, to the Minister of Religion whom he or she desire to
solemnize the marriage, and shall state therein-

@ The name and surname, and the profession or condition, of each of the
person intending marriage,

(b) The dwelling-place of each of them,

(© The time during which each has dwelt there, and

(d) The church or private dwelling in which the marriage is to be solemnized:
Provided that, if either of such persons has dwelt in the place mentioned in
the notice during more than one month, it may be stated therein that he or
she has dwelt there on month and upwards!*2,
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112 THE CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE ACT,1872, http://cbwah.gov.pk/assets/media/christian-marriage-act-
1872.pdf Accessed 21-9-21
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“If any husband fails to maintain his wife adequately, or where
there are more wives than one, fails to maintain them equitably,
the wife, or all or any of the wives, may in addition to seeking
any other legal remedy available apply to the Chairman who shall
constitute an Arbitration Council to determine the matter, and the
Arbitration Council may issue a certificate specifying the amount
which shall be paid as maintenance by the husband 11°
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“There are many public school students and teachers who advocate respect

for religious minorities, but a large portion do not understand minority

citizenship rights and are wary about them ever holding public office. A

strong sentiment of antagonism was expressed across the board toward the

enemies of Islam, but there is widespread confusion about who constitutes an

enemy by virtue of their non-Muslim or foreign status. Similarly, a great deal

of the anger expressed toward religious minorities often stems from a feeling
that they do not respect Islam and Muslims™*®
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116, Connecting the Dots: Education and Religious Discrimination in Pakistan, 2011, USCIRF.
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“To preserve inter-religious harmony, Pakistan’s government can play a
significant role by implementing numerous endeavors and strategies. Thus,
the government implemented various activities, policies, and programs to
guarantee all of Pakistani society with various religious and ethnic
backgrounds the opportunity to socialize with one another. Since the last
decade, the protection of social harmony has become the state’s national
agenda.The Supreme Court of Pakistan ordered the Government of Pakistan
to create a National Council for Minorities’ Rights!?2,
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“One of the forms of discrimination most clearly linked to Chuhra origins in that
related to food and the refusal of some Muslims to eat and drink with Christian or
share utensils with them. This is a consequence of the brlief that the impurity of
the Chuhras will be passed on by physical contact with them. A young Christian
journalist found that a female Muslim typist would not eat with her for this reason.
An elderly Chriatian man who staffed the press lounge at the National Assembly
was banned by the National Assembly canteen staff from touching any canteen
utensils o even carrying a tray. A Christian student of science at the Islamia College
in Karachi was forbidden by his fellow students to drink from the tap. Five
Christian schoolgirls from St Mary’s School Gujrat, who were taking a Home
Economics practical examination on Febuary 1997, found that the Muslim
examiner would not test or mark the food they had cooked*®2.
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Whosever qualifies as the citizen of Pakistan stands eligible for all types of
public service without any discrimination of religion, race, and sex or
decent. In the service of state special quota is reserved for the non-muslim
citizen of Pakistan. That is why non- Muslim are serving an all most every
walk of life i-e education, defense, judiciary, bureaucracy, etc.1®
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“In March 2013, during a mob attack on the Christin community in Punjab,

dozens of homes were set on fire after a blasphemy allegation was made
against a Christian man”1'%,
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“Some key incidents

where Christians were specilcally targeted, attacked and killed include
Rahimyar Khan (1986), Shanti , Nagar (2007), Bahawalpur (2001),
Islamabad (2002), Murree (2002), Sangla Hill (2005), Kasur (2009), Korian
(2009), Gojra (2009), Joseph Colony (2013), and Peshawar (2013). Prior to
the Peshawar attack, NCJP reported that an estimated 70 churches su"ered
attacks, in which 58 were reported killed and 275 injured”*",
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Every citizen shall have the right to remain in, and, subject to any reasonable

restriction imposed by law in the public interest, enter and move
freelythroughout Pakistan and to reside and settle in any part thereof!,
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"The major findings of this report are that the content of Pakistani public school
textbooks related to non-Islamic faiths and non-Muslims continue to teach bias,
distrust, and inferiority. Moreover, the textbooks portray non-Muslim citizens of
Pakistan as sympathetic towards its perceived enemies: Pakistani Christians as
Westerners or equal to British colonial oppressors, and Pakistani Hindus as
Indians, the arch enemy of Pakistan. These perceptions predispose students early
on that the non-Muslim population of Pakistan are outsiders and unpatriotic. These
grossly generalized and stereotypical portrayals of religious minority communities
signal that they are untrustworthy, religiously inferior, and ideologically scheming
and intolerant!®".
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"The decision has been made under the Punjab Minority Empowerment
Package.Following the cabinet meeting, Chief Minister Usman Buzdar
tweeted that the youth belonging to the minorities had been facing issues in
getting ‘high end jobs’ under five per cent quota because of lack of highly
educated candidates. In order to solve this problem, we have approved two
per cent quota for our minorities in universities under the Punjab Minorities
Empowerment Package!®!"
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Questionnaire Regarding Issues Faced by Christian
Community in Pakistan & Their Solutions

MUI%&G}@LJ’LU!Mleﬂ/)/é:xfgf;/u:u%

:r‘.‘.“’ g :rt

%
Please answer the following questions.

Thank you for your time. Your responses will be used for academic purposes only.
Please rest assured that your personal information will remain confidential.

_Q’Jaglﬁéaﬂ’}’d}@/)(//ul/,
358 TS S L L Lo i S o iz LT e L
_u(uj/,sﬁc«l.}”

Respected Sir/ Madam, Salam to everyone. | am Muawiya Saleh, an M.Phil. Student
of Islamic Studies at NUML Islamabad. Under the supervision of Dr. Riaz Ahmad
Saeed (Assistant Professor), I'm pursuing my thesis entitled: “Social and Family
Problems of Pakistani Christian Minorities and Their Solutions (In the Light of the
Constitution of Pakistan and Islamic Teachings)”. It is requested to Christian
community please complete this form to know and solve the problems of the
community.
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Have you ever faced discrimination while applying for jobs? .1

?‘L.L((VV{J}‘dJ?’&3;)&’}/)&4:&/)qu;;7&(—1

Have you ever felt discrimination due to your religion? .2

?‘LW/J)WU’)Q!;@J%JQu"ré__;ﬂ[.z

What are some social challenges you have had to face as a Christianin .3
Pakistan?

?‘Lfgt/l;ﬁwué&?g}/‘bfJf.;i’ui‘;/‘b»&"//%utulxﬂﬁ

Do you feel your social and marital rights are adequately protected by .4

Pakistani Law?

C e biF K OF Gl § Flor £ T 5L 96 QL S 00 _TY 4

Do you feel like an equal citizen in Pakistan? .5

‘ST UAEG P LTS

Have you or your family ever been a target of terrorism? .6

St K S e T AT T 6
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Have you or your family ever been accused of blasphemy? .7
L PR S i (P (A

Have you ever faced challenges with regards to residence (i.e. been .8

displaced or looted)?

el Ao e Wb UAR S e £ Pl T8

What are some suggestions you can give to improve the living condition of .9

Pakistani Christians?

S e A TL LI LS Soluy L3129

In your opinion, what are some practical solutions to the challenges faced by .10

Christian Community?

s P AL Bl § L S T210

3
Y
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(Conclusions and Recommendations) :«L"?/liw:fyC’
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To the woman he said “I will greatly increase your pains in

90 childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will 1
be for your husband, and he will rule over you
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