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Abstract

Contemporary Forms of contempt of Islam: Causes and Effects
(A study in context of national and international legal framework)

The phenomenon of contempt of Islam is not a novel trend. Islam, its figures and
teachings have been ridiculed since early ages of its advent. The trend has only changed
its shapes with passage of time and space. In the modern age, various forms and
philosophies of the contempt of Islam have sprung with attractive and seductive names.
On the one hand, there are atheistic ideologies which not only negate the existence and
role of any Divine power but also mock the Islamic concept of Divinity. On the other
hand, Deistic movements are also there which come up with the idea of rejection of
revelation and the life after death. Yet another prevalent phenomenon is of projecting
secularism while simultaneously mocking respectful religious figures in the name of
“Freedom of Expression”. The champions of Feminism are also aimed at ridiculing
Islamic teachings with flowery name of women rights. Modernism and Postmodernism
are the intellectual and philosophical ornamentations to make fun of everything
attached to Islam. With those who are skeptic and critic of the Glorious Qur’an, there
is a considerable number of orientalists who come up with ever new objections
regarding Islam every second day. Yet there are also those who have disrespectful
behavior towards the companions of the Holy Prophet (pbuh). In addition to their
individual appeal, all these philosophies, movements and figures preach their stance
using print electronic and particularly, social media. Their impact is not restricted to
the non-Muslims only. Rather Muslim societies also face this phenomenon. Print media
tools including newspapers, magazines, journals and books are effective in this regard.
In the area of electronic media, movies, computer and mobile games are systematically
used to mock Islam. Blogs, twitter and Facebook posts, YouTube videos and
WhatsApp, as the key social media platforms, are part of this virtual war. In this context,
it is of vital significance to defend Islam, its teachings and its figures at ideological as
well as intellectual fronts. This study, after giving an account of the historical context
of contempt of Islam, goes on to analyze the factors and causes which work as a catalyst
to give birth to the act of mockery. It further investigates the ideologies and
philosophies which are at forefront to make fun of Islam. The study not only explains
the present forms of the contempt of Islam, but also gives a detailed account regarding
the elements and figures which are presently under attack due to their connection with
Islam. Furthermore, it identifies those elements which are responsible to facilitate the
contempt of Islam. The research attempts to answer the questions regarding the
existence of national and international legal framework which could possibly contain
such hateful agenda and barriers in the implementation of this legal framework. While
suggesting the potential role of executive, parliament, judiciary and academia to
eradicate the contempt of Islam, the study concludes with recommendations and
suggestions which have the ability to play an effective role in this regard.
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"The underlying problem for the West is not Islamic
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"There in were comprised twelve thousand lies and the rest was truth
...there is no evidence to prove Mahomet a true prophet ; many
prove him to be a false prophet, and blasphemous, and
presumptuous; and his religion to be a wicked, carnal, absurd, and
false religion, proceeding from a proud .spirit, and human, subtle,
and corrupt invention, and even from the devil, the crafty father of
lies, a murderer and man-killer from the beginning" *
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"Yet it would be idle to deny that the Arab prophet has never been
viewed with sympathy and favour by Christians whose ideal has
naturally been the milder and purer figure of Jesus. The losses which
Islam inflicted on Christendom and the propaganda disseminated
during the Crusades were not conducive to an impartial judgment, and
down almost to recent times Muhammad has been portrayed in
controversial literature as a lying deceiver and a shameless lecher" *
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"Show me just that Mohammad brought that was new, and there you

will find things only evil and inhuman, such as his command to spread
by the sword the faith he preached" *
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"GAINESVILLE,FLORIDA: A controversial US evangelical
preacher on Sunday oversaw the burning of a copy of the Quran in a

small Florida church after finding the Muslim holy book “guilty” of
crimes" 2
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"The Koran is not a great book; it is reactionary and full of misogyny.

The Byzantine emperor’s analysis was correct: Muhammad spread his
faith by the sword" 2
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"She is urging the Islamic world to take a look at itself. What Islam
needs, she feels, is a swift dose of 18" -century enlightenment. It’s time
to put down the Koran and pick up Voltaire" *
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"He brought the sword into the world; he did not merely "smite the earth
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips slay the
wicked" The trumpet of war he sounded was real enough. Real blood
clung to the sword he wielded to establish his realm. An lIslamic
tradition asserts that in the Torah Muhammad is given the epithet
"Prophet of Struggle and War. “This is a correct assessment of his
career" 2
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"https:/ /www.facebook.com/ workingelassatheists Accessed on 24-1-20, Time: 5:24
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L https://twitter.com/BauncerQ/status/1212108799647125507 Accessed on 14-2-20,
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"Five well-known nonreligious philosophical positions are naturalism,

materialism, humanism (sometimes referred to as secular humanism),
agnosticism, and atheism "2
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