Abstract

Re-designing the curriculum and instructional material of Chinese

history for Pakistani students NUML

Chinese history as a subject has been taught to the Pakistani students at
Diploma in interpreter-ship level in Chinese Department at National University of
Modern Languages for the last forty years. The students at the interpreter-ship
level are at the intermediate stage of the Chinese language. These students have a
vocabulary of 700-1000 words only.

The need to conduct this research is due to the researcher’s personal
experience and due to the gap in literature found on the topic. The researcher has
been teaching Chinese for the last twenty years and has taught the subject area
study which is comprised of geography, history, and culture. This subject of area
study is exclusively taught in the Interpreter-ship course.

The curriculum books prescribed to teach Chinese history to these students
up till now are all published in China. These books are used to teach foreign
students enrolled in undergraduate-level language programs in Chinese
universities. These students have a vocabulary of around 2000 to 2500 words. The
content and vocabulary in these history books are very advance for the Pakistani
students studying at Diploma level interpreter-ship course at NUML. The said
course is only for three semesters, hence with background knowledge of only 700-
1200 Chinese characters, it is very difficult for the students to understand the
contents of these history books. Moreover, the vocabulary used in these books is

less relevant for day-to-day communication in the Chinese language. The



researcher has found that both the teachers and students struggle to effectively
learn the contents based on a vocabulary of only 700 to 1200 words. The course of
Chinese history requires students to learn a huge number of proper names, an
enormous number of historical events, and detailed history of Chinese dynasties.
Neither researcher nor her students were ever satisfied with the books and
materials available to teach and learn history of China. For the past five years the
researcher has been pondering over this issue and trying out new pedagogic to
teach Chinese history, however, the intended gains have been less to none. The
researcher, in this research, has deep-dived on a focused, contextual, curriculum
challenge faced by educators and students studying Chinese history in Pakistan.
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