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Abstract

Jhumpa Lahiri is a prominent name among modern American writers of South
Asian descent. Her debut collection of short stories namely "Interpreter of
maladies”, published in 1999, won her world accolade, a Pulitzer Prize for
fiction and a PEN/Hemingway Foundation Award in 2000. This collection of
nine short stories portrays heart rending tales of the lives of South Asian
immigrants in America who are struggling to cope with the trauma of fractured
relationships primarily due to dislocation and disorientation. This thesis entitled
as "Translation and critical analysis of Jnumpa Lahiri's Interpreter of maladies"
focuses primarily on Urdu translation of these stunning stories using idiomatic
and free translation techniques. Also, this research work strives to grasp the
artistic genius of Jhumpa by critically analysing her stories. Thus, by translating
and analysing these masterpieces, this work is an earnest effort to introduce

Jhumpa Lahiri, a master story teller, to the world of Urdu literature.

This research work has been divided into six chapters each focusing on a
particular aspect of the topic. First Chapter opens up with an introduction of the
writer, a deep look at the book and an overview of the contemporary translation
techniques. Second and the most important Chapter consists of idiomatic and
free Urdu translation of these stories followed by third Chapter which contains
side or explanatory notes of some tricky words and expressions. Fourth Chapter
analyses major themes of the stories including migration, marriage, Sex,
cultural alienation and muted communications while fifth one evaluates plots,
characterization and writing style of Jhumpa Labhiri. Sixth and the last Chapter
concludes the work by an overview, some conclusions and a couple of

recommendations.
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"Letting out the pent up feelings certainly acts like a catalyst in
some ways. The marital discord is thus skilfully shown to be a
temporary matter just as the interruption in electric power supply
has been."(")
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"Lahiri presents a wide array of highly complex marital
relationships and a galaxy of characters in Interpreter of Maladies
and Unaccustomed Earth. But she does not judge her characters or
their behavior. Parallel as well as contrasting situations and
characters provide a rich tapestry for the reader to relish. Lahiri*s

narratives revolve around many marriages, both intra and inter

cultural and she does not privilege any one type over the other."("
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The title story Interpreter of maladies is a narrative that appears to

be a pilgrim's progress of a guilt conscious tormented soul. Laden
with a woman's pain and guilt the story sets in Orisa and the
woman is in search of solace through her soul's pilgrimage to

Konark, the place of Sun god.(™
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"The story ‘Interpreter of Maladies’ ends leaving many questions
behind in the mind of thoughtful readers. It does not provide easy
answers. It does not prescribe anything to anyone, rather it
describes a domestic situation, and it leaves Mr.Kapasi, the
character, and us the readers, to try and be the interpreter of this

supposed malady." 04
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"In 'Sexy' and in much of her other fiction, Lahiri asks her

readers to consider how the diasporic conditions of these kinds

of romantic attachments might demand a radical reconsideration

of love, sex and marriage. Lahiri often writes about how

affective bonds between men and woman-love, as Rohin puts it-

are distinct from familiarity-knowledge, or the lack thereof."(*)
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"Most of the characters in the stories have fluid identities like
other contemporary post-colonial literary characters. In most
cases they are the citizen of two countries, so their natural and
cultural identities are not fixed. They are physically in America
but psychologically their minds are in South-Aisa. They deal
with loneliness of dislocation, cultural displacement and sense
of identity and belonging with fine details of both Indian and

American culture." ®
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"Her characters struggle hard to adjust themselves in new places,

foreign countries and at the same time face the identity crisis. Her

stories seem to be semi-autobiographical as she herself could not

properly adjust in America. We find a striking similarity between the

life of Jhumpa Lahiri and the lives of several others characters of her

stories." )
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u:?&/ prd ;}’dfouﬁLahrir's Interpretive of maladies from diaspora perspective”

"The characters in these stories are taken on a voyage to emotional
frontiers. The sufferings they undergo resemble that of a diasporic

one experienced by Jhumpa Lahiri. More than national, cultural or

Mre



religious identity, what men today is an unconditional love which
could cure all their ailments. Being a woman of Indian society and
having witnessed many maladies, she very well presents some

through these stories." )
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“'Mrs. Sen' is a story which explores the life of an emigrant Indian
through the European point of view. It is an archetypal story of the

cultural outsider, but even her plight is offset by the loneliness of

little Eliot, her faithful ward for a few hours every day." (")
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