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Abstract

Allah (SWT) created man in his perfect form and declares him in Islamic Sharia
as the superior creation. Each human being is blessed by Allah with specific qualities and
attributes, some of them receive physical blessings while others are endowed with
wisdom. If someone is subject to a deformity, he is compensated with an additional
attribute by God. These defective people are classified as special people. Islamic
teachings place great emphasis on the polite and helpful attitude towards special people
and make them a successful member of society. The Holy Prophet (PBUH) himself
assigned the specified responsibilities to these people in almost all areas of life. These
people have remained active through all eras of the past and have also played their vital
role in modern times. The subject of current research is "The Role of Special Persons in
the Development and Progress of The Muslim Society: A Critical and Analytical Study".
The contribution of special people in society has been an integral part of social and
academic development since the time of the Holy Prophet (PBUH).The history of Islam is
replete with examples of so many special people who have contributed in all areas of life
i.e. socio-political, economic, educational, religious and administrative. In modern times,
these peoples are treated as inferior in society due to their physical challenges. The
ignorant attitude of the society may lead them to promote criminal and negative activities.
The objective of this research is to clarify the role of a special person in a society, to
identify problems of special persons and provide possible solutions to their challenges
and to build role models for the current special persons. First, to highlight the role of a
special person from the teachings of Islamic Sharia and early Islamic ages in the
propagation of Islamic values, second, to encourage them to be a valued member in all
areas of life. The descriptive research approach is applied to clarify data from early
Islamic history. The survey technique has been adopted for collecting data from
contemporary special people. The study attempts to highlight aspects of Muslim history
regarding the contribution of special people to the progress of The Muslim society,
realizing their ability to transform it by actively participating in all areas of life, including
religion, society, politics, administration and economics. The study summarizes the role
of special people in development and progress at their respective ages, including present
times. Research will be significant in clarifying the role of the special or disabled person,
highlight their hidden abilities and make them a helping entity in the progress and
development of society rather than as a burden. Their involvement in the socio-political,
economic, academic and religious affairs of society like normal people will also help to
minimize the negative elements of society i.e. begging, theft, alcohol consumption , etc.
on the one hand. On the other side, these special people will also be empowered and
respected in society by saving their self-respect.
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“Abnormal Implies divergence from whatever is
normal. It is generally used to deseribe some One’s

behavior when it distrubs the regular course of his
every day life that of other people” !
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“An exceptional is one who deviate from the normal”(3)
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1 - Encyclopedia, Dictionary of Psychology,Kumar Mohan, A.I.1.B.S, India, 2007, p 2.
2 - Encyclopedia, Dictionary of Psychology ,Kumar Mohan , p324.
3 - Educational psychology, San Trosk John w, and Arend Richard, Margraw hill, New
York,2001, p49.
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“Impairment which has a Substantial and long term
advorse effect on a persons ability to carry out

normal day to day activities”™
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“Disabled Persons” means a person who, on account of injury
disease or congential deformilty, Is handicapped for
undertaking any gainful profession or employment in order to
earn his livelihood and includes a person who is blind, deaf,
physically handicapped or mentally retared.”"”
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1-Disabled Persons (empIOyment and rehabilitation ordinance,1981,2nd clause.
2-International Incyclopedia of Education, Toresten Husen and T. Newille, University of
Humbarg, New York,1985,p 70.
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“An impairment, is any loss or abnormality of psychological,

. . . »()
physical or anatomical sutructure or function

2 £35S0 A s Sl B S Qs
LWLy,
:r22¥ ke A1 (David Thomas ) 7 343
“Impairment has been defined as an anatomical
pathological or psychological disorder which is defined

and described symptomatically or diagonastically.”(3)
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2- W.H.O. guide for special education Geneva 1980,p47.
3 - The experience of handicapped, David Thomas, metheuel and company, p3.
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“An Organic impairment is a loss of a limb or damage to
nerve cell or tissues which can usually be quite precisely
difiend and measured™"
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“A Disability is the loss of function due to impairment”3
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D e GI 3 br L Psychiatric Dictionary
“A limitation of function secondary to disorder of

specific organ or body system” @
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1- The handicapped child, Agatha H, Bowley and Leslie Gardens,p177.
NS Gt JIS s e Flort
3 - Guide for disability prevention and rehabilitation,W.H.O,Geneva 1980,p140.

4 - Campbells Psychiatric Dictionary,Oxford university press,2004,p10.
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“Disability refers to the impact of impairment upon
the performance of activities commonly accepted
as the basic elements of everyday living”(l)
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1 - The social psychological of child hood disability ,David Thomas ,Matheuen and
company,London,1978,p311.
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2 - Ministory of education, Govt of Pakistan ,Report of the commission on national
education ,The manager of publications, Karachi,1960,p250.
3-Guide for Disability prevention and rehabilitation, WH.O,Geneva.1980,p27.
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1- who is handicapped ,Terry Thomas ,Washington,1978,p127.
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2 - The special education a statical analysis of Pakistan ,Awan Mehmood Hussain
sresearch and evalution centre,Islam Abad,2003,vol:5,p9.
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Blind 412157 8.2%
Deaf 379157 7.5%
Physical Disable 964463 19.2%
Mentally Disable 324010 6.4%
e b3t B F St A AT S G 15 Ut
Total Population in Pakistan: 2017207774030
Total Disabled Population: 5036113
Punjab: 2816795

Sindh: 1432148

KPK: 560265

Balochistan: 210391y
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1 - The special education a statical analysis of Pakistan ,Awan Mehmood Hussain ,p32.
1 = Crux of Special Education, Muhammad Nazir,z.a. press,22-Urdu bazar,

Majeed Book Depo, Lahore,p300.
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(Mental Retarted)$0.2 (875 -
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e S SIE T s e s f o e i
“Mental retardation refers to substantial limitation
in present functioning. It is characterized by
significantly Sub-average intellectual function (IQ
of 70-75 or below) existing concurrently with
related limitation in two or more of the following
applicable adaptive skills areas, Communication,
self care, home living, social skills, community use,
self direction, health & safty, functional acadomics
leisure and work. Mental retardation manifests

before age 18,
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(Syphillis)
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“An orthopedic impairment, involves the
skeletal system, bones joint, limbs and associated

muscles”(3)
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(Newrological Impairment) (Sss i &’ S
“A newrological impairment involves the nervous
system affecting the ability to move, use, feel or

control certain parts of body.”(Z)
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1 - Exceptional children,William L. Hewardpublished by pearson merril
hall,U.S.A,2006,p424.
2 - Exceptional children,William L. Heward,p42.

3 = Perspective of special education, Mr Bashir Mehmood Akhtar,p18.
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2 - Exceptional childrens, William L. Heward , p 345.
3 - Aural rehabitaion for people with disabilities ,M.A.John,Elsevier academic
press,London,2005,p352.
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1 = Aural rehabilitaion for people with disabilities M.A.John ,p354.

2- Psychology of Deafness and child development,Zahid majeed ,Tahir printing press
Jslam Abad,2010,p238.
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1 = Psychology of Deafness and child development,Zahid majeed,p238.
2 - Psychology of Deafness and child development,Zahid majeed,p372.
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“If a Person’s visual acuity is 20/200 or less in the better

eye, after the best possible correction with glasses or contact

lenses then one is considered legally blind "@

1-Psychology of Deafness and child development,Zahid majeed,p386.
2 - Exceptional children ,Willim .L.Heward,p361.
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32.
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